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C O V E R :  Figure, Vincent V a n  Gogh, from The Sower (after Millet, Durer), cour­
tesy of Stedelyk M u seum, Amsterdam, the Netherlands; background, Jackson 
Pollock, Cathedral, courtesy of Dallas M u s e u m  of Fine Arts (Gift, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bernard J. Reis). T I T L E  P A G E :  V a n  Gogh, ibid.
This publication, Mission in Action, is a study in world mission 
today. It seeks to make, through the General Synod of the R e ­
formed Church in America, a clear accounting to the m e m b e r s  of 
the Church of the work carried on under the direction of the R e ­
formed Chu r c h ’s Board of World Missions.
W h y  do w e  account to the m e m b e r s  of the Church? Because, 
in point of fact, mission is the work of the m e m b e r s  of the Church, 
not alone of the m e m b e r s  of our Board or the missionaries w h o  
w ork under the Board’s appointment. It is a w ork all of us must 
think about, plan for, support, and most important of all pray for.
T h e  m e m b e r s  of the Board, and of the Staff which administers 
its policies and programs, have special responsibilities for world 
mission, of course. But those responsibilities are, precisely, for see­
ing to it that the Church meets her obligations in world mission, 
as practically and as efficiently as possible.
Throughout the world the leaders of our Church and of 
Churches related to it in mission are taking a fresh look at the 
activities of the Church in mission. It is fitting, w e  think, that the 
m e m b e r s  of the Church do so also. T o  facilitate it, w e  are prepar­
ing this report on a different basis this year.
For one thing, w e  are seeking to m a k e  plain what w e  under­
stand to be our theology of mission, the guidelines for our whole 
effort. A n d  w e  arc trying to set out our ideals and our goals. In 
this effort our work has benefited from consultation with Dr. Justin 
Vander Kolk, former president and professor of theology of N e w  
Brunswick Theological Seminary, n o w  a special appointee by the 
Board as a visiting professor in theology at United Theological Col­
lege in Bangalore, India.
Nuer People in Sudan at Christian Meeting (Schuiteman Photo)
For another, w e  have sorted out our w o r k  according to the 
functional ministries through which w e  serve. Strategies and pro­
grams necessarily differ from one area to another. Still, the func­
tional ministries are well nigh universal. Emphases and oppor­
tunities differ and the approaches must ever be revitalized. But 
the fact remains that w e  serve today as the early Church did.
W h a t  w e  have tried to do for this particular report is to in­
corporate into our account some of the thinking of our missionaries, 
the leaders of related Churches, of our Staff and of our Board, as 
well as other leaders of our Church, on the problems of world 
mission.
O u r  Church has always been a Church in mission.
This has been so since the wind and flames of the first Pentecost 
filled the first Christians with the Holy Spirit and sent t hem forth 
to proclaim the Gospel of Christ in all the land. It has been so 
on each anniversary of that history-making day. But in our time, 
year by year, the need for building the K i n g d o m  of G o d  in the 
hearts of m e n  everywhere grows m o r e  and m o r e  urgent.
* Hence this publication is also intended to m o v e  the m e m b e r s  
of the Church to increase to the limit of their capacity their efforts 
to bring all men, at h o m e  and overseas, to Christ as their Lord and 
Sovereign; and to m o v e  t h e m  also to take part in a church-wide 
brainstorming session on what w e  all need to do to use our people 
and our resources most effectively in the achievement of this goal.
Executive Staff
Rev. John E. Buteyn
Rev. James P. Ebbers
Mr. J. Robert R. Harrison
Miss R u t h  E. Joldersma
Rev. James J. Thomas, Ed.D.
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Mission in a Changing World
In m a n y  of its aspects our world has changed m o r e  in the past 
half century than in the previous nineteen of our era. It has changed 
m o r e  in the power available to man. M o r e  in m a n ’s understanding of 
the habitat in which he lives. M o r e  in m a n ’s ability to c o m m u n i ­
cate with his fellows, in his capacity to influence the lives and well 
being of his fellows. M o r e  in the closeness with which he lives and 
works with others, with which he huddles together with others in great 
urban agglomerations and with which the nations of m a n  align t h e m ­
selves in the politics of the globe.
T h e  n e w  thing about the world as w e  k n o w  it in the second 
half of the twentieth century is a developing world-wide culture. N o w  
w e  have to cope with a planetary situation. Wherever w e  are, w h e r ­
ever our fellowmen are— from the cities and villages of the United 
States to the cities and villages on the other side of the earth, whether 
they are located in asphalt jungles or in jungle gardens— one thing is 
overwhelmingly true. For better or worse w e  are stuck with one an­
other.
Therefore in our day, m o r e  than in any previous one, w e  have 
to think in planetary, not national or continental terms. Thus w e  
have to think of the world-wide culture which is developing. B y  
what set of values is the world going to live? Christianity, w e  believe, 
has values which cannot be found in any other system of belief. In 
the past, these values have profoundly influenced our Western cul­
ture, although w e  are by no means ready to equate our culture with
Christianity. Christianity transcends cultures: yet w h e n  it comes into 
contact with t hem it gives t hem its o w n  transcendent values.
W e  ask again, by what set of values is our closely-knit world 
of the immediate future going to live? If it is not going to live by 
the values inculcated by Christian faith and practice, will it be a 
world in which w e  and our children, and our grandchildren, will 
want to live?
In our day the building-of Christ’s K i n g d o m — at home, abroad 
in our o w n  land, and as far overseas as the w o r k  can be extended—  
has an urgency it never had before. For w e  are exporting our Western 
culture to the farthest reaches of the earth. O u r  science. O u r  tech­
nology. O u r  vast power for good or ill. In this aspect of mission the 
problem is not that our neighbors on the globe cannot be trusted 
with the power. It is that no man, least of all ourselves, can be trusted 
with it, unless he submit himself to the sovereignty of God.
Unless G o d ’s love, through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, re­
d e e m  us, all the vast power of science applied in technology can only 
enslave the world. Christ’s church, in mission, is engaged in a race, 
a fiercely competitive contest, with non-Christian interpretations of 
life which set themselves u p  as n e w  pagan mythologies m o r e  d e m a n d ­
ing and m o r e  consuming than that of Moloch— and with a technology 
that is like a gargantuan robot, without soul, without conscience, 
without even the ability to discriminate between good and evil.
Evangelize, then, w e  must, at h o m e  and abroad. But this is no 
grim or gruesome task. W e  need not grit our teeth and get on with 
the job. W h a t  w e  are called to do is to share in a ministry. G o d ’s 
ministry. G o d ’s ministry to the world through Christ. W e  can be the 
vehicles through which Christ, the Living Word, continues to carry 
on his ministry. Consider for a m o m e n t  what a rare privilege that is.
W h e n  w e  look about and perceive with w i s d o m  in terms of sub­
stance, not shadows; meanings, not appearances, w e  see a world of 
beautiful constructs. But w e  also see great ruins. For in our day w e  
live in a world of broken relationships. M a n  alienated from neighbor, 
people from people. Arab from Israeli. Black and yellow from white. 
Parents from children. T o w n s m a n  from countryman. A n d  all reflec­
tions— or, m o r e  correctly— manifestations of the basic broken rela­
tionship. m a n  alienated from G o d  and therefore from the world—  
and from himself.
M a n  can only m a k e  peace witli himself w h e n  a reconciliation 
has been effected between h i m  and God, whose love for us is so over­
whelmingly manifest in Jesus Christ. Mission overseas, like evangelism 
at home, is the Christian Church at w o r k  to bring about that recon­
ciliation, to heal these broken relationships through an all-powerful 
halm, the love of G o d  abiding in us and with us.
A s  a model for our w o r k  in mission w e  have Jesus Christ H i m ­
self. For this was the significance of His ministry. H e  c a m e  to heal 
the disease-wracked bodies and the sin-corrupted souls of men. H e  
c ame to heal the broken relationship between m a n  and God; H e  
c a m e  that men, through Him, might c o m e  to k n o w  the Father.
A s  God, in Old Testament times, sought through such prophets 
as Moses and A b r a h a m  to m e n d  the breaks in the relationship be­
tween the people of the L a w  and Himself, so, in N e w  Testament 
times, G o d  seeks to deal with His people of the Cross and the Book, 
reconciling t hem to Himself, through Christ.
L ook upon history with the wisdom of the prophets and the 
apostolic writers and you see G o d  governing His world. A n d  you see 
G o d  acting to redirect (redeem) His world. Through His Church 
as a corporate body, as a collegium of His elect. Through His Church 
as a society of individual believers, each responding in his o w n  w a y  
to G o d ’s will. Through His servants— and His enemies, w h o  by their 
o w n  election serve to carry out His grand design.
W e  can only speak as believers— w e  cannot k n o w  G o d ’s purposes 
in history as surely and as concretely as w e  can know, through prayer 
and meditation and study of His Word, G o d ’s will for each of us. 
But of this w e  can be certain. In our time, m a n  has estranged h i m ­
self from G o d  so acutely, so disastrously, that mission— the effort by 
G o d ’s Church to direct its energies outward to heal the breach, to 
end the estrangement— is the essential task of all Christians every­
where.
For w e  live in apocalyptic time. Give free rein to pride, or 
hatred, or fear, and m a n  m a y  be reduced to the primitive state of 
10,000 or 25,000 years ago. Let the love of material things or an ex­
cessive concern for the good things of life, or the disdain of the re­
bellious for the life and work of the Church, dominate our behavior 
and w e  m a y  unleash the flood of our doom. Nothing is m o r e  urgent, 
then, than to bring m e n  to God, to a co m m i t m e n t  to the sovereignty 
of Christ.
T h e  argument for evangelism at h o m e  and mission abroad— for 
a Church in mission, as it must be to be worthy of its founder and 
responsive to His aim for it— is a compelling one on the purely prag­
matic grounds which today carry weight in the world. But the world 
is too m u c h  with us. For the Christian there are grounds even m o r e  
compelling.
C o m m i t m e n t  to Christ, acceptance of Christ as Lord, submission 
to His sovereignty in our personal lives, involves m u c h  m o r e  than 
words and subjective emotions. A n  essential part is obedience to 
Him. W e  must be concerned to be obedient to the Lord of the 
Church. In mission the first thing is the will to obey. Mission is 
first of all obedience to Christ as Lord and Master.
A n d  there is m o r e  to the Christian commitment. Because the 
Father loves our fellowman w h o  knows H i m  not, just as H e  loves us, 
and wants our fellowman to k n o w  H i m  and to love H i m — through 
Christ for it is through Christ alone that w e  can c o m e  to k n o w  the 
Father— the will to obey leads to the second m a r k  of mission, the will 
to serve our fellowmen. W e  love our neighbor because he is loved by 
Christ. B y  the will to obey, by the compassion of Christ, w e  are 
m o v e d  to be compassionate for our fellowman and to serve h i m  out
of compassion. T h e  compassion w e  manifest in mission is the c o m ­
passion of Christ for a lost world. It is not ours; it does not originate 
with us, but flows from the Spirit through us. It is agape, G o d ’s love 
that is with us and in us but flows out to the world through us.
Finally, to be a Christian is to be in mission, to be a mission 
worker, to engage in evangelism and mission, in witness and service, 
at h o m e  or overseas. T o  be called to Christ’s flock is to receive a 
call to action. ‘Y e  shall be m y  witnesses.’ If H e  calls you, H e  sends 
you, in your h o m e  neighborhood or in some far-off land. Y o u  cannot 
c o m e  to H i m  without going for Him.
T h e  compelling image of missionary motivation is Christ w e e p ­
ing over Jerusalem. For G o d  doesn’t want life to be dark. H e  wants 
it to be illumined-and to m a k e  it so. H e  provided the Light of His 
Word. H e  doesn’t want His K i n g d o m  extended by the sword; His 
will for m e n  is that they live in peace. Once Christ wept over Jeru­
salem but today H e  weeps over N e w  Y o r k  as well as Bangalore, San 
Francisco as well as Manila or Tokyo. T o day Christ weeps over every 
city, because in every city m e n  are condemning themselves to misery 
and despair; in every city, without Christ, m e n  are without hope. 
Therefore, as committed followers, w e  must bring Christ’s red e e m ­
ing and regenerating love to suffering mankind.
H o w  then to go about it? T h e  roots of the strategy of mission 
(missiology) are essentially in evangelism. Evangelism and mission, 
these are two roles of the Christian which cannot he separated. 
Mission begins wherever the Christian happens to be. T h e  first re­
quirement for mission is evangelism, carrying the Gospel by w o r d  
and deed to those w h o  do not k n o w  it. Evangelism is proclaiming 
the Gospel. But the Gospel cannot be proclaimed without acting it. 
Evangelism, then, is the attempt to put the Gospel in action.
But if everything is mission, then nothing is. Mission is distinct. 
T h e  first w ork in mission is to reach out in evangelism, in the h o m e  
circle of family and friends, in the h o m e  neighborhood, in the c o m ­
munity (which is in and reached through the Church.) T h e  m o r e  
special meaning of the missioner is “the one w h o  is sent.” S o m e  of 
us, w h o  have special skills, aptitudes, types of personality and traits 
of character, are chosen to be sent to assist a related (overseas) 
church with its evangelistic tasks. Or— if to the few remaining places
where there is no church— to help build one by attracting m e n  to 
Christ by witness and service.
Only a limited few m a y  be chosen to be sent abroad in the land 
as missionaries. But every Christian is chosen to be a worker in mis­
sion. Chosen to be a worker in mission by his participation in the 
program of evangelism in his local church. A  worker in mission by 
his support of the Church’s world mission, through prayer, sacrifice 
and concern. As a great pioneer in mission, himself a missionary, 
once said: “1 will go d o w n  the well if you will hold the rope.”
T h e  program of overseas mission is one to which w e  are c o m ­
mitted as a denomination. It is organized, institutionalized, and sup­
ported by our constituent churches. A n d  this enterprise has c o m e  into 
being in order to express the will of our church (R.C.A.) to obey the 
great commission: “G o  ye therefore, and teach all nations.” Every 
Christian is in mission as a witness. But not every Christian can re­
late himself full-time to the specific enterprise called overseas mis­
sion.
Mission then— evangelism and mission, by witness and service— • 
is grateful response to H i m  w h o  is our saviour. M a n  and G o d  ex­
change gifts without price, their love in token of their covenant. But 
Christ’s generosity is unbounded. For those w h o  take u p  the cross 
and follow H i m  there is recompense in heavenly reward.
Mission efforts, during the last two centuries, have been thought 
of in terms of a church, well off, reaching out to a people w h o  were 
not, and giving. Such an attitude was perhaps understandable in 
the past but it is nonetheless a somewhat imperfect response to G o d ’s 
will. Because the essence of mission is sharing, by the Christian in 
mission with the person in need and by the latter with the Christian 
in mission.
This n e w  insight should be readily apparent to Christians of 
the Reformed tradition since the distinctive contribution of the R e ­
formed witness to world Christianity is the appreciation that the 
Reformation was m o r e  than an historical incident: it was and is an 
ongoing process of regeneration and renewal within the Christian 
and the Church and this regeneration and renewal c o m e  from acting 
in obedience to G o d ’s will in evangelism and mission.
T h e  older churches have m u c h  ecclesiastical k n o w - h o w  to con­
tribute to the younger as well as some help in carrying on a preach­
ing, teaching, healing and agricultural ministry. But the younger 
churches too have a great deal to contribute to the older churches; 
for example, the strategy by which a minority group which holds 
the Christian faith can m a k e  its presence felt in the world. Christi­
anity, and certainly Christianity in America, has to begin to look at 
s ome very real, hard facts. Despite the n u m b e r  in America w h o  claim 
to be Christians, Christianity in America m a y  well be a minority 
m o v e m e n t  if only the true followers of Christ are numbered. If this is 
so, h o w  does a minority m o v e m e n t  reach out into its world, manifest 
Christ’s love, c o m e  to terms with its culture?
Bishop Lesshe Newbigin reports at Mexico City (WCC Photo)
In America, because w e  have always considered Christianity in 
terms of the cultural matrix in which w e  have found it, w e  tend to 
equate Christianity with the cultural forms imposed u p o n  it. But 
Christianity transcends our Western culture; it transcends particular 
cultures, though it leaves its impact on all those with which it comes 
into contact. Therefore whether in an African tribe in Ethiopia or 
an Eskimo clan in the Far North, Christianity must find its o w n  
forms in the indigenous culture in which it grows. A n d  these n e w  
forms enrich Christianity itself.
Indeed it is thrilling to see, in the mission w ork of the Church, 
h o w  like early Christians of the N e w  Testament are the first and 
second generation Christians in the related churches overseas. These 
Christians of the younger churches abroad often seem to capture 
m o r e  of the original inspiration of the Gospel, to manifest m o r e  
of the power of the Spirit, to represent the m i n d  of Christ as w e  
k n o w  it and to exemplify N e w  Testament Christianity in all its sim­
plicity and directness better than w e  ourselves. Thus is the faith of 
the Christian of the older church refreshed and m a d e  m o r e  precious 
for him.
A n  example of the two-way nature of the Christian Mission 
was given recently w h e n  Dr. S. C. Leung, chairman of the H o n g  
K o n g  Council of the Church of Christ in China, attended the first 
meeting of the Commission on W o r l d  Mission and Evangelism of the 
W o r l d  Council of Churches in Mexico City. Dr. Leung and other 
representatives of less developed countries brought to the gathering 
insights into the biblical theology of the mission which astonished 
their colleagues. Only a short time before Dr. Peter W o n g ,  general 
secretary of the H o n g  K o n g  Council, visited N e w  Zealand and A u s ­
tralia. During m o r e  than two months he spoke almost every day, 
covering thousands of miles. Often the m a n  or w o m a n  from the less 
developed country cuts through the crust of complacency, the curse 
of the “older church,” as no else could possible do.
A n d  finally being in mission, being engaged in evangelization 
and mission— looking u p  and across, not in, looking out and beyond 
— brings renewal to the local congregation. Mission is not the totality 
of the life of the parish. But it is so important in the life of the con­
gregation that it can be a prime source of renewal, of satisfaction 
and of Christian joy. T h e  Church has to begin where it is but then 
it should look outward. O nce it begins the process of looking out­
ward, it will then be able to lengthen its horizon to India, Iraq, 
Ethiopia, Japan— as well as the Inner City.
This, then, is mission, the task for which w e  have divine c o m ­
mission. This is the obligation w e  as Christians take u p  gladly, as 
Jesus Himself took u p  for us the cross of our salvation. Repentent, 
obedient to G o d ’s will, w e  join the Master. H e  goes before us calling 
us to follow. But H e  is also with us as our friend. H e  has said, “Y o u  
are m y  friends if you do what I c o m m a n d  you.”
As friends of the victorious Christ w e  serve, relying in simple 
trust u p o n  his promise: “Lo, I a m  with you always.”
, mmm
Trends in World Mission
T H E  G R E A T  I S S U E  F A C I N G  W O R L D  C H R I S T I A N I T Y
. . and greater works than these shall he do because I go unto 
m y  Father” (John 14:12). Perhaps what Christ was hinting at prim­
arily is what has since c o m e  about. T h e  world-wide proclamation of 
the Gospel. T h e  establishment of the Church in every land.
Until then Christ’s teaching had been G o d ’s gift to a handful of 
believers in a small area of the world. N o w  it circles the globe. Until 
then G o d ’s living W o r d  faced the difficulties of life in a colonial 
outpost of the pagan R o m a n  Empire. N o w  it faces u p  to the needs and 
aspirations of the world’s billions.
These reflections were inspired at and by the first meeting of the 
Commission on W o r l d  Mission and Evangelism of the W o r l d  Council 
of Churches. Held in Mexico City in December, 1963, the session was 
attended primarily by representatives of churches in the non-western 
world. T h e  Reverend John E. Buteyn, of the R.C.A. Board of W o rld 
Missions, attended as a delegate appointed by the Division of For­
eign Missions of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A.
T h e  representation from Asia, Africa and Latin America con­
stituted almost two-thirds of the official members. S o m e  15 delegates 
were in attendance from Latin America, whereas at the W o r l d  Mis­
sionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910 there were none. A n d  at 
Edinburgh only a limited n u m b e r  of church leaders from overseas 
were present.
T h e  attendance m a d e  manifest G o d ’s great w ork through His
Church, a church in mission in all six continents, comprising a great 
m a n y  Christians and a vast network of Christian institutions.
W h a t  is it that G o d  is calling His people to do? Everywhere it 
is primarily to bear testimony to and exemplify G o d ’s redeeming 
love through Christ in all facets of the life and w o r k  of the world. 
But in each area, the meeting brought out, this involves meeting and 
solving different problems.
In Latin America the Protestant churches face the necessity of 
rethinking their positions so that their witness of w o r d  and deed 
brings before the people the positive message of the Gospel.
O n  the continent of Europe the churches demonstrate renewal. 
T h o u g h  some of their spokesmen seem to he somewhat dogmatic in 
their theological utterances, their firm c o m m i t m e n t  to the truths of 
the Gospel and their emphasis on its clear proclamation are auguries 
of enthusiastic participation in world mission by European Chris­
tians in the years ahead.
In Africa the churches are struggling with a variety of problems. 
N e w  religions combine primitive worship and Christianity. N e w  
industrial areas .are spawning tumultuous urban complexes. Fervent 
nationalism has not yet found its proper context within universal 
Christianity.
But m a n y  of the African Christian spokesmen were m e n  of spirit­
ual stature, displaying maturity and zeal far beyond that which one 
finds a m o n g  sophisticated Westerners.
Asian Christians of every region are convinced of the need for 
n e w  approaches to non-Christians. T h e y  report that other faiths are 
undergoing a renaissance, achieving a social consciousness that s o m e ­
times outstrips that of Christians.
T h e  Christians in Asia are building their nations while they 
are building their churches. Indeed, the nurture of a self-supporting 
church often depends on the success of their teaching ministry in 
helping Christians to improve their economic conditions.
As the representatives saw it, a great issue is facing world 
Christianity. T h e  world is undergoing, faster than ever before, revo­
lutionary advances in science and technology which promise m a n  a 
m o r e  truly h u m a n  life. But they also pose a life-and-death question. 
Is technology to be servant or master?
M a n ’s growing dominion over nature is the gift of God. But it 
is also a trust to be exercised under G o d ’s Lordship, the sole security 
for m a n ’s freedom and perpetuation. G o d  is at w o r k  in the world 
and the m o v e m e n t  of history demands that Christians extend His 
K i n g d o m  throughout the globe; that every Christian congregation 
show the love of G o d  in Christ, in witness and service to the world.
P R O P O S A L S  F O R  J O I N T  A C T I O N  I N  M I S S I O N
T h e  East Asia Christian Conference convened three situation 
conferences in 1963.
O n e  was held at Madras, India, February 26-March 4, 1963, for 
India, Pakistan and Ceylon.
Another met at Amagisanso, near Tokyo, Japan, M a r c h  8-14, 
1963, for Japan, Okinawa, Korea, H o n g  K o n g  and Taiwan.
T h e  third deliberated at Singapore, Malaysia, M a r c h  19-23, 1963 
for Thailand, Burma, Singapore, Malaysia, Borneo, Sarawak, Indo­
nesia, Philippines, Australia and N e w  Zealand.
T h e  Conference set before each group of conferees eight ques­
tions. T h e  questions sought to convey the sense of crisis felt by 
m a n y  Christians. This feeling arises from the realization that all over 
the world the Church is and must be in mission, confronting the 
world. A n d  from the fact that participation in mission is posing 
searching and uncomfortable questions to the churches. And, m o r e ­
over, from the discovery that the churches in m a n y  areas are con­
stricted in o utmoded administrative structures, patterns of inter­
church relationships and of congregational life and in forms of in­
stitutional w ork that are irrelevant to our times.
These are the questions:
1. W h a t  are the positions at the frontier of the mission which 
must be held at all costs? This question seeks to find out what the 
m i n i m u m  activities of the Church must be in any particular situa­
tion if the Church is to be or remain a Church in mission.
2. W h a t  are the growing edges of the Church’s w ork and witness
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which must be encouraged and supported? That is to say, recognizing 
that growth is not necessarily a measure of value, at what points 
is the Church growing and h o w  can that growth be encouraged? 
W h a t  experiments are being m a d e  in n e w  ways of service and witness 
which are effective and should be developed?
3. Are there things which the churches have been doing which 
should n o w  be given u p  (a) because they are out of date, (b) because 
they are unproductive, (c) because they are wasteful of resources 
of time, m e n  and m o n e y ?
4. Are there activities of the Church which need to be handed 
over to other agencies and if so, what are they?
5. W h a t  are the n e w  tasks to be undertaken? That is, in the 
light of the preceding questions, what is an honest choice of those 
tasks which have first claim on us within the missionary purpose of 
the Church.
6. In what w a y  can the over-all task be thought out and carried 
out together by the total people of G o d  in each area?
7. W h a t  are the implications, as w e  jface these issues, of our 
denominational separateness from one another and our involvement 
in our respective denominational families?
8. W h a t  are the particular relationships and forms of adminis­
trative organization b y  which the churches can better fulfill the 
calling to do together both the old things that should go on and the 
n e w  things that await our doing in our time?
In their work, each group of conferees spelled out what joint 
action for mission meant to them. Each group also laid before the 
churches of its area a series of proposals for moving t h e m  further 
along the path of joint action. These findings and suggestions have 
since been topics of study and discussion within the churches con­
cerned and the churches related to t h e m  in mission.
C H U R C H E S  I N  F A R  E A S T  C O N F E R  O N  M I S S I O N
For the first time in history in 1963 the indigenous Christian 
churches of Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Oki n a w a  and H o n g  K o n g  m e t  in 
conference. Their representatives, chosen through the national 
Christian councils, consulted on ways by which they might pursue 
joint action in mission. Out of this meeting c a m e  a n u m b e r  of crea­
tive ideas of h o w  the churches in the East Asia area could help each 
other in the whole task of mission.
T h e  conference was held in Amagisanso, Japan, from M a r c h  8 
to M a r c h  14, 1963, and from the beginning it was clear that what 
was happening would be a milestone in the life of the church in 
the Far East.
W h a t  gave the representatives a sense of urgency is the change 
that is taking place in the area. T h e  transition from rural to indus­
trialized society at a pace faster than that which took place in the
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West, and the onslaught of Western science and education have cut 
off m a n y  of the ancient roots which tied East Asian society to the 
past.
Dr. C. H. Hwa n g ,  one of the participants, expressed the gath­
ering’s feelings well w h e n  he said everyone in the meeting was in­
volved in two revolutions, Asia’s and Christ’s, and for all of us 
there was no retreat from either.
T h e  R eformed Church in America has a keen interest in this 
conference for several reasons. For one thing, w e  are a partner in 
mission of the indigenous churches in three of the five areas repre­
sented, Japan, Taiwan and H o n g  Kong. A n d  for another, the R e ­
formed Church as a matter of strategy in mission policy, based on 
scriptural guidance as well as experience in the field, has promoted 
joint action in mission by overseas and h o m e  churches for m a n y  
years. For these reasons Reformed Church people wrill be heartened 
by the results of this first East Asian conference.
T h e  participants realized that they face a c o m m o n  situation 
and to meet it they must find ways of achieving joint action in mis­
sion. While a few individual leaders had caught the vision of joint 
action for mission before the conference, it was evident that the 
majority were being compelled by events to adopt this solution for 
the first time.
Early in the meeting it was thought that this joint action was 
something that would be added on top of everything else that was 
being done. Gradually it was realized that it involves what w e  do 
together and what w e  do separately; each has a contribution to 
m a k e  to the other. A n d  it was seen that it also involves facing to­
gether the tremendously changed and challenging situation in this 
part of the world.
Hence the meeting concluded with a strong feeling on the part 
of the representatives that this kind of conversation must he con­
tinued in the future, that the opportunities for joint action will be 
seen m o r e  clearly and seized through continuing conversations be­
tween the churches.
T h e  representatives had their attention drawn away from the 
internal structure of the Church and focused on society. Their gaze 
fastened on the national and international situations which shape 
society and on the social forces gripping it. For it is in society in 
which all these churches are living and functioning. Hen c e  their con­
cern was with rapid urbanization, with the large numbers of stu­
dents in Christian schools, with the need for m o r e  industrial 
evangelism.
T h e  conference also highlighted the need for achieving an i m ­
portant goal with respect to the national Christian councils of the 
Far East region, this goal being that they become m o r e  representa­
tive of the churches which are indigenous in the area. Strong Chris­
tian communities are emerging in Japan and the Philippines, just 
as in India in Southern Asia and in Indonesia in Southeast Asia.
It is to these communities that w e  must look for the leadership in 
mission that the church in the Far East needs.
T h e  recommendation of the conference that joint action be 
sought on a church-to-church level represented a n e w  approach to 
this important need. At the Constituting Assembly of the East Asia 
Christian Council in 1959 it was r e c o m m e n d e d  that churches should 
c o m e  together at a local geographic level to face their responsibility 
in mission. But in no country was this approach found feasible. N o w ,  
in some countries, the churches will attempt to c o m e  together on 
mission through the national Christian Councils. In others they m a y  
seek joint action for smaller geographic areas.
T H E  T U R N  T O W A R D  S O C I E T Y  I N  J A P A N
A n  interboard committee consultation was held in Karuizawa,
Japan, in 1963 with the leaders of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan, k n o w n  as T h e  Kyodan.
Representing the Reformed Church in America were Dr. James 
J. Thomas, Area Secretary for Japan and Southeast Asia and Dr.
Marion de Velder, Stated Clerk of the Synod.
T h e  moderator of the United Church in Japan, Dr. Isamu Omura, 
was host and leader to the group in consultation. A m o n g  the leaders 
of the church in Japan in attendance were the Reverend T o m i o  
M u t o  of Meiji Gakuin, and the Reverend Yasuji Ichikawa, w h o  
graduated from Union Theological Seminary in 1962.
Since the end of the war, drastic change has taken place in all 
phases of Japanese life. Truly Japan is a nation on the move. Superb 
trains, luxurious buses and flitting taxis carry people about. T h e  
old 'pattern of large families with authority centered around the 
h o m e  is gone. Japan is n o w  famous for its small families. T h e  apart-
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ments which have taken the place of small houses lining a village 
street have brought with them attendant evils, in morality, in loneli­
ness, in familial relationships broken by Western influences which 
since the war have especially invaded the highly urban areas.
U n d e r  the impact of innovation and change a vast majority of 
the Japanese people have lost confidence in their ancient religions 
and their capricious gods. Here, too, they are searching the universe 
for reality; they are reaching out and searching for truth, for God.
At the consultation Dr. Omura, the moderator, pointed out that 
the church in Japan is faced with a n e w  challenge in evangelism. 
H e  emphasized the need for us to look together a new at the pos­
sibilities and the great potential that joint action for mission has 
in building G o d ’s Kingdom. H e  reiterated that joint action means 
to act with Christ and in Christ; that whatever is done in His n a m e  
must have H i m  at the center.
T h e  leaders of the church in Japan are m o r e  conscious than 
most Christian leaders of the need to carry out the missionary pro­
g r a m  of the church at h o m e  and abroad on the basis of its o w n  
personnel and financial resources. T h e y  were convinced that unless 
aid from abroad were very carefully given and frugally administered 
the Christians of Japan would not shoulder their tasks in building 
G o d ’s K i n g d o m  on earth to the full measure of their capacities. Hen c e  
they were ready with a full schedule for gradual withdrawal of 
financial aid for some aspects of the program which were n o w  well 
established and for diverting some of these funds to n e w  frontier 
mission projects.
T h e  mission board representatives were tempted to take a n e w
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and bold look into the future of the partnership between East and 
West. W h a t  they saw was a greater, not a lesser, involvement of the 
church in Japan as well as the churches in North America. This 
is envisaged as a partnership both in planning and strategy as well 
as in carrying out together the will of the Lord.
T h e  mission board representatives c o m m e n d e d  the leaders and 
leading m e m b e r s  of the United Church of Christ in Japan for their 
desire to assume greater responsibility in the task of evangelism in 
Japan. But the representatives m a d e  quite clear and unequivocal the 
attitude of their churches which was that they were not participat­
ing in the consultation to see what could be withheld, either in 
personnel or finances, but to discover what, under God, could be 
done together to m a k e  Christian witness m o r e  effective, m o r e  rele­
vant and hence m ore fruitful in Japan.
Indeed, there is a w ord of caution in this for the churches of 
Christ everywhere. T h e  time will never c o m e  w h e n  the church of 
Christ anywhere will not need the help of other parts of the body 
of Christ which is His church throughout the world. If any branch 
of the church succumbs to this kind of thinking, it is the beginning 
of decay within it.
O n  the basis of these considerations the consultation swung 
into thinking, not of independence, but of interdependence so that w e  
see as part of our strategy and our philosophy, under Christ, the 
stewardship of the total resources of the total church for the whole 
task of mission to the whole world.
T o  meet the needs of the n e w  Japan that is emerging from the 
old, n e w  patterns of Christian w ork must be found, patterns that
take into account the separation of a m a n ’s place of w o r k  from his 
home, removing h i m  for part of the day from his family; the pre­
dominance of one-and two-generation families in place of the former- 
extended families; the concentration of great numbers of unrelated 
families in small areas and the mobility of the population.
Through these n e w  patterns of w ork will arise a totally n e w  
c o m munity and a c o m munity life which will need some overarching 
spiritual force to help bring cohesiveness and stability into the daily 
lives of Japanese workers. Into this urbanized industrial society with 
its broken relationships and its pressures toward materialism and 
fragmentation the Christian church must c o m e  with its message of 
salvation, its w ord of hope, its witness to wholeness.
In contrast with the n e w  and expressive forms of religions and 
religious manifestations which are coming on the horizon, the Chris­
tian church must c o m e  with strength, even though the n u m b e r  of 
churches and Christians in Japan is relatively small— one Christian 
to every 135 people.
Recognizing that the church in Japan must n o w  “turn toward 
society,” the church in Japan, together with its partners in mission, is 
embarked on a Ten-Year Program of Evangelism. In the situation 
with which it is confronted the church in Japan must live not 
only as a worshipping co m munity but as a serving community, sensi­
tive and responsive to the needs and problems of the world around it.
N e w  efforts in evangelism m a r k  the program. O n e  pastor, con­
cerned with what happens to m e n  newly absorbed into industrialized 
society, m o v e d  into a newly developing steel mill co m m u n i t y  and 
bec a m e  a laborer in the mill. F r o m  his experience he c a m e  to the 
conclusion that what was needed was a Christian center in the midst 
of the workers’ apartments to provide opportunities for worship, 
Christian education and service. H e  is n o w  working to organize 
the congregation which will build the center. Another evangelist is, 
by occupation, a pilot-instructor-consultant with a commercial air­
line. His w ork takes h i m  to various industrial complexes of the n e w  
Japan. There he engages in making the Gospel known.
A s  it seeks to meet the n e w  needs of the times the church in 
Japan is active in meeting the old ones, too. For example, in Kyoto’s 
300-year-old Nishijin weaving area a n e w  inter-denominational 
Christian center has been erected. It is beginning to affect feudalistic 
relationships by its witness to the transforming and redeeming love 
of Jesus Christ.
O n e  of the mutual concerns both of the church in Japan and the 
cooperating churches abroad was the relationship of the church 
schools to the United Church of Christ in Japan. “Are the schools 
as they operate in Japan still geared to the mission task?” it was 
asked. “ If they are not, h o w  can the church help these schools to 
engage in mission, administratively and by sharing resources? Does 
our joint sense of stewardship dictate that there be a better evalua­
tive process in order that the education offered be for abundant
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living? W h a t  is the responsibility of the church to the administration 
of the schools?”
F r o m  these questions a consensus emerged. A  proper adminis­
trative organ of the church should study and evaluate the needs of 
the schools and help the schools establish realistic goals with definite 
criteria of achievement. T h e  responsibility of the mission boards 
to education in Japan should focus, not on the historic relationships 
of denominations to schools, but on the evaluation of the schools in 
the light of present-day needs.
Inquiry established that the contribution which the missionaries 
m a k e  to the life of the United Church of Christ in Japan and its i m ­
pact on the country was of enormous magnitude. W h a t  the church in 
Japan wants is the continued presence of missionaries w h o  c o m e  
with a sense of dedication. W h a t  it seeks is the continued collabora­
tion of missionaries w h o  c o m e  with a willingness to share in the 
pains as well as the glories of building G o d ’s K i n g d o m  on earth, mis­
sionaries w h o  will identify themselves fully with the strivings and 
aspirations of the United Church of Christ in Japan.
T o  share in mission is to share in strengthening the church. 
This involves sharing in reaching out to those w h o  do not k n o w  
Christ. T h e  United Church of Christ in Japan is also engaged in 
efforts to evangelize a m o n g  the students in the schools and colleges 
in Japan which are not church-related institutions. This, too, must 
be a priority concern of the churches from abroad, including the 
R eformed Church, which are her partners in mission.
For the church in Japan this sharing in mission is expressed in 
other ways. H e r  co m m i t m e n t  to the total mission of the church 
extends her missionary interdependence in other directions. T h e  
church in Japan is responding to the needs of the church in other 
parts of East Asia. Missionaries are being sent by the church in 
Japan to India and Taiwan; one missionary sent to India is a medical 
missionary.
A n d  the church in Japan has m u c h  to share with the churches 
in North America. In the fields of industrial and of rural evangelism 
the church in Japan is building u p  a rich body of experience yielding 
fruit in n e w  and m o r e  effective approaches. W e  in North America 
have m u c h  to offer t hem in this area. But they have meaningful in­
sights for us. Church leaders on the North American Continent have 
already done a great deal of initial thinking on ways by which our 
churches can directly benefit through the direct involvement of 
Japanese and other Far Eastern personnel in the life and w o r k  of 
the Church here.
T h e  mission of the church in Japan is a tremendous challenge, 
m o r e  than can be accomplished by the United Church of Christ in 
Japan or by any of her partners alone. It is a task to which only the 
churches of East and West, collaborating as equals, can address t h e m ­
selves with any assurance, and then only because they can rely on 
God, working within history, to weight tbe scale.
M O R E  E F F E C T I V E  P A R T N E R S H I P  I N  I N D I A
T h e  eyes of the Christian world are on the Church of South 
India. For that church, one of the world’s younger churches, is lead­
ing the w a y  in an effort to develop joint action for mission as the 
chief means for bringing about Christian self-renewal and substantial 
advance in building G o d ’s Kingdom. T h e  Reformed Church in 
America is involved in this effort as one of the churches in partner­
ship in mission with the C hurch of South India (CSI).
T h e  present CSI effort dates back to September, 1961. Several 
earlier attempts were m a d e  to achieve integration but they were u n ­
availing. After long urging by related mission bodies and in response 
to a resolution of the Executive Committee of the National Christian 
Council of India, the Executive Committee of the Synod of the CSI 
set u p  in 1961 a Commission on Integration and Joint Action.
T h e  Executive Committee of the CSI Synod brought to the fore 
what was in every one’s minds. This idea was that church leaders 
in India and mission boards should attempt to discover what G o d  
is calling the church in India to be and to do. It is, moreover, that 
the leaders and the boards should thereupon w o r k  out a m o r e  ef­
fective partnership so that the total task of the church m a y  be ac­
complished.
This thinking is in line with recommendations that w o n  wide 
approval within the W o r l d  Council of Churches. These were to the 
effect that the churches within an area, together with their related 
missnonary agencies, should survey the needs and opportunities con­
fronting them and the total resources available to meet them. T h e n  
the churches and mission bodies should engage in a consultation 
aimed at obtaining real and effective deployment of resources in 
the light of the agreed goals.
A  distinguished layman of the Church of South India, Rajaiah 
D. Paul, was n a m e d  head of the commission. T o  its membership were 
designated four bishops, T. B. Benjamin, A. G. Jebaraj, Arnold H. 
Legg and Hospet Sumitra, and two church leaders, A. G u n a m o n y  
and S. Kanakaraj Elias.
T h e  commission in its report said that what was required was 
“nothing less than a revolution in our thinking, in our life and in 
our work.”
It met with deputations from the mission boards of the related 
churches in T a m b a r a m  from D e cember 30, 1963 to January 1, 1964. 
Taking part on behalf of the Reformed Church in America was the 
Reverend John E. Buteyn, Secretary for Africa, Arabia, Iraq, and 
India of the Board of W o r l d  Missions. Other churches and agencies 
represented c a m e  from various parts of the world.
T h e  recommendations of this meeting were considered by the 
Synod of the CSI at its meeting in Secunderabad from January 10 to 
14, 1964. T h e  Synod reached a decision which, it is hoped, will bring 
about m o r e  effective use of the resources of missionary personnel 
and funds in advancing the w ork of the CSI in mission and evangeli­
zation.
T h e  decision is that in carrying on w o r k  in traditional areas 
within particular dioceses bou n d  to t hem by historic ties, the mission 
boards will be given the benefit of the information and judgment 
not only of the diocese hut increasingly of the church as a whole.
Thus traditional w ork will also be considered in relation to the 
needs of the diocese and the church and the opportunities present 
within them. A n d  an effort will be m a d e  to use resources so as to 
foster the development of the CSI toward self-support.
As an aid in implementing the program the CSI Synod voted 
to appoint its first full time officer, an associate secretary. T h e  mis­
sion boards also were asked to hold occasional consultations to coordi­
nate their efforts and assistance.
B y  such steps as these the CSI will w o r k  toward a relationship 
with its partners in mission in which they will progressively extend 
their concerns from traditional areas to the surrounding dioceses, and 
from the dioceses to the church as a whole.
T h e  next step must be the strengthening of the Synod as the 
administrative body of the church and of the diocesan offices as its 
executive arms. T h e n  the church will be able to assess its various 
programs in areas and in dioceses in terms of its total program and 
base priorities u pon realistic needs of an ever-changing society.
In its self-survey the CSI discovered that in m a n y  ways it was 
following time-worn paths, some of t hem not nearly so effective in 
spreading the good news of salvation through Christ as they were in
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the last century. A n d  that m a n y  n e w  ways of witnessing, promising 
the greatest advances, were being neglected. These must be e m ­
ployed.
H o w  will this affect the relationship between the CSI and the 
Reformed Church in America as well as its other partners in mis­
sion? Obviously it should m a k e  the relationship a stronger and closer 
one for the goal is that the m e m b e r s  of the partnership will be en­
gaged as fully as their capacities permit in the c o m m o n  task, m o r e  
effective Christian witness.
T h e  CSI recognizes that for some time to c o m e  trained mission­
aries from overseas will be vitally needed to supplement its ministers 
and full time workers. So, too, does it recognize the fortuitous inter­
dependence of the branches of Christ’s church and the need for 
joint action on the things that can best be done together.
As befits a m e m b e r  of a full and equal partnership, the CSI 
takes responsibility for decisions on work within its jurisdiction. But 
it engages in no arbitrary action in deciding on plans and program. 
Every decision involving a board or agency is a negotiated one, based 
on a full disclosure and mutual consideration of the information 
available.
Moreover, for the Reformed Church and its other overseas part­
ners the CSI has created an atmosphere in which related churches 
have an unusual opportunity for work in India. W e  have the preroga­
tive of initiative, the assurance that our initiatives will be welcomed 
and that, so long as they are realistic, they will receive thoughtful 
and prayerful consideration.
T h e  ultimate goal, of course, is the involvement of the CSI in 
world mission. Already this united church shares in limited mission 
effort in Papua and Thailand, and participates in or carries on alone 
important w o r k  a m o n g  its tribal peoples. But it will be a day of 
great rejoicing in Christendom w h e n  its corps of workers, volunteer 
and full time, will be m o r e  than ample for its needs and can be 
shared with churches overseas. T h e  churches abroad of younger civili­
zations can benefit from the rich religiosity and the ancient culture 
that Indian Christianity has to contribute to the mainstream of h u ­
m a n  life.
S T R E N G T H E N I N G  T H E  W I T N E S S  I N  H O N G  K O N G
T h e  Reformed Church in America works in H o n g  K o n g  with 
the H o n g  K o n g  Council of the Church of Christ in China, in associ­
ation with several other denominations and missionary societies. T h e  
other denominations include the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A., the Evangelical United Brethren Church, the United Church 
of Christ in the U. S. A. (Congregational Christian - Evangelical 
and Reformed), the United Church of Canada, the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) and the Presbyterian Church of N e w  
Zealand. Associated witli them is the L o n d o n  Missionary Society.
A  deputation of the Reformed Church to H o n g  Kong, consisting 
of Dr. James J. Thomas, Area Secretary for Southeast Asia and 
Japan of the Board of W o rld Missions and Dr. Marion de Yelder, 
Stated Clerk of the Synod took place from February 28 to M a r c h  
8, 1963. During this visit a consultation was held with representa- 
fives of the H o n g  K o n g  Council of the Church of Christ in China 
on M a r c h  4 and 5. Representatives of the council included Dr. S. 
C. Leung, chairman, and Dr. Peter W o n g ,  general secretary.
T h e  primary purpose of the consultation was to discuss ways 
and means of strengthening the Christian witness in H o n g  K o n g  
as w e  w ork in partnership. It was decided to set u p  a n e w  Inter­
board Committee for the work.
T h e  n e w  Interboard Committee will have its headquarters in 
N e w  Y o r k  and will be integrated into the present I B C  office. In 
the discussions with the leaders of the church in H o n g  K o n g  it was 
affirmed that the Interboard Committee recognizes the integrity and 
authority of the H o n g  K o n g  Council of the Church of Christ in 
China to m a k e  decisions affecting the life and w o r k  of the church 
in H o n g  Kong.
T h e  Interboard Committee hoped that through consultation 
it could join in considering with the leaders of the church in H o n g  
K o n g  their problems and opportunities and share with t h e m  in their 
decisions which will inevitably affect the whole Church of Christ.
Procedures defining the relationship between the m e m b e r  
boards of the Interboard Committee and the church in H o n g  K o n g  
remain to be clearly defined. It was agreed, however, that requests 
for missionary personnel would be drawn u p  by the personnel c o m ­
mittee of the church in H o n g  K o n g  and transmitted to the m e m b e r  
boards through the Interboard Committee in N e w  York.
O n e  of the areas which will need careful study and planning 
is “the proper use and functioning of missionaries.” T o  facilitate this, 
it was agreed, requests for personnel will be accompanied by clear 
statement of the specific tasks the missionaries will he expected to 
undertake. Recruitment will then he carried on by the mission boards 
with an awareness of these special needs of the church in H o n g  Kong.
O n e  means by which the Reformed Church in America, through 
its Board of W o r l d  Missions, helps to strengthen the church overseas 
is by offering scholarships to church leaders for graduate study.
H o n g  K o n g  will participate in this scholarship program.
T h e  Reformed Church in America has four missionaries w o r k ­
ing under assignment to the H o n g  K o n g  Council of the Church 
of Christ in China. T h e y  are the Reverend Dr. Walter de Yelder, 
whose service in China began in 1929, and Mrs. Harriet B. de Yelder, 
R.N., whose service dates hack to 1938, and the Reverend and Mrs. 
G o r d o n  D e  Free, w h o  began their service in February, 1964.
At the consultation it was agreed that the first responsibility 
of the Reformed Church missionaries is to the church to which 
they are assigned, in this instance the H o n g  K o n g  Council of the 
Church of Christ in China. T o  the extent that is possible and agree­
able to the council, the Reformed Church missionaries, it was agreed, 
could represent this denomination on organizations which are in 
h a r m o n y  with the doctrines and standards of the Reformed Church.
N E W  P A R T N E R S H I P  I N  M I S S I O N  I N  M A L A Y S I A
In Malaysia the Reformed Church in America, through its Board 
of W o r l d  Missions, has worked in mission under informal arrange­
ments with the Malaya Synod of the Chinese Church of Christ. Also 
working with the synod has been the Presbyterian Church of E n g ­
land.
In 1963 a church-to-church relationship was established between 
the Reformed Church in America and the Malaya Synod of the 
Chinese Church of Christ. N o w  the two churches will w o r k  in part­
nership in mission.
T h e  Malaya Synod of the Chinese Church of Christ is a small 
hut fully independent church. It consists of about 4,000 members, 
organized in 40 congregations, of which about 12 are self-supporting. 
Of the congregations, 12 are in Singapore, 20 in the State of J chore 
and the remaining 8 are scattered along the north east coast of 
Malaya.
T h e  vast majority of the membership and leadership of the 
church is drawn from China. Until recent years the whole of its 
ministry was trained in China. It is a church mainly composed of 
first generation immigrant Chinese, and Chinese-speaking people.
A s  an immigrant church composed of people necessarily adapt­
ing to a n e w  environment, the Malaya Synod of the Chinese Church 
of Christ is m a r k e d  by an extreme conservatism, a clinging to the 
things and forms of the past.
T h e  Reformed Chur c h ’s recent involvement in mission in Singa­
pore extends back to 1954, w h e n  the Malaya Synod asked for the 
services of Dr. and Mrs. Hen r y  A. Poppen. Dr. and Mrs. P o p p e n  had 
served in China since 1918. T h e  request was granted and Dr. and 
Mrs. P o p p e n  took u p  work at the Prinsep Street Church in October, 
1955. T h e y  served until April, 1962, w h e n  they were succeeded by
two other Reformed Church missionaries, the Reverend and Mrs. 
Gilbert L u m .
Since 1956 the Malaya Synod has been requesting that the R e ­
formed Church in America become m o r e  fully involved with t hem in 
mission. It repeated its request in 1958 and again in 1960. In 1962 
it again m a d e  the request, instructing its English secretary, the 
Reverend John Henderson, to convey the sense of urgency which 
the Synod felt about obtaining the Reformed Church’s full support 
for the w o r k  in Malaya.
In response to this appeal the Board of W o r l d  Missions of the 
Reformed Church in America sent a deputation to consult with the 
leaders of the Malaya Synod in March, 1963. T h e  deputation con­
sisted of Dr. James J. Thomas, Area Secretary for Southeast Asia and 
Japan, of the Board of W o r l d  Missions and of Dr. Marion de Yelder, 
Stated Clerk of the Synod. S o m e  of the factors affecting Christian 
witness in Malaya were brought h o m e  to the deputation. W o r k  has 
developed in the n e w  villages of Malaya without adequate minis­
terial leadership to stimulate these churches to greater effort in 
evangelizing surrounding populations.
In reaching out to the villages, the church has embraced a large 
n u m b e r  of young people. But it is difficult to maintain their interest 
and support, primarily because of the lack of a national youth pro­
g ram under trained leadership. This had been anticipated as long
ago as 1960, w h e n  the Synod executive had expressed the hope that 
the board might be able to give leadership in specialized w o r k  such 
as youth work evangelism and Christian literature.
In addition, the creation of the n e w  state of Malaysia has wid­
ened the area in which the church is under divine call to m a k e  its 
evangelistic witness felt. T h e  Malaya Synod of the Chinese Church 
of Christ recognizes its lack of well trained personnel and of financial 
resources to meet this challenge.
Into this breach the Reformed Church in America, through its 
Board of Wor l d  Missions, has stepped. In the n e w  church-to-church 
partnership in mission between the Reformed Church and the Malaya 
Synod, which replaces the informal tie of the past, the Reformed 
Church will seek to respond as a full, responsible partner to the 
needs for building G o d ’s K i n g d o m  in this area. T h e  R.C.A. Board 
will aid the Malaya Synod with missionaries and funds as these are 
available. Funds are earmarked for the Malaya Synod in the Board’s 
1964 budget.
N E W  R E L A T I O N S H I P  W I T H  C H U R C H  IN P H I L I P P I N E S
O n e  group of Christians of special concern to the people of the 
Reformed Church in America is the Chinese Christians. For R e ­
formed Church people have ties with the Chinese Christians that 
go back over a century. During 1963 w e  were able to take steps which 
should help to assist in the further growth of the Chinese Christian 
Church and its fuller acceptance into the life and culture of the 
Philippine Islands.
Authorities estimate that in H o n g  Kong, the Philippines and in 
various other areas of Southeast Asia the Overseas Chinese, including 
refugees and earlier expatriates together, n o w  n u m b e r  between 50,­
000,000 and 60,000,000 persons. T h u s  about a tenth of the population 
of Mainland China is n o w  living abroad. A n d  the Overseas Chinese 
are now, in numbers, the equal of m a n y  of the world’s larger nations.
The concern of the Reformed Church for the nurture and growth 
of Christianity a m o n g  the Chinese was unaffected by the political 
catastrophe of C o m m u n i s t  conquest in 1949. R e formed Church mis­
sionaries w h o  c a m e  out of A m o y  were transferred to the chief centers 
of the Overseas Chinese population in Asia: the Philippines, H o n g  
Kong, Taiwan and Singapore.
Most of the Chinese in the Philippines with w h o m  our mission­
aries w ork have lived in the islands all their lives and m a n y  are 
second and third generation Filipinos. In spite of this the Chinese 
Christian churches through which they work and worship do not 
take part as fully as the other Filipino Christians would like in 
the life and work of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines.
Both the United Church of Christ in the Philippines and the 
Reformed Church in America’s Board of W o r l d  Missions became 
aware that our mission to the Chinese was being undertaken without
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full recognition of the United Church. T h e  tendency, w e  discovered, 
was to evangelize separately, rather than in Christian unity. Whereas 
one of the chief goals of the Reformed Church in world mission has 
been to strengthen the local church which is indigenous in its 
culture.
T h e  situation became the subject of consideration by the three 
parties, the R.C.A. Board of W o rld Missions and its missionaries in 
the Philippines, leaders of the United Church of Christ in the Philip­
pines, and leaders of the Chinese Christian Churches there. Discus­
sions of the problem began in 1961. T h e y  reached fruition in a con­
sultation with a deputation from the Reformed Church in 1963. 
T h e  deputation consisted of Dr. James J. Thomas, Area Secretary for 
South East Asia and Japan, R.C.A. Board of W o r l d  Missions; Dr. 
Marion de Velder, Stated Clerk of the Synod, R.C.A.; and Dr. John 
de Maagd, Executive Secretary, Japan Interboard Committee.
As a result of understandings achieved at the consultation and in 
view of its long-standing policy, the Board of W o r l d  Missions took 
action. F r o m  January 1, 1964 on, Reformed Church missionaries 
working in the Philippines will enter into full relationship with the 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines. T h e y  will w o r k  with 
and under the direction of the church in the Philippines. Of course 
they will also continue to w o r k  primarily a m o n g  the Philippine 
Chinese.
T h e  United Church of Christ in the Philippines consists of 140,­
000 Christians in 1,200 congregations. It was established in 1948 as 
an organic union of the Evangelical Church in the Philippines, the 
Philippine Methodist Church and the United Evangelical Church 
of the Philippines.
T A I W A N ,  A  C H U R C H  I N  M I S S I O N
O n e  area of the world where joint action for mission is exempli­
fied and its potentialities for spreading G o d ’s K i n g d o m  illustrated is 
the island of Taiwan (Formosa) off the Chinese mainland. Here 
five overseas churches, through their mission boards, including the 
Reformed Church in America through its Board of W o r l d  Missions, 
are working with the Presbyterian Church of Formosa.
T h e  Presbyterian Church of Formosa is in mission, in the plains 
where the towns and villages are situated in which the Chinese from 
the mainland live, and in the mountains where the tribal peoples, 
the indigenous inhabitants of the island, live.
Complete statistics on the situation a m o n g  the tribal peoples 
have been published by the Reverend H. T. Cho, Secretary for Tribal 
W o r k  of the Presbyterian Church of Formosa. T h e y  show that in a 
tribal population of 211,217, there are 67,331 Christian believers of 
the Reformed tradition; that is, Formosa Presbyterians. O n e  third of 
the tribal peoples are n o w  evangelical Christians!
It is true, of course, that this represents the w o r k  of m a n y  years. 
Indeed, in 1627 the Reformed Church in the Netherlands sent 37
• 
0
missionaries to the island, and although they were driven out after 
only 30 years, it is n o w  apparent that they converted m a n y  of the 
tribal people and left a lasting influence on tribal culture. In 1865 
the Presbyterian Churches of England and Canada sent other mis­
sionaries. These laid the foundations for the Presbyterian Church of 
Formosa. After the second world war they were joined by mission­
aries of the Reformed Church in America, the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S., and the United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
In 1945 there were ahodt- 2,000 evangelical Christians a m o n g  the 
tribal peoples and there were no churches. T h e n  the Presbyterian 
Church of Formosa, with the help of its overseas partners, went into 
action.
A  small group of Formosan-Chinese and foreign missionaries 
sparked the evangelism campaign but it was carried out, for the most 
part, by the tribal peoples themselves. B y  1954 there were 26,597 
believers, organized into 177 churches. Thereafter growth was even 
m ore rapid, so that today there are 67,331 believers, incorporated 
into 382 congregations and preaching stations. Of these 78 are self­
supporting, as well as 15 others which form 4 self-supporting joint 
pastorates.
T h e  Reformed Church in America has played an active role in 
bringing about these noteworthy events in several ways. Its mis­
sionaries help to staff Y u  Shan Theological Institute at Hualien 
and its funds help to maintain this institution. It is one of the few 
that train young people from the tribes w h o  are eager to do church 
work. There is also the Hsinchu Bible School, and special schools 
for tribal people at Hualien and Puli. In addition, five students from 
the tribes have lately w o n  admission to the Taiwan Theological Col­
lege near Taipei. Also R.C.A. missionaries help to staff the Tainan 
Theological College, one of the institutions of the church which the 
R.C.A. helps to maintain. Tainan Theological College has trained 
some of the Formosan-Chinese w h o  have entered tribal work.
W h a t  has this dedication to mission meant to the church as a 
whole? F r o m  1954 to 1962 the n u m b e r  of churches and preaching 
stations increased from 231 to 825 and the total n u m b e r  of m e m b e r s  
in congregations from 137,000 to 180,000. This achievement was ac­
complished by the campaign k n o w n  as the Double the Churches 
Movement. T h e  campaign aroused a great deal of interest at the first 
region-wide conference of the East Asian Christian Council in March, 
1963. Indeed, the conferees of the other East Asian churches felt that 
the record was a challenge to them.
N o w  the goal of the Church in Tai w a n  is to celebrate its cen­
tenary in 1965 by having 1,000 churches in operation by that time—  
175 m o r e  to go!
A  tropical typhoon struck the northern half of Taiwan in the 
fall of 1963, wreaking an unprecedented toll of death and destruction 
through high flooding and landslides. A  relief fund was raised 
through Church W o r l d  Service. T h e  Canadian and English Presby­
terian Churches responded generously. T h e  Board of W o r l d  Missions
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of the Ref.ormed Church in America responded immediately with 
a gift of $5,000.
C H U R C H  U N I T Y  I N  T H E  A R A B I A N  G U L F
Until recent times there has been a m i n i m u m  of cooperative mis­
sion effort in the Middle East. M a n y  factors have contributed to this. 
T h e  ancient apostolic and orthodox churches have been separated 
from the evangelical churches for a long time. During the past cen­
tury some mission representatives from the W est have helped to en­
courage this division by strategies aimed at winning adherents from 
the ancient Christian churches rather than from the non-Christian 
groupings. T h e  diverse and complex political conditions in most M i d ­
dle East countries have also tended to discourage cooperation a m o n g  
Christians in mission. T h e  general disunity a m o n g  the Arab peoples 
has fragmented Arab society.
Then, too, religious persecution has scattered Christians through­
out the Middle East. Thus m a n y  have no ancestral ties to their place 
of residence and live as immigrants isolated from the life of the place 
and often, even as migrants without fixed abode. Those w h o  have 
been able to settle d o w n  have often established exclusive Christian 
communities and their hatred for Muslim neighbors has continued 
strong.
T h e  Reformed Church in America’s Arabian Mission which m i n ­
isters to three countries along the Arabian Gulf, the Sheikdoms of 
Kuwait and Bahrain and the Sultanate of O m a n ,  has been in the 
forefront of the Reformed Church’s effort to strengthen the spirit 
of Christian unity and cooperative endeavor in the area.
T h e  Mission Executive Committee, at a meeting in April, 1963, 
adopted a program to that end. It asked each congregation and its 
leaders to consider ways and means of strengthening their relation­
ships with other churches and groups of churches in the Middle 
East. It called on all Christians to re-evaluate constantly our progress 
toward church unity and organization in the area. It stressed that 
such self-examination, individually and collectively, should be carried 
on honestly in the light of the fact that Christ so loved the Church 
that H e  gave Himself for her.
T h e  Executive Committee decided that within the Mission the 
study on unity and mission should continue. It asked that each pastor 
preach several sermons based on the study materials for the Con-
sultation on Mission and Unity, held in Aleih, Lebanon, in N o v e m ­
ber, 1962.
In recent years the Near East Christian Council has bec o m e  a 
valuable instrument for achieving joint programming and consul­
tation.
T h e  Reformed Church, of course, has given whole-hearted sup­
port to the Near East Christian Council. Indeed, the Executive C o m ­
mittee of the Arabian Mission voted to inform the secretary of the 
N.E.C.C. that w e  endorse the formation of a Council of Churches 
in the Arabian Gulf and offer any assistance that the Mission can 
give.
T h e  R.C.A. Board of W o r l d  Missions has given priority to the 
task of building a program of mission and evangelism in the region 
which is adapted to its history and culture. It has also given priority 
to the task of training nationals of the region to take positions of 
leadership in the churches.
T h e  board has also given further consideration to additional 
ways in which the work and witness of the Reformed Church in the 
region can he joined with the similar efforts of others. For example, 
the Arabian Mission has been giving s ome assistance in language 
study to several missionaries from T E A M  (The Evangelical Alliance 
Mission), sponsored by W o r l d  Vision.
A n  arrangement has been m a d e  by the mission boards for ex­
changing missionaries in the Middle East. This is being done b y  the 
R.C.A. Board of W o rld Missions and the Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A.
During 1963 Miss Gertrude Nyce of C O E M A R ,  U P C U S A ,  visited 
s ome of the Gulf areas to study the program of the Arabian Mission 
to gather information to aid in recruiting personnel for the mission.
C H U R C H  I N  I R A Q  O R G A N I Z E S  A  S Y N O D
Political turmoil in Iraq during 1963 h a mpered the w o r k  in mis­
sion of the Protestant Christian c o m munity and created difficulties 
for the United Mission in Iraq. But in spite of the political situation, 
lost ground has been recovered and n e w  hope raised of substantial 
advance in the future.
M a n y  Protestant Christians in the mountain villages of Northern 
Iraq were forced by the violence of Kurdish rebellion to leave their 
homes. However, in Basrah, Kirkuk and Mosul the churches and 
some unorganized groups have carried on without serious hindrance. 
Sunday Schools, youth groups and w o m e n ’s groups have carried on 
their activities and the ordinary life of the congregation has con­
tinued.
In this nation of 7,150,000 persons, the Protestant Christian c o m ­
munity numbers only 1,500, a minority of the Christian minority in a 
Muslim world. It consists of five organized congregations and six u n ­
organized groups. T h e y  have been led by five ordained pastors and
four lay evangelists. O n e  of the ministers is at an advanced age and 
partially retired and another is in America for further study.
T h e  leadership during 1963 was strengthened providentially. A  
young m a n  is serving effectively as the preacher in the church in 
Basrah, making possible the virtual retirement of its aged pastor. 
A n  evangelist, after a period of study in Lebanon, has taken u p  w ork 
in Basheeqa. A  w o m a n  evangelist carries on a faithful w ork in Mosul, 
with frequent visits to Basheeqa. T w o  other potential evangelists or 
pastors are n o w  studying in Lebanon. T h e  churches are assisting in 
the provision of scholarship funds for these students, as is the 
United Mission in Iraq.
T h e  churches have drawn up and agreed u pon a constitution f.or 
a Synod. T h e y  sought recognition for it from the Iraq government. 
But thus far the government’s answer has been that the Protestant 
co m m u n i t y  is not sufficiently large enough to be recognized as an 
ecclesiastical organization on the same basis as those of the larger 
Eastern churches. T h e  churches are continuing to seek the govern­
m e n t ’s recognition, however.
In the meantime the churches are being encouraged to activate 
the Synod organization as a functioning ecclesiastical body regard­
less of the status it m a y  hold in the eyes of the government.
Four overseas churches, through their mission boards, collabor­
ate in the United Mission in Iraq, which is k n o w n  in that country as 
the Iraq Fellowship. Besides the Reformed Church in America these 
cooperating churches are the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A., the United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S
Under present conditions education is the primary means of 
witness for foreign missionaries. All of the missionaries are connected 
in some wa y  with the w ork of the schools. It is hoped, however, that 
there will be an increasing opportunity for various forms of out­
reach and witness beyond the schools in Basrah and Baghdad.
In view of this, it is fortunate that in spite of the adverse political 
situation it has been possible to bui£d u p  the membership of the 
Iraq Fellowship. At one time recently, shortly after the 1958 revolu­
tion, only four missionaries were left in Iraq. Several families had 
been expelled and it was not k n o w n  if others would be allowed 
to return.
However, several were able to c o m e  back. S o m e  n e w  mission­
aries were permitted to enter the country as teachers in the schools. 
In 1963 one of the families expelled in 1959 was allowed to rejoin the 
fellowship. With the addition in 1964 of a couple experienced as edu­
cators, the personnel of the Mission will reach an encouraging plateau 
of 18 persons.
S U D A N  E X P E L S  A L L  M I S S I O N A R I E S
T h e  last two missionaries serving in the South Sudan under 
appointment from the Board of W o r l d  Missions of the Reformed 
Church in America, Miss Lillian Huisken, R.N., and Miss W i l m a  J. 
Kats, were removed from their w ork at A k o b o  in the Sudan on M a r c h  
1, 1964. T h e  Government of the Sudan announced on Feb. 27, 1964 
that it would deport all foreign missionaries working in the southern 
provinces. T h e  order affected all 32 Protestant missionaries, 12 of 
t hem associated with the American Mission of the U p per Nile, a
joint enterprise of the United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 
and the Reformed Church. It also expelled 272 R o m a n  Catholic 
missionaries.
T h e  government’s decision was taken after reports of uprisings 
and terrorist activity in Bahr-el-Ghazal, a southern province, where a 
R o m a n  Catholic-educated son of a tribal chief was executed as the 
leader of an abortive revolt. T h e  government held the foreign mis­
sionaries responsible for the unrest in the south and claimed that 
their efforts contributed to disunity of the Sudanese nation, c o m ­
posed mainly of Mus l i m  Arabs in the north and of pagan African 
tribes, in the south, where there are very few converts to Islam.
Unrest was widespread in the south through 1963. Partly it was 
political, reflecting agitation for the secession and independence 
of the three southern provinces, Bah-el-Ghazal, Equatoria and U p ­
per Nile, the last being the province where the Protestant mission­
aries have been working. Partly it arose from economic conditions. 
Severe flooding in 1963 killed m u c h  livestock, destroyed m a n y  h o m e s  
and d a m a g e d  m a n y  farms, leaving the people in desperate straits.
O u r  missionaries, of course, were careful not to beco m e  involved 
in the political differences. But one of the problems was that some 
of the tribes’ leaders involved in the unrest had been educated by 
Western missionaries, which m a d e  the K h a r t o u m  government sus­
picious of them. Also it was suggested that the Government wished to 
stamp out guerilla activity and wanted, therefore, to get the mis­
sionaries out of the w a y  and out of view.
Maj. Gen. M o h a m m e d  A h m e d  Irwa, Minister of the Interior, 
said that Sudanese clergy would take over the churches and mission 
stations and would have full freedom to carry out their religious 
rites. This had already been done in a n u m b e r  of instances by S u ­
danese Protestant pastors and evangelists. But several were unable 
to do so, as they are in jail, accused of having been involved in the 
unrest. T h e  widespread near-starvation after the flood gave m a n y  
of t hem problems of conscience and they asked the Government for 
permission to distribute relief food. T h e  Government refused, fear­
ing that some might go to agitators, strengthening t hem in their ac­
tivity. W h a t  to do? This contributed to the misunderstanding.
T h e  expulsion of Miss Huisken and Miss Kats was anticipated 
w h e n  Miss Arlene Schuiteman, R.N., another Reformed Church mis­
sionary, was expelled in November, 1963. Miss Schuiteman h ad been 
working since March, 1955 in a busy clinic serving the N u e r  people 
at Nasir on the Sobat River. She cared for an average of 400 out­
patients w h o  c a m e  daily to the clinic. N o  explanation was given for 
her expulsion.
Miss Schuiteman was the 30th m e m b e r  of the staff of the A m e r i ­
can Mission in the Tipper Nile to be expelled.
Before the final expulsion there were m a n y  things for which the 
missionaries were grateful. As Dr. Lowrie Anderson, general secretary 
of the U p p e r  Nile Association, reported in October, 1963:
“F r o m  every side w e  see a groundswell of interest in Christian-
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ity. T h e  Southern Sudanese are seeking some n e w  center around 
which they can reorganize their lives. T h e y  are looking first to the 
Church to see if w e  have the answer.
“Pagans going to the north crowd into our churches and chapels; 
school boys taught Islam in schools c o m e  on their free days and ask 
for Christian instruction. T h e  Church, w eak as it seems to be, is 
trying to meet the challenge.
“ Trying to analyze w h y  44 people were baptized in Pibor this 
year, w e  can point to m a n y  factors. T h e  Witness of the Swarts, Hoek- 
stras and Roodes in the years past. T h e  faithfulness of Baryona 
(Sudanese dresser and lay preacher w h o  was scheduled to be m o v e d  
out with his family but w h o  voluntarily remained behind w h e n  all 
the missionaries were obliged to leave) and the Murle elders. T h e  
present general interest in Christianity.
“T h e  vital factor was that the Mission did not pull out. Dr. M a r y  
Smith flew in only once a month, hut in doing so she proclaimed to 
the people of Pibor that they had friends, that w e  were interested 
in them, that w e  wanted the witness which w e  carried on in our 
strength to continue in our time of weakness.”
First, w e  must record our gratitude to G o d  that in the danger­
ous times which preceded the expulsion our missionaries escaped 
unharmed. A n d  that H e  sustained t hem in their trials and anxie­
ties, often too m u c h  for h u m a n s  to bear without divine help, and 
comforts t hem n o w  in their anxiety and concern for their fellow- 
Christians and their pagan friends in the South Sudan.
Second, let us pray for our fellow-Christians of the South Sudan 
and for their countrymen, that their time of trouble m a y  end quickly 
and that through G o d ’s means if not through those from which w e  
are n o w  barred, they m a y  c o m e  to k n o w  the happiness of return­
ing G o d ’s love for them through the redemptive sacrifice of Christ.
Third, let us m a k e  sure that the Christians of the South Sudan 
k n o w  that, far from being abandoned to the militant proselytism 
of a renascent faith that, once again, as in the past, is competing 
with the peace that Christ brought and gave (and competing with 
the help of the sword), the Christians of the South Sudan and their 
countrymen are paramount in our prayers and our concerns. A n d  
let us take counsel on h o w  G o d  wishes us to respond to this challenge. 
Dr. Anderson remarked prophetically last October, “W e  need to 
develop different methods to fulfill the role G o d  meant for us to
p l a y ”  . . .  . .As one of the missionaries wrote: “Let us put our hand in His
hand, conscious of the nail-prints in that h and— the badge of G o d ’s 
concern for sinful men.”
T h e  R e formed Church in America is n o w  engaged in a joint 
mission enterprise in Ethiopia with the United Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. through the Ethiopian Mission initiated by the 
U P C U S A  in 1920. This association enables these two denominations 
to continue the cooperation in mission in Africa which linked them 
in Christian mission in the South Sudan.
Reformed Church in Mission
B O A R D  O F  W O R L D  M I S S I O N S  S T A F F  R E O R G A N I Z E D
T h e  R eformed Church in America’s Board of W o r l d  Missions 
completed in 1963 the reorganization of its Staff, a task undertaken 
about five years before. But the effort went far beyond a staff re­
organization to a re-examination of the w a y  the Board, and its Staff, 
do respond and should respond to the needs of the Church as a 
society of Christians in mission overseas as well as at home.
W h a t  is the task of the Church which it is the Board’s assignment 
to facilitate? It is to present the Gospel effectively, in obedience to 
Christ, to people in other countries. In m a n y  areas this is done 
through professionally-trained missionaries. A n  important job of the 
Board and its Staff, then, is to serve, as efficiently and as effectively 
as possible, as a vehicle between the missionaries in the field of serv­
ice and the Church at home. In some areas the proclamation of the 
Gospel is also accomplished, in our day, by m e m b e r s  of overseas 
churches, serving as full-time Christian workers, as part-time workers, 
or as volunteers; and by m e m b e r s  of our o w n  church at h o m e  serv­
ing abroad as employes of secular or governmental agencies or of 
commercial organizations. Christian witness, to the limit of one’s 
capacity, is the obligation of every church m e m b e r  and not merely 
that of the ordained or the professionally-trained church worker. 
Here it is the B o ard’s task, through its staff, to serve as the m e d i u m  
through which the Christian worker is linked to the church here, 
as a fount of prayer, resources and experience, and to the church
overseas, as a fount of prayer, spiritual strength and indigenous wis­
dom.
T h e  role of the Board and its Staff are thus seen clearly as a 
service role.
As the Board studied the situation today it c a m e  to the conclu­
sion that this kind of organized effort by a group of people was likely 
to be m o r e  successful if one person were primarily accountable and 
responsible rather than if the group sought to administer itself 
through the so-called “collegiate system.” Therefore an organization 
plan was evolved having a General Secretary at its head.
Reporting to the General Secretary would be executives in charge 
of five departments. These are: an Area Secretary for India-Africa- 
Arabia; an Area Secretary for Japan and Southeast Asia; a Treas­
urer; a Secretary for Personnel; and a Secretary for Promotion and 
Church Relations.
T h e  concept of a General Secretary and the overall organization 
plan were approved by the Board in May, 1960. In September, 1961, 
the Organization Committee and the Staff reviewed the circum­
stances and the conclusions and reiterated the conviction that the 
concept of a General Secretary offered the best means of handling 
Board responsibilities properly.
T h e  Board m a d e  an effort to fill the General Secretaryship.
After surveying the possibilities, the Board extended a call to 
the Reverend E d w i n  M. Luidens, w h o  was working with the Near 
East Christian Council in its effort to use radio as a m e ans of mass 
evangelization. Mr. Luidens discussed the matter with the Board and 
seriously considered the call. But the w ork for which he had ac­
cepted responsibility in the Middle East was still in its infancy and 
he felt he could not leave it at that time.
In October, 1963, the Board reconsidered the whole matter and 
the personnel available. O n  the recommendation of its Organization 
Committee, the Board unanimously renewed its call to Mr. Luidens. 
In the meantime Mr. Luidens had built u p  the radio project— the 
Radio Voice of the Gospel, an instrument of the Church in Africa 
as well as the Middle East— into the largest Christian broadcasting 
m e d i u m  in the world. Mr. Luidens n o w  found it possible to accept 
the call. H e  turned over his responsibilities on January 1, 1964 to 
Mr. William Haddad, a national of the Middle East.
Mr. Luidens assumes his n e w  responsibilities in the Spring of 
1964. H e  brings to the position of General Secretary not only the 
qualifications specified by the Board but the experience of 19 years 
of service overseas in the Reformed Church mission program. His 
installation brings to a close the transition period. N o w  the Board 
is equipped to confront n e w  problems which face the R eformed 
Church in America in its missionary effort.
M u c h  of the Church’s activity in mission will continue to be 
along traditional lines. But as the Church m e m b e r s  m o r e  and m o r e  
bec o m e  involved in mission and take part in the program, not merely 
as supporters, in terms of spiritual and material resources, but as
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participants in it, serving to the full extent of their capabilities, 
mission activity will pursue n e w  approaches.
Changing situations require study and experimentation. O n e  
question often raised is h o w  an Area Secretary should operate so 
that he can be most effective. Should he w o r k  in the h o m e  office 
with occasional deputations overseas? O r  should he live and w o r k  
in the overseas area for which he has responsibility in mission?
Missionaries suggested, and one of the Board’s committees rec o m ­
mended, that the latter course be tried. T h e  Board approved a four- 
months trial in which the Reverend John E. Buteyn, Area Secretary 
for Africa, Arabia, Iraq, and India, and Mrs. Buteyn m o v e d  to India. 
Mr. Buteyn there carried on his administrative responsibilities.
T H E  R O L E  O F  T H E  M I S S I O N A R Y
Is there any r o o m  in the Chur c h ’s w o r k  in mission overseas in 
this, the second half of the Twentieth Century for the stereotyped 
idea of the missionary as the m a n  or w o m a n  w h o  need possess no 
m o r e  than a burning desire to go and tell the heathen what he ought 
to k n o w  and do to be saved? Of course there isn’t. A n d  in truth there 
never was, in the R e formed Church as well as other churches.
T h e  pioneer Reformed Church missionaries exemplified the 
calling after the Biblical models, O u r  Lord and Master and the 
apostles and disciples in the early Church.
T h e  missionary was and is the committed, dedicated Christian 
of special-and needed-talents and skills. Because of his special quali­
fications the missionary is the Christian worker in mission w h o  is 
selected to be sent to share what he has received from G o d  with 
other m e n — and to receive from t hem whatever they also have to 
share that can be of help in achieving the ultimate goal of Christ’s
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ministry. That goal is to light m e n ’s hearts with G o d ’s Living W o r d  
so that H e  m a y  reign in His K i n g d o m  throughout the earth, holding 
dominion in their lives.
A n d  as such, the professionally-trained, full-time missionary is 
needed n o w  m o r e  than ever, though he is no longer the only Christian 
working on the frontiers of faith. As such he will be needed even 
m o r e  in the future w h e n  m a n y  other types of Christian workers in 
mission will be man n i n g  the bridgeheads of faith with him.
In essence, mission is the w o r k  of the Spirit, through the mis­
sionary (or through any other Christian) as the vehicle for G o d ’s 
abiding love for all his creatures. It is a three-point flow that runs 
both ways: from God, to the missionary, to the inquirer (or the af­
flicted or troubled or interested) ; from God, to the inquirer, to 
the missionary (and often through the missionary to the supporting 
Church in mission).
This fact was understood and appreciated by the missionaries 
w h o  carried the Gospel to all the continents. It was understood and
appreciated in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries w h e n  the 
m o d e r n  missionary m o v e m e n t  was established a m o n g  the churches 
of the Reformed tradition. But the Twentieth Century has n e w  in­
sights about missionary activity.
In our century the Church has c o m e  to see that the proclamation 
of the Gospel by the missionary can best be done— or perhaps can 
only be done— within the context of the society to which the W o r d  
has been carried; that is, by someone w h o  will identify with that 
society, will set himself within its context and relate fully to it and 
to particular m e m b e r s  of it.
Far-sighted m e m b e r s  of the Church, of course, realized this long 
ago. Dr. John Scudder, pioneer foreign missionary of the Reformed 
Church in America, was the first Christian medical missionary. In 
order to serve m o r e  adequately the people of India to w h o m  he had 
dedicated his life and work, he prepared for and received ordina­
tion while on active service.
Another pioneer Reformed Church missionary, the Reverend 
David P. Abeel, founder of the Chu r c h ’s mission in China, wrote in 
his journal before he died in 1846, “T h e  work of evangelizing the 
world dem a n d s  m o r e  than the labors of the ordinary missionary. 
There must he teachers, physicians, merchants, in places mechanics 
— Christian communities w h o  can employ all the various means by 
which the heathen world m a y  be influenced.”
Indeed, the very first missionary of the Reformed Church in 
America, Dominie Johannes Megapolensis, brought to the M o h a w k  
Indians in 1645 not only preaching in their o w n  tongue but, at the 
outset, pastoral care.
T h e  nature of the missionary’s task is defined adequately for 
our day in the Bible, for the task is the same today as it was in 
the early church. G o d  has revealed Himself as one; H e  is, therefore 
the G o d  of all men. F r o m  the time of A b r a h a m  (“ all the families 
of the earth” ) to the time of Christ (“ all the nations” ) the emphasis 
has been on all.
G o d  has revealed Himself also as m a k e r  and redeemer whose 
Lordship has been finally manifested in Jesus Christ. Those w h o  do 
not acknowledge Christ’s Lordship, then, are in rebellion against the 
claims of His love m a d e  k n o w n  through Christ and are enemies w h o  
need to be reconciled to God. Those w h o  do acknowledge Christ’s 
Lordship do so by and in obedience to Him.
In obedience to Christ the missionary seeks the conversion of 
his neighbor, that is to say the latter’s break with a world hostile 
to G o d  and the transfer of his affections to their proper object, God, 
m a k e r  and redeemer. T h e  missionary does this by witnessing to 
Christ’s Lordship; and this is mission.
T hus the missionary’s task— as also the Church’s task in mis­
sion— derives from the very creation and redemption of the world.
T h e  Gospel, the good news of m a n ’s salvation which it is the 
task of the Church in mission to proclaim, is not an intellectual 
achievement of man. It is, rather, G o d ’s revelation of Himself, His
open manifestation of His love for m a n  in the objective, historical 
reality of His Son, sent by the Father for m a n ’s redemption, continu­
ing His mission to the end of time through the Spirit acting through 
His believers, the body of the m e m b e r s  of His Church, His body.
If this is in fact what the Gospel is, then by its very nature it 
must be addressed to the whole world.'The goal, then, of the Church 
must be the proclamation of the Gospel to the whole world.
But the goal is not realized merely by making Christian truth 
accessible to all men. T h e y  must “hear” it; that is, give it a hearing.
G o d  spoke to m a n  through Jesus Christ. T h e  Christian in mission 
must bear witness to this and he must seek to persuade non-believers 
to accept a like faith. This is what the proclamation of the Gospel 
involves and it defines the essential activity of the missionary and, 
indeed, of all Christians in mission.
Throughout all time G o d  has sought m a n  as the object of His 
love, and has accepted its return in obedience to H i m  as the b ond 
of reconciliation to Him. As the Christian serves in mission in his 
due capacity, he is the agent of G o d ’s love to others. T h e  privilege 
of the missionary is to be the most effective of G o d ’s agents.
T h e  m e m b e r s  of the Church, Peter said, are a “royal priest­
h o o d ” that they might “declare the wonderful deeds of H i m  w h o  
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” Wherever he 
is, the Christian is b o u n d  to “declare” this by his life and his work, 
interpreting G o d ’s Word. T h e  missionary differs only in that, able to 
serve through special qualifications which will give added weight to 
his witness, he is sent.
O u r  Lord and Master c ame to serve and through His Church 
continues to serve. H e  is the great Servant. As Jesus served the Father 
so does the Church serve Christ; it is the servant of the Servant.
“H i m  w e  proclaim,” Paul said, “ That w e  m a y  present every m a n  
mature in Christ. For this I toil, striving with all the energy which 
H e  mightily inspires within me.” Foremost a m o n g  the servants of 
the Servant are the missionaries.
T h e  very nature of the Gospel requires that the news be shared.
In the eyes of G o d  everyone is of infinite worth, which means each 
person. G o d  gives us His redeeming love that through us it m a y  
be manifest to others. W h e r e  w e  cannot go ourselves w e  send our 
fellow-Christian, the missionary. But he does not go alone. T h e  na­
ture of mission demands that there be a sharing, an intermingling 
of witnesses by Christians at h o m e  and abroad.
W h a t  is m a n ’s need which the Church meets through the mis­
sionary? T o  end the futility of life lived in alienation from God, 
for one thing. Without God, m a n  lives under the dominion of dark­
ness, a slave to the forces of chaos, a victim of death and despair.
B y  the faitli G o d  kindles in the heart of the non-believer, through 
the missionary, the loving Creator enables His creature to achieve 
his glorification, the indwelling of the Spirit.
T h e  urgency of the missionary task comes not only from m a n ’s 
potentiality for good but from the fact that m a n  is under G o d ’s
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judgment and as an unrepentant sinner is the proper object of His 
wrath. M a n ’s alienation from his Maker, unless it be relieved and 
m a n  delivered of the judgment, m a y  progress to the point where 
his d o o m  is inescapable. Man, by his acts, m a y  provoke G o d ’s righte­
ous judgment, m a y  bring to h and the day of wrath.
It is the missionary’s consciousness of this inevitable outcome 
of m a n ’s alienation from G o d  that spurs h i m  on to render the most 
effective witness and service of which he is capable.
This, then, is the role of the missionary as it was understand 
in the early Church, as it is understood in the Church today, as it 
will be understood in the future. In essence, the role ever remains 
the same.
But the ways by which the missionary fulfills his role change 
as the world changes; the missionary must be all things to all men. 
In one place the missionary m a y  have to ascend a prominence in 
the market place and preach. In another, preaching m a y  be impos­
sible and the missionary’s only possible contact with the people m a y  
be as medical m a n  or as Christian teacher. In still another, the mis­
sionary m a y  function as radio station manager, or as manager of a 
magazine press, reaching the people through the media of mass 
communications.
Indeed, often the missionary never preaches, leaving that func­
tion to a national, though of course the missionary always seeks 
to give equally eloquent witness. T h e  missionary is there to stimu­
late inquiry by his personal contacts and then, through personal 
guidance, to help the inquirer to achieve an understanding which 
will prepare the w a y  for faith and conviction.
These are the things missionaries do everywhere, at h o m e  and
abroad— seek to help inquirers to c o m e  to k n o w  and to understand; 
seek to stimulate inquiry a m o n g  personal friends. But they also do 
something else. T h e y  try to serve. H o w  they serve varies from one 
place to another.
A  missionary m a y  serve as a pastor; but this is not usual and, 
if at all possible, it is temporary. Often he is given a primary assign­
m ent as an evangelist; or if he has some other m a i n  assignment 
he usually also works as an evangelist.
T h e  ordained missionary m a y  find himself in any one of a 
variety of situations. In India, for example, one is assigned as pastor 
of a church which gives h i m  access to m a n y  college students. Another 
m a y  find himself, as one in Japan, serving as pastor, counsellor and 
friend to young m e n  just beginning their ministries.
Until the local groups of Christians develop candidates for the 
ministry, the ordained missionary must serve them, sustain their 
faith, enrich their witness and w o r k  at the same time to enlarge 
their numbers. As soon as possible, under long-standing Reformed 
Church policy,- he seeks to develop ministerial candidates w h o  can 
be trained as pastors.
But in other situations the reverse is true. T h e  local Church 
has people capable of all its positions. Yet it seeks missionaries, not 
because its people cannot do the work but because its clergy are so 
few as yet that the w o r k  can only be done with the help of per­
sonnel from abroad.
Often the Christian worker in world mission is asked at a world 
mission exhibit or a world mission presentation; “W h a t  exactly is 
it that missionaries d o ? ” It is a difficult question to answer for the 
chief activity of missionaries does not lend itself to summarization. 
Most missionaries consider witness through personal contact the most 
important part of their work. But there are, of course, m a n y  other 
things which missionaries do.
For example, one w o m a n  missionary of the R eformed Church 
teaches English and the Bible in the Junior and Senior H igh School 
to which she is assigned, and every Saturday she meets with the
English D r a m a  Club of which she is faculty adviser. Once a m o n t h  
she has the privilege of leading the seniors in Bible discussion— a 
“rewarding experience,” she reports. Altogether a full schedule, most 
people would think.
But not for this missionary. She also carries on three Bible 
classes in her home, one for young people from a public High School 
in her city, one for adults— a business man, two students from the 
marine college, office girls, a housemother and girls working in stores. 
Fifteen adults attend regularly. She also entertains regularly and 
gives Bible instruction to two non-Christian teachers at her school. 
O n e  teacher has n o w  decided to ask the pastor of her town for 
baptism. T h e  other also has begun to attend church faithfully.
Another example is a w o m a n  missionary of the R e formed Church 
w h o  has a spine injury which, she says, limits her activity at the 
present time. She plans to have it attended to w h e n  she returns to 
the United States on furlough next year. In spite of the injury, h o w ­
ever, she is a teacher at a college, teaching phonetics to all six fresh­
m a n  sections, oral English to English majors and practice teaching 
to juniors and seniors. She serves as chairman of several college c o m ­
mittees and represents the R.C.A. constituency on the board of trus­
tees of a high school in her city.
A n d  she has private activities as well. She works a m o n g  the 
freshmen and was very happy this year w h e n  m a n y  of t h e m  took part 
in Y W C A ,  T M C A  and other kinds of camps for handicapped and 
under-privileged children. In addition she has a Bible class with 
freshmen on Saturday mornings, w h e n  she is free of college respon­
sibilities. This year eleven received baptism!
So, too, does the lay missionary witness and serve. H e  or she 
m a y  be teacher, doctor or nurse. But the w o r k  that is done depends 
on the needs of the local people and the local Christians. T h e  secular 
educator finds opportunities for religious education, for evangelism, 
for other Christian work. T h e  nurse m a y  enjoy the experience of 
teaching Bible classes and of training homemakers. T h e  doctor m a y  
find time to help the local pastor in his counselling. So, too, did our 
Lord and Master ply his o w n  ministry in m a n y  ways, preaching, 
teaching, healing, counselling, working at the net and with the hoe.
T H E  M I N I S T R I E S  O F  T H E  O R D A I N E D  A N D  T H E  L A I T Y
T h e  ministry of the ordained missionary abroad, in our time, 
normally involves accepting an assignment from the church over­
seas. H e  m a y  be asked to share pastoral care of the m e m b e r s  of the 
church. O r  he m a y  be relieved of pastoral responsibilities and asked 
to w ork at the synod level.
H e  m a y  be assigned full time to the w o r k  of church extension, 
organizing congregations, getting t hem functioning with stability, 
then handing t h e m  over to a citizen of the country. O r  he m a y  be 
assigned to some form of evangelism, personal evangelism, youth
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evangelism, newspaper evangelism, industrial evangelism. O r  he m a y  
be asked to combine some pastoral responsibilities with evangelism.
Usually the overseas church asks the n e w  missionary what type 
of mission w ork he feels compelled to pursue, and tries to assign h i m  
to an area where this work can be undertaken. O n  the local level 
the pastors of the area directly affected by the missionary’s presence 
and w ork usually concern themselves with the w o r k  program and 
often consult with the missionary on its content.
Sometimes the ordained missionary provides a type of clergy 
not available in the overseas church. Sometimes the overseas church 
has excellent men, well-prepared, for the w ork but must call u pon 
the missionary because it needs m a n y  m o r e  trained m e n  than it has.
T o  improve the situation, the Reformed Church also makes 
available to ministers of the church overseas scholarships to study 
at seminaries and universities overseas and at institutions in the 
United States. Sometimes, as conditions in the particular area dictate, 
it brings Christian leaders from overseas to the United States for 
training for the ministry.
A  Japanese Christian leader studied in the United States at the 
Union Theological Seminary in N e w  Y ork during 1963. H e  is Yoshio 
Suyama, a teacher at Meiji Gakuin University, Tokyo, w h o  is earn­
ing a master’s degree in theology. O n  his return to Japan Mr. S u y a m a  
expects to be ordained to the ministry of the United Church of 
Christ in Japan. Mr. S u y a m a ’s study mission in the United States 
was m a d e  possible by a Reformed Church scholarship given through 
the Interboard Committee.
T h e  ministry of the laity overseas tends to consist of the teach­
ing and healing ministries. But it is broadening. Industrial and c o m ­
munity evangelism are offering n e w  opportunities to dedicated lay­
men.
T o  help laymen in the church overseas play a m o r e  active role in 
their church in mission w e  need to develop m o r e  training centers 
for lay leadership. Wherever in India and Japan, for example, such 
centers have been set up they have led to important successes in the 
field of evangelism.
T h e  story of the spread of Christianity a m o n g  the indigenous 
tribes in the mountains of Taiwan is in point here. During the 50 
years of Japanese rule on the island no one was allowed into the 
mountains to teach or preach any religion except Shintoism. At a 
synod meeting in 1929, leaders of the Presbyterian Church of For­
m o s a  discussed the plight of the tribal peoples.
Mr. Waterwheel Lee, preacher of the church in Hualien, recalled 
that five years before a lonely old w o m a n  of 52, Chi-oang, disheart­
ened over a tragic and unsuccessful life, had listened eagerly to his 
message of hope and salvation, had found the faith and had been 
baptized. She was a m e m b e r  of the Sediq tribe w h o  had saved her 
people from extermination by the Japanese by reconciling the tribe 
to Japanese rule.
Mr. Lee proposed: If Taiwanese couldn’t go into the mountains 
w h y  shouldn’t a tribal Christian carry the message? T h e  church lead-
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ers had Chi-oang brought to the Tamsui Bible School. For two 
years she studied diligently. T h e n  the W o m e n ’s Missionary Society 
sent her back to her o w n  tribe as a missionary to them. W h e n  the 
Japanese discovered her work, they evicted her. But she settled in a 
village just beyond their control point and the Sediq m e n  c a m e  to 
get her teaching all night, leaving before d a w n  to elude the Japanese 
police. Chi-oang traveled u p  and d o w n  the coast, teaching and en­
couraging the believers.
T h e  Japanese sought to stamp out Christianity by persecution 
of the tribal Christians but they only succeeded in m aking the faith 
m o r e  attractive. T h e  tribal people continued to meet and pray in 
secret in caves and on the mountain sides. Chi-oang and her helpers 
taught young m e n  to study their Bibles. T h e n  they would go out 
and preach. W h e n  the Republic of China took over control of the 
island from the Japanese in 1945 there were s ome 5,000 people await­
ing baptism. Chi-oang lived until 1946, dying at the age of 74. Sixteen 
years after her death there were 70,000 Christians a m o n g  the tribes. 
O n e  of the 385 tribes churches was the Chi-oang Memorial Church, 
built in 1961 near where she had begun evangelizing.
T H E  N E W  M I S S I O N A R I E S
T e n  missionaries were appointed to serve under the Board of W o r l d  
Missions of the Reformed Church in America at services at I m m a n u e l  
Reformed Church, G r a n d  Rapids, Mich., the Reverend Jerome D e  
Jong, pastor, on January 28, 1964. T h e  Reverend Chester Droog of 
the Board introduced the missionaries and Mr. M a x  D e  Free, presi­
dent of the Board, presented them. T h e  Reverend Harry L. Brower 
offered the prayer of dedication and Dr. C. S. Sundaresan of A n d h r a  
Union Theological College, Dornakal, South India, gave the address.
All the missionaries completed their studies at the Missionary
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Orientation Center in December, 1963. T h e y  were:
Phyllis A. Bandt, R.N., (Mrs. John E. Bandt), First Reformed 
Church, Randolph, Wisconsin; graduate. School of Nursing, Presby­
terian - St. L u k e ’s Hospital, Chicago, Illinois. Assigned to United 
Church of Christ in the Philippines.
T h e  Reverend John E. Bandt, Bethel Reformed Church, Bran­
don, Wisconsin. B.A., Central College, Pella Iowa, 1959; B.D., W est­
ern Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan, 1962. Assigned to 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines.
Gladys D e  Pree (Mrs. Gordon D e  Pree), American Reformed 
Church, Orange City, Iowa; W h e a t o n  College, Wheaton, Illinois. A s ­
signed to the H o n g  K o n g  Council, Church of Christ in China.
T h e  Reverend Gord o n  D e  Pree, American Reformed Church, 
Orange City, Iowa; B.A., H o p e  College, Holland, Michigan, 1952; 
B.D., Western Theological Seminary, 1955. Assigned to the H o n g  
K o n g  Council, Church of Christ in China.
R u t h  Dykstra (Mrs. Gerben Dykstra), First Reformed Church, 
Lansing, Illinois; Harnett Business College, H a m m o n d ,  Indiana; 
Chicago Public School Practical Nurse Training. Assigned to the 
Presbyterian Church of Formosa.
Dr. Gerben Dykstra, Lansing Reformed Church, Lansing, Illinois; 
B.A., B.S., Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1952; M.D., 
Illinois School of Medicine, 1956; Butterworth Hospital, Grand 
Rapids, graduate internship, 1956-57. Assigned to the Presbyterian 
Church of Formosa.
Allene Lee, R.N. (Mrs. W .  Leonard Lee), First Reformed 
Church, Rochelle Park, N. J.; Hunter College, N e w  Y o r k  City; gradu­
ate, St. L u k e ’s Hospital School of Nursing, N e w  Y o r k  City, 1955; 
Biblical Seminary, N e w  Yo r k  City. Assigned to the Arabian Mission.
Mr. W .  Leonard Lee, First Reformed Church, Rochelle Park, 
N. J.; William Booth Memorial College, London, England; B.A., 
H o p e  College, 1961; M.A., Bowling Green State University, Bowling 
Green, Ohio, 1962. Assigned to the Arabian Mission.
Carolyn J. Veldhuizen (Mrs. Elmer J. Veldhuizen), Ebenezer 
Reformed Church, Leighton, Iowa; B.A., Central College, 1963. A s ­
signed to the Arabian Mission.
Mr. Elmer J. Veldhuizen, Ebenezer Reformed Church, Leigh­
ton, Iowa; B.A., Central College, 1963. Assigned to the Arabian 
Mission.
Special appointments were given the following:
Dr. and Mrs. Russell Paalman, G r a n d  Rapids, Michigan; three 
months in the Arabian Mission. Dr. Paa l m a n  will provide medical 
personnel with extra services and conduct seminars in n e w  procedures 
in his medical specialty, obstetrics and gynecology.
Dr. and Mrs. Alfred V a n d e  W aa, Zeeland, Michigan; three 
months in the Arabian Mission. Dr. V a n d e  W a a  will provide special 
service in his field, anesthesiology.
T h e  Reverend and Mrs. Allen B. Cook, H o p e  College, Holland,
Michigan, three years at Bishop G w y n n e  College, Mundri, Sudan. 
Mr. C o o k  will serve as an instructor in Bible at the request of the 
Council on Cooperation in the Upper Nile. Appointment is to become 
effective in the Spring of 1964 or as soon thereafter as visa is 
granted. (Since the expulsions the future appointment of the Rever­
end and Mrs. Allen C o o k  is uncertain).
R E C R U I T I N G  T H E  M I S S I O N A R Y
W h o s e  responsibility is it to recruit missionaries for the work 
of the Church in mission? Well, w h o  is it w h o  is primarily respon­
sible for all early nurture, training and education? Parents. In the 
Christian home, amidst the Christian family, children and young 
people can best learn that to be a Christian is in-itself a vocation, 
a call to service, and that every Christian must be prepared to serve 
in the ways his talents suggest. If the personality and aptitudes of 
the child indicate he m a y  have the qualifications to serve success-' 
fully as a missionary, he should be encouraged to aspire for the 
career and to pray for G o d ’s guidance in deciding whether to pur­
sue it. •
T h e  leaders of the Church school, to w h o m  the parents delegate 
responsibility for giving their child formal religious education, also 
share in the responsibility of recruiting missionaries. T h e  pastor, 
preaching the mission of the Church, leading the Church in mission, 
counselling his parishioner, influencing the young, is an important 
agent of the Church in recruiting missionaries. T h e  deacons and the 
elders of the congregation w h o  are the dignitaries of the local Chris­
tian community have positions of respect and influence which fit 
them to direct worthy young people to the work on the frontiers of 
the Christian mission.
T h e  congregation can do m u c h  to m a k e  the need of the Church 
for missionaries k n o w n  and appreciated. S o m e  churches devote a 
whole w eek to the Christian world mission, others have programs 
extending through the whole year. T h e  mission “fest” is a valuable 
institution by which the local church, or several churches cooperat­
ing, focuses attention on world missions. Another useful institution 
tried in a few places is the annual brainstorming session in which 
the whole congregation meets for a day on a Saturday and in w o r k ­
shop groups engages in thinking out loud on the problems and needs 
of the Church in world mission.
Teachers and administrators of elementary and secondary 
schools, and deans, chaplains and teachers of colleges render invalu­
able service by inducing their ablest and most promising students to 
consider a career in world mission or at least a term or a period in 
its service.
T h e  professional educator w h o  undertakes this need not at­
tempt a hard sell approach. T h e  opportunity for Christian service 
needs explanation rather than persuasion. Often what keeps young
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people from following a bent toward this demanding calling is an 
erroneous and hackneyed picture of the full-time Christian worker. 
This picture is of the misfit, of the person w h o  h adn’t fit in, w h o  
wasn’t attractive and w h o  had had few friends. T h e  m a n  or w o m a n  
engaged in full time Christian w ork meets any of several personality 
patterns hut the “misfit” isn’t one of them.
H e  does however have several standard characteristics. For one 
thing, a keen mind. H e  has the ability to stand stress, the stress of 
the unusual and the strange, of a wholly different culture; the stress 
of living without the props of our culture and our society.
T h e  missionary, too, must have a talent for coping with frustra­
tion. For the ignorance he will encourter is well-nigh invincible and 
the attachment to the world and its allurements is nearly unshakeable. 
H e  must have the ability to listen as well as to talk; he must have 
patience to seek to understand and he must have compassion to 
comprehend.
T h e  worker in world mission also needs a strong Biblical foun­
dation. W h e n  his religious training is light his preparation should 
include at least one semester of seminary training at one of the 
R.C.A. theological seminar, usually two semesters are required. There 
is no special work in the Bible for missionary training for overseas 
service; he needs the thorough and prayerful study of Holy Writ 
which every person with a religious background needs, no more, 
no less.
T h e  final stage in the preparation of the candidate for mission­
ary service is a period at the Missionary Orientation Center, Stony 
Point, N e w  York. Orientation prepares the candidate so that he'will
feel at h o m e  wherever he is sent. It prepares h i m  to adopt as his 
people the people a m o n g  w h o m  he is assigned to work and share 
the special skills the possession of which is the reason he was singled 
out to be sent. Orientation is part of the process by which the can­
didate wins approval for appointment by the Board of W o rld 
Missions and the candidate’s attitude in orientation is one of the de­
cisive factors on which he m a y  win approval.
During orientation the Secretary for Personnel of the Board of 
World Missions meets with the missionary candidates as a group or 
sometimes individually, twice monthly or if it is possible weekly, 
to discuss with them what is happening in their preparation for 
overseas service.
T h e  missionary’s training should be continued during his fur­
loughs. A  teacher should take courses in education to keep u p  with 
the latest techniques and outlooks of his profession. Ordained m e n  
should go to universities noted for area studies for special w o r k  in 
that field or to pursue programs leading to a master’s degree. Area 
study is invaluable for the missionary, not only to better prepare h i m  
for his w ork but to train h i m  in the original scholarship which will 
produce the information and understanding required for a realistic 
mission strategy. But it should be undertaken only after practical 
experience in the area of assignment. Otherwise it tends to congeal 
attitudes and fix positions, whereas success in mission requires an 
open, ever-inquiring mind.
T o  meet today’s needs, m o r e  and m o r e  training and orientation 
will have to he given the missionary. In the future, churches over­
seas will find it advisable, w e  think, to take m ore and m o r e  respon­
sibility for this preparation, to assure that the recruit will serve 
with the highest possible effectiveness in the situations where the 
church overseas needs him.
W e  will c o m e  to the decision, in time, w e  believe, to consider 
that final appointment should be given to a missionary only after 
be serves an apprenticeship of a full first term satisfactorily. T h e  
first term generally is 4 or 5 years; it should, w e  think, be counted 
as 5 years, beginning with arrival at the Missionary Orientation 
Center, rather than as n o w  accordina to arrival at and departure
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from overseas. At any time during the first term it should be pos­
sible to recall the candidate if overseas service should prove not to be 
indicated for him, and to help h i m  choose an appropriate field of 
service. T h e  first term should be an apprenticeship during which the 
candidate m a y  discover whether his call really is to the overseas 
ministry —  and the church m a y  learn whether an assignment over­
seas is the proper one for the candidate. Thus the appointment 
should be looked u p o n  from both sides as provisional.
W h e n  the missionary returns on furlough at the end of his first 
term he should bring with h i m  an evaluation of his w ork by the 
church overseas and a frank answer to the blunt question of whether 
they want the candidate back as a missionary. Thus would the con­
cept of partnership between the church in one area of the world and 
the church in another he brought full circle.
T h e  Church needs m e n  and w o m e n  with m a n y  different interests 
and vocations to fulfill its obligations in mission. Career mission­
aries, non-career personnel; the ordained professional, the non-or- 
dained professional— that is, the lay professional. Non-career per­
sonnel fall into several categories. It m a y  be useful to review them 
here.
T h e  candidate for appointment as a career missionary should 
be a committed and dedicated Christian w h o  desires to spend a life­
time in the country and church of assignment; one w h o  is willing 
to become one with the people of that country, willing to learn and 
appreciate their language, and their culture. Various professions are 
eligible; the list is not a fixed one as it depends on the needs of 
the church overseas; w o m e n  are equally needed.
T h e  applicant should be a graduate of an accredited college 
with a degree in a specific field, such as teaching at the secondary 
level. H e  should have a year (or preferably two years) of w ork 
experience and be able to furnish references respecting w ork per­
formance. H e  should be willing to obtain a Master’s degree in a 
r e c o m m e n d e d  area of specialization during the first furlough. H e  
should also be willing to obtain a semester of seminary study, at 
his o w n  expense or with the help of a loan, prior to beginning Mis­
sionary Orientation.
T h e  ordained applicant should be a graduate of an accredited 
college and seminary. During his seminary training he should obtain 
a year’s experience by internship in an interdenominational or do­
mestic missionary setting under the supervision of the Personnel O f ­
fice of the Board of W o r l d  Missions of the Reformed Church in 
America. Or, after finishing the seminary course, he should obtain 
one or two year’s experience working under the supervision of an 
experienced minister and the R.C.A.-B.W.M. Personnel Office.
T h e  non-ordained applicant for a professional appointment as 
a career missionary should obtain the highest professional qualifi­
cations available. For example, a physician should be able to qualify 
for the diplomate of the American Specialty Board in his field of 
specialization preferably prior to appointment, but at least during
the first furlough. A  social worker should obtain the Master’s degree. 
A  psychologist should obtain tbe suitable graduate degree and state 
certification. Scientists, engineers, etc., should get the proper graduate 
degree, and admission to the appropriate professional society or 
other certification. T h e  nurse should be willing to specialize, prior 
to appointment, in education or administration. This m a y  m e a n  the 
achievement of a B.S., R.N. plus experience (documented by refer­
ences) in either of these fields, or a Master’s degree in either field.
For appointment as a special term missionary the candidate 
should be one w h o  is willing to spend u p  to five years doing selected 
tasks that can be performed in English. T h e  essential tasks are in 
education, medicine or business. Mainly single persons and child­
less couples are required.
For appointment as a Specialist tne candidate should be an 
unusually well qualified person of special experience in medicine or 
education, w h o  will undertake a demonstration project or an assign­
m e n t  to share by teaching a little k n o w n  skill. H e  should be one 
w h o  offers his services for a period of six months to two years to 
meet a special need defined by the R.C.A.-B.W.M. and the church 
or other body overseas as one of emergency or special demonstra­
tion.
For appointment to an Overseas Ministry the candidate should 
be an ordained m a n  willing to accept a call to serve a union church 
overseas or to accept a chaplaincy.
For referral to the church overseas as a L a y m a n  Overseas the 
candidate should be a layman of deep vocational commitment, such 
as an educator, a business man, a physician or a government worker, 
w h o  is willing to pursue overseas a vocational opportunity he has 
arranged for himself outside the Church, and w h o  is also willing to 
devote his free time to w o r k  within the overseas church. Through 
this association the Board of World Missions offers its fellowship 
and concern to the L a y m a n  Overseas and is the m e d i u m  through 
which he continues, by correspondence a fellowship relationship with 
his h o m e  church.
For referral to the church overseas as a Volunteer Overseas the 
candidate, primarily, should be a Christian college student w h o  would 
like to spend a junior year abroad working for acceptable credits 
at a university abroad and at the same time serve in the church 
overseas; or a Christian college graduate w h o  would like to spend 
a year or two abroad as a volunteer working to assist the overseas 
church.
In the years immediately ahead the non-professional, the lay 
missioner, will play an important role in world mission. W e  need 
to m a k e  sure that our opportunities for Bible study for adults help 
to prepare t h e m  for that role. For this the approach which inter­
relates the appropriate section of the Bible with world issues, say, 
or the role of the church in the m o d e r n  world seems to us to be 
most effective. W e  need to use Bible study effectively also to gain 
insight into the w a y  G o d  is working in history.
T H E  M I S S I O N  T H R O U G H  E V A N G E L I S M
All missionaries of the Reformed Church in America engage 
in evangelism according to the circumstances and the opportunities, 
whatever their primary assignment m a y  be. A  medical missionary 
m a y  engage in personal evangelism; an educational missionary, at his 
school and in the community outside, m a y  find it possible to carry 
on group evangelism of one sort or another, youth evangelism or 
industrial evangelism.
But some missionaries have as their prime assignment evan­
gelism because the local church needs assistance in that area of its 
work, or because the local needs can be best met by freeing a 
missionary for full-time service in this area. A n d  some ordained 
missionaries in some areas are asked by the local church to take 
responsibility for pastoral care. W h e r e  ordained m e n  are still far 
too few, as in India, such requests are frequent. W h e r e  the local 
church is fairly well supplied with pastors hut lacks ordained m e n  
for other assignments, as in Japan, such requests are rare.
T h e  response to sustained evangelistic efforts, both by R e ­
formed Church missionaries and by m e m b e r s  of the local church 
working with them, is one of the most heartening aspects of the 
work of the church in world mission. In these troubled times the 
peoples of the world are seeking. W e  owe it to our Lord and 
Saviour to see to it that they have access to the truth Jesus Christ 
proclaimed.
Engaged in evangelism in India are the following Reformed 
Church missionaries: Miss Dora Boomstra, the Reverend Cornie A.
D e  Bruin, Mrs. Frances L. D e  Bruin, Miss Esther J. D e  Weerd, the 
Reverend Eugene L. T e n  Brink, Mrs. Ruth L. T e n  Brink, the Rever­
end Harold J. V a n d e  Berg and Mrs. B. Yvette V a n d e  Berg. (The 
V a n d e  Bergs were on leave in the United States during 1963).
T h e  ordained missionaries also carry on pastoral care for the 
Church of South India or serve in diocesan offices.
In Japan, working under the United Church of Christ in Japan, 
a n u m b e r  of Reformed Church missionaries are assigned to evan­
gelism. They include the following: Miss Suzanne H. Brink, the 
Reverend Rudolf Kuyten, Mrs. Trina Kuyten, the Reverend Gordon
D. Laman, Mrs. E von S. Laman, the Reverend Russell L. Norden 
and Mrs. Eleanore S. Norden. In language study in preparation for 
assignment as evangelists are the Reverend T h o m a s  J. Harris, Mrs. 
Barbara Harris, the Reverend George Magee, Mrs. Joyce Magee, the 
Reverend William Unzicker, Mrs. Sarah Unzicker, the Reverend John 
Zwyghuizen, and Mrs. Helene Zwyghuizen, and Miss Agatha C. 
Tigelaar.
In H o n g  Kong, assigned by the H o n g  K o n g  Council of the Church 
of Christ in China to evangelism, are the Reverend Dr. Walter de 
Velder and Mrs. Harriet B. de Velder, R.N. T h e  de Velders m a k e  
their h o m e  in the N e w  Territories, where the opportunities for evan­
gelism are m a n y  and pressing. T h e  church in H o n g  K o n g  has grown 
even faster than the colony.
In the Republic of the Philippines, working in association with 
the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, are the following 
Reformed Church missionaries in evangelism: the Reverend William 
R. Angus, Mrs. Joyce B. Angus, the Reverend Earl Kragt, Mrs. Hazel 
B. Kragt, the Reverend John P. Muilenburg and Mrs. Virginia T. 
Muilenburg. (The Muilenhurgs are presently on leave in the United 
States.)
O n  Taiwan, five Reformed Church missionaries are carrying 
out evangelistic assignments from the Presbyterian Church of For­
mosa. T h e y  are the Reverend O w e n  T. Bechtel, Mrs. Harriet V. H. 
Bechtel, Miss Ruth Broekema, the Reverend Carl J. Schroeder and 
Mrs. Lucille Schroeder.
In Singapore the Reverend Gilbert L u m  and Mrs. R uth L u m  
are engaged in evangelism a m o n g  the overseas Chinese. Mr. L u m  is 
pastor of the Prinsep Street Church.
Assigned to the Arabian Mission in the field of evangelism are 
the following Reformed Church missionaries: the Reverend Garrett
E. D e  Jong, Mrs. Everdene K. D e  Jong, Mrs. A n n a  M a e  Dekker, the 
Reverend James W .  D u n h a m ,  Mrs. Joyce Deb. D u n h a m ,  the Reverend 
G. Jacob Holler, Mrs. Louise E. Holler, R.N., the Reverend Lyle V e n ­
der Werff, Mrs. Phyllis Vander Werff, the Reverend R a y m o n d  E.
Weiss, Mrs. A. Dorothy Weiss, the Reverend Darrell V. Franken, Mrs. 
Marilyn J. Franken, the Reverend Robert V ander Aarde, Mrs. M a r ­
jorie Vander Aarde, the Reverend Harold Vogelaar and Mrs. Neva
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Vogelaar. (The last six missionaries are currently in language study).
In Iraq two Reformed Church missionaries assigned to the United 
Mission in Iraq concentrate on evangelism. T h e y  are the Reverend 
Harvey Staal and Mrs. Hilda V. Staal.
In the South Sudan, in spite of the political turmoil, the success 
of evangelistic efforts prior to the expulsions, was a great joy. Miss 
Lillian Huiskens, R.N., Reformed Church missionary at Akoho, said 
the expulsion of her colleagues was a great shock to the church 
there but it did not retard its life or growth. James O t h o w  had been 
spiritually prepared and w h e n  the A n u a k  N e w  Testament arrived 
he said the Lord had blessed the A n u a k  people abundantly for n o w  
they had the W o r d  which no one could take from them.
T h e  boys from the Arabic School Lau Nuer were forbidden to 
attend services on Sunday. T h e y  c ame in large numbers on Fridays 
to attend Bible classes Evangelist John Jok was holding in the 
church. W h e n  the headmaster heard of this he forbade it. T h e  boys 
replied that they would rather discontinue their schooling. Their 
firm stand kept t hem enrolled.
T h e  Girls’ School continues to he a channel for evangelism. 
M a n y  are seen reading their Bibles. Even those too small to read 
proudly carry their Bible to church. Mr. Jok has been having classes 
in Bible for the N uer girls twice a week. H e  also has been holding 
classes for the A n u a k  girls.
At Doleih Hill the evangelist from the Dinka people, Job Majok, 
left M a rch 1 to study for the ministry at Bishop Gwynnor College.
Shawish Hyawelo also obtained release to enter the seminary. In 
the intervening space three young m e n  filled in for various periods, 
then went on for further education. Dr. Doris Wilson of the Clinic 
has had to substitute; she learned a lot of Dinka, in song and verse. 
Finally Pastor Philip C a n  from A b w o n g  sent a n e w  m a n  to take u p  
the work, Ibrahim Kuol.
F r o m  Ler the former evangelist and translator, Jeremiah Pan, 
went on to Bishop G w y n n e  College. His ability in the construction 
and delivery of a sermon had always been outstanding so it was not 
surprising w h e n  it was reported that he placed second in his class.
In his place the Presbytery of the Church of Christ in the Upper 
Nile sent a promising young Christian, Peter Lul, w h o  has quickly 
taken hold of the evangelistic work, w o n  a place of respect a m o n g  
the Christians and set u p  a program of church activity that will spur 
its witness.
A n  encouraging development has been the way the church at 
Ler has helped support a healthy offspring, the n e w  witness a m o n g  
the Nuer people is virile and inspired of G o d ’s Spirit.
In Ethiopia four Reformed Church missionaries have been as­
signed to the American Mission in Ethiopia. T h e  Reverend and Mrs. 
J. Robert Swart have been assigned to work in the Illubabor-Kaffa 
Project at the Gila River Station in Pokwo, Gambela. T h e  Reverend 
and Mrs. Harvey T. Hoekstra are engaged in the study of Amharic
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in Addis Ababa; it is hoped that they will receive visas to w o r k  in 
the Illubabor-Kaffa Project with the Tir m a  Tribe.
T H E  M I S S I O N  T H R O U G H  E D U C A T I O N
In India the Reformed Church in America contributes person­
nel and funds to a variety of educational institutions.
Miss Gladys M. K o o y  of the Reformed Church works in the 
mission through education at the Girls Industrial School, Palmaner, 
in A n d h r a ’s Chittoor District. Miss Doris A. Wells, another Reformed 
Church educational missionary, is correspondent at the Beattie 
Training School, Ranipet, North Arcot District.
A t  Katpadi in North Arcot District are two vocational schools 
which seek to help South Indians improve their economic situation 
by learning skilled occupations. O n e  is the Katpadi Industrial In­
stitute, where Mr. Benjamin D e  Vries, Mrs. Mildred V. D e  Vries, Mr. 
Harry C. Pofahl and Mrs. Janet C. Pofahl, Reformed Church mission­
aries, pursue teaching ministries. T h e  other is the Katpadi Agricul­
tural Institute, which trains young Indians in scientific farming.
Another educational institution which the Reformed Church 
helps to support is the Kodaikanal School in the Palni Hills. A s ­
signed to it are two Reformed Church missionaries, Mr. C. Keith 
D e  Jong and Mrs. Marcine R. D e  Jong. This school serves the chil­
dren of diplomats, business m e n  and other western residents, as well 
as those of missionaries serving in Southern Asia and the Middle East, 
including those of the R e formed Church.
O n e  educational enterprise serves people in all parts of India. 
This is the Bible Correspondence Course, carried on by the Reverend 
Dr. Eugene P. H e i d e m a n  with the aid of his wife, Mrs. M a r y  Jane 
Heideman, from the Mission C o m p o u n d  in Vellore, North Arcot 
District. This Reformed Church missionary couple also serves in 
other educational and evangelistic programs.
T h e  R e formed Church also helps to support the United T h e o ­
logical College in Bangalore, Mysore Diocese. In Bangalore also is 
the Language School at which Reformed Church missionaries newly- 
assigned to India receive language training and further prepara­
tion for w o r k  in the Church of South India.
T h e  R e formed Church in America provides personnel or funds 
or both to a substantial list of educational institutions in Japan.
Both personnel and funds are shared with several institutions: 
Ferris Girls’ H igh School and Junior College in Y o k o h a m a ,  Joshi 
Gakuin in Tokyo, Meiji Gakuin University in Tokyo, the Interna­
tional Christian University in Tokyo, T o k y o  Union Theological Sem- 
nary, in T o k y o  and K o b e  Jogakuin College, Okadayama, Nishinomiya.
Serving at Ferris is Miss Beth J. B o nnema, Miss Barbara Bosch, 
Mr. Theodore E. Flaherty, Mrs. M a r y  W .  Flaherty and Miss Eileen 
Fredriks. Serving at Joshi Gakuin is Miss Helen R. Zander. (Miss 
Zander is presentlv on leave in the United States.) Serving at Meiji
Gakuin are Mr. Ronald G. Korver, Mrs. R u b y  B. Korver, Mr. James 
P. Rozeboom, the Reverend Gordon J. V a n  W y k  and Mrs. Bertha V. 
V a n  W y k .  Dr. Everett Kleinjans and Mrs. Edith K. Kleinjans are 
assigned to the International Christian University. Dr. I. John Hes- 
selink, Jr. and Mrs. Etta T. Hessclink serve at T o k y o  Union T h e o ­
logical Seminary. Miss F. Belle Bogard teaches at K o b e  Jogakuin. 
All the aforementioned are Reformed Church missionaries.
T h e  Reformed Church in America also provides funds and the 
salary of Miss Alice Elzinga w h o  teaches at Baiko Jogakuin.
Funds are contributed to Baika Gakuin; Doshisha; Hokuriku 
Gakuin; Hokusei Gakuin; Kansei Gakuin; Keisen Jogakuin; Kyoai 
Gakuin; Honan; M a t suyama Shinonome; Miyagi Gakuin; Nihon 
R o w a  Gakko; Osaka Jagakuin; Palmore Institute; R a k u n o  Gakuin; 
Shizuoka Eiwa; Shoei Tanki Daigaku; T o h o k u  Gakuin; T o kyo 
W o m a n ’s Christian College, T oyo Eiwa Jogakuin and Yamanashi 
Eiwa Gakuin..
In H o n g  K o n g  the Reformed Church contributes funds to the 
C h u n g  Chi College.
Scores of the churches throughout H o n g  K o n g  operate chil­
dren’s Centres. A  typical one is on the roof-top of Tai M a n g  Tung. 
It serves 500 children. O n e  function of the centre is to enable the 
children to stage entertainments for themselves; they do not have 
m a n y  opportunities for entertainment. Events like their entertain­
ments with dancing skits, plays, concerts by m o u t h  organ band, are 
high points of a day-in, day-out program which has m o r e  prosaic 
purposes: to give a basic education to underprivileged children; to 
supplement their food and clothing; to supervise their health. A n d  
one transcendent purpose: to surround them with the Light and 
Love of Jesus.
In the Philippine Islands the Reformed Church in America con­
tributes personnel to two secondary schools, C e b u  Christian High 
School, C e b u  City and H o p e  Christian H igh School, Manila. A s ­
signed to the C e b u  School are Mr. Robert B. H o w a r d  and Mrs. Ar- 
dene B. Howard. Assigned to the H o p e  Christian H igh School are 
the Reverend Joseph R. Esther and Mrs. Marion B. Esther.
A n  institution typical of those through which the United Church 
of Christ in the Philippines administers its ministry through educa­
tion is the C e b u  Christian School in C e b u  City. It was established 
two years ago as a union of Chinese and Filipino Christian Schools. 
It has 1,000 pupils in kindergarten, elementary and secondary de­
partments. T h e  faculty of 50 includes Filipinos, Chinese, and A m e r i ­
cans. T h e  student body is composed of Filipinos, Mestizos, Chinese, 
Spanish, American and British youngsters. As one walks through 
the halls and notices the nationalities one is reminded of the song, 
“R e d  and yellow, black and white, all are precious in His sight.”
O n  Taiwan, to help provide evangelists and directors of religious 
education for the Presbyterian Church of Formosa, the Reformed
Boy in Iraq village learns by working out jig-saw puzzle (Taylor Photo)
Church in America contributes personnel and funds to Tainan T h e o ­
logical College, Tainan, and M o u n t  Y u  Shan Theological Institute, 
Hualien.
At the Tainan institution are the Reverend Alvin J. Popp e n  
and Mrs. Geraldine P. Poppen. At M o u n t  Morrison are the Reverend 
William H. Estell and Mrs. Eileen B. Estell.
T h e  Reformed Church in America also contributes funds (no 
personnel) to Tunghai University in Taiwan.
T h e  Reverend Alvin J. Poppen, Reformed Church missionary 
in Taiwan assigned to Tainan Theological College, was a delegate 
of the college to the Fifth Theological Study Institute of the A s ­
sociation of Theological Schools in South East Asia, held in Singa­
pore July 29-September 4, 1963. T h e  area of study was Church His­
tory, Mr. P o p p e n ’s specialty.
In two sheikdoms on the Arabian Gulf the Reformed Church 
contributes personnel and funds to two schools. O n e  is the Girls'1 
School in Muscat, O m a n .  Assigned to it are three Reformed Church 
educational missionaries, Mrs. Eloise B. Bosch, and the Reverend 
Jay R. Kapenga and Mrs. Marjory U. Kapenga. (The Kapengas cur-
East and West meet at Co-op at multi-racial Cebu Christian School, Philippines 
(Howard Photo)
rently are on leave.) T h e  other is the Girls’ School in Bahrain. Serv­
ing at it is Miss L a D o n n a  M a e  Teumer.
In Iraq the Reformed Church contributes personnel and funds 
to the Boys’ School and the Girls’ School in Basrah, through the 
United Mission in Iraq. Assigned to the Boys’ School are the Rever­
end Robert J. Block, Mrs. Lavina S. Block, Mr. Donald D. Jiskoot 
and the Reverend George Gosselink, R e f o r m e d  Church missionaries.
Mrs. Christina S. Gosselink is serving at the Girls’ School.
Through support of the entire United Mission in Iraq, the R e ­
formed Church also shares in maintaining Bag h d a d  High School 
(for girls), although no Reformed Church personnel serve there 
presently.
W h a t  the future will hold for the institutions of the Church of 
Christ in the Upper Nile, with wltich the Reformed Church in 
America is related in mission, no one can know, n o w  that all the 
missionaries have been expelled from the South Sudan. But 1963, 
thanks to the help of our Lord, was a rewarding year.
T h e  A k o b o  Girls’ School, of which a Reformed Church mis­
sionary, Miss W i l m a  Kats, has been principal, had an enrollment 
of 131. Dry season repairs, with Daniel O k o  in charge, were c o m ­
pleted m ore rapidly than ever before. W h e n  the school reopened 
after the annual holiday it was able to house all but 40 of the girls 
at the n e w  location.
T h e  school had five masters, three of them of the A n u a k  tribe 
and therefore able to share the vernacular lessons. But the unrest 
exacted its toll. In September all but one of the teachers and m a n y  
of the girls went off, to remain away. As a result no A n u a k  teachers 
were left in the Sudan.
T h e  Provincial Education Officer assigned 3 other approved 
masters w h o  were in the area and the school was able to open on 
schedule. But the school syllabus uses the vernacular (Anuak) and 
English, with Arabic as a subject. T h e  four teachers were trained 
to teach in Arabic, although one can teach in English. N o n e  k n o w  
the vernacular.
T h e  A n u a k  people n o w  have the n e w  Testament in their o w n  
language. If the vernacular were dropped in school, the girls would 
have no w a y  to learn to read it. T h e  sale of A n u a k  N e w  Testaments 
to the girls had been considerable; some in Class 1 even bought 
theirs in anticipation of w h e n  they would be able to read it.
Evangelist John Jok, w h o  had joined the exodus across the 
Ethiopian border, returned. Thus the girls were able to receive 
from h i m  their regular religious instruction, not only in class but 
in their free time.
At the Nasir Girls’ School, of which a United Presbyterian mis­
sionary, Miss Marion Farquhar, has been principal, all of 1962’s 
staff returned and one n e w  primary teacher was added. T h e  school 
was in its fifth year as a government boarding school. Its enroll­
m ent was 75. T h e  Army, which has an e n c a m p m e n t  near by, re­
leased one of the former primary teacher houses to the school. Since
they had m a d e  the house into a duplex, it could n o w  house hoth 
the primary teachers.
For the first time the school sat for the intermediate school 
examinations. O n e  girl passed, No. 6 out of 468 girls, and No. 1 
in Arabic. However, the school has a long w a y  to go. Its second 
girl was No. 204, its 13th No. 442. But the girls and their families 
were not discouraged. Almost as if they had just discovered the 
world beyond the horizon, they are all working hard with admis­
sion to Maridi or K h a r t o u m  North next year their goal.
T o w a r d  the end of the year, w h e n  the unrest left Miss Farquhar 
alone at Nasir, she was stricken seriously ill with malaria. She was 
there alone from D e cember 18th until January 2nd, w h e n  the Rever­
end Talmadge Wilson, also a Presbyterian missionary, went for her 
in a motorboat. Dr. James West, Presbyterian medical missionary, 
went to Nasir from Akoho, arrived in time to give her medication 
before zipping her into a sleeping hag for the fifteen-hour boat 
ride from Nasir to Obel. At Obel, treated by Dr. Doris Wilson 
(Mrs. Talmadge Wilson) Miss Farquhar recovered. T h e  school, in 
the meantime, has been forging ahead.
T h e  Obel Boys’ School, under a n e w  headmaster, resumed its 
work after the student body participated in the strike which was 
staged at all schools in the South Sudan. Nearly every Protestant 
boy attends church services and voluntary attendance at daily prayer, 
especially in the mornings, is encouragingly high.
T h e  Scripture m e m o r y  project was a high point of the school 
year. Virtually every hoy is in firm possession of seven sizable pas­
sages, and a n u m b e r  chose to add several more on their own. Also, 
the boys learned to sing m ore than 200 h y m n s  and were planning 
a concert.
T H E  M I S S I O N  T H R O U G H  M E D I C I N E
Medical missionaries of the Reformed Church in America as­
signed to the Arabian Mission served at four hospitals in the A r a ­
bian Gulf during 1963. T h e  Reformed Church shares in the financial 
support of these hospitals also.
At the 70-bed American Mission Hospital in Kuwait (formerly 
the Mylrea Memorial Hospital) are the following: Dr. M a r y  Bruins 
Allison, Dr. Gerald H. Nykerk, Mrs. Rose W .  Nykerk, Dr. Lewis
R. Scudder, and Mrs. Dorothy B. Scudder, R.N. Miss Elaine 
Sluiter, R.N., is in language study.
Serving at the 60-bed American Mission Hospital in Matrah 
(formerly the Olcott Memorial Hospital) are Dr. Donald T. Bosch, 
Miss A n n e  R. D e  Young, R.N., Dr. W .  Wells T h o m s  and Mrs. Ethel
S. Thoms. Serving at the 52-bed W o m e n ’s Hospital Muscat, O m a n ,  
are Dr. Alice van der Z w a a g  and Miss Jeannette H. Boersma, R.N. 
(Thirty of these beds are for tuberculous and leprosy patients.)
Serving at the 80-bed American Mission Hospital in Bahrain 
(formerly the M a son Memorial Hospital) are Mr. Wilbur G. D e k ­
ker, laboratory technician; Dr. Maurice M. Heusinkveld, Mrs. Elinor 
C. Heusinkveld, R.N., Dr. W .  Harold Storm, Mrs. Ida P. Storm, R.N., 
and Miss Jeannette Veldman, R.N. Dr. Alfred G. Pennings and Mrs. 
Margaret S. Pennings, R.N., were on furlough in 1963.
T h e  Reformed Church has historic ties with three hospitals in 
India at which its medical missionaries are n o w  serving. T h e  church 
shares in the financial support of these hospitals.
At Scudder Memorial Hospital, Ranipet, are Miss Vivian A n d e r ­
son, R.N., the Reverend William H. Hoffman, Mrs. M a r y  Jane Hoff­
man, laboratory technician; Miss Lois M. Marsilje, R.N., dean of the 
School of Nursing; Dr. Frank L. Z w e m e r  and Mrs. A n n  R. Zwemer.
Serving at M a r y  Lott Lyles Hospital, Madanapalle, are Miss Al- 
bertha J. Biegel, R.N., Miss Harriet Brumler, R.N., nursing super­
intendent; Mrs. A. Darlene Vander Aarde and Dr. Stanley B. Vander 
Aarde.
At Vellore Christian Medical College Hospital, Vellore, North 
Arcot District, is Miss Lillian Smies, R.N.,
O n  H o n g  K o n g  the Reformed Church contributes funds to one 
medical institution, the H a v e n  of H o p e  Sanitarium, a tuberculosis 
hospital.
O n  Taiwan, the Reformed Church contributes personnel and 
funds to the M a c k a y  Memorial Hospital, North C h u n g  san Road, 
Taipei. Serving at the hospital are three Reformed Church medical 
missionaries. Dr. M. Samuel Noordhoff, Mrs. Lucille B. Noordhoff 
and Miss Jeane W .  Walvoord, R.N.
Dr. Jack W .  Hill and Mrs. Joann V. Hill, medical missionaries 
serving in the Philippines, were on extended furlough in 1963.
T h e  ranks of Reformed Church medical missionaries in the 
South Sudan were depleted by previous expulsions. But two still 
served during the past year, before their o w n  expulsions early in 
1964, at two clinics.
Miss Lillian Huisken , R.N., served with Dr. M a r y  K. Smith 
of the United Presbyterians at A k o b o  Clinic, which served 32 in­
patients in the ten tukles— not counting their families!— and a daily 
average of 130 out-patients. In the course of the year the clinic 
treated 220 in-patients and 10,882 out-patients, increasing the total 
out-patients served to date to 37,693.
All the missionaries had to leave Pihor. This left the work of 
the Pibor Clinic to Mr. Baryona, a Sudanese layman, w h o  was sched­
uled to be m o v e d  out with his family by road w h e n  the road be­
c ame passable. But in the emergency Mr. Baryona was willing to 
stay on and the permission of the government was obtained to keep 
the clinic open under his direction.
Mr. Baryona carried on, helping an average of more than 100 
out-patients daily, besides caring for a large n u m b e r  of in-patients. 
Until the final expulsion a medical missionary m a d e  regular visits. 
Mr. Baryona is assisted by the young Christian A n u a k  from Akoho, 
Mr. Cornelius Awo. Mr. Baryona has been more than a doctor to 
the people. H e  has had to take over the duties and responsibilities of 
a pastor and has done m u c h  to hold hoth the mission church and 
the merkez church together. H e  has prepared 30 Murle, Dinka, Anuak, 
M o r o  and Nuer inquirers for baptism. Prayers are asked that Mr.
Non-Christians listen to RVOG, attracted by quality of non-religious programming 
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Baryona and Mr. A w o  will continue to stand firmly and faithfully 
in this place where the Lord has called them.
T h e  Nasir Clinic suffered severe loss w h e n  Miss Arlene Schuite­
man, R.N., Reformed Church medical missionary, was expelled. Dr. 
Robert G. Gordon, LInited Presbyterian medical missionary, carried 
on alone. T w o  of the dressers joined the exodus of tribal people 
across the Ethiopian border.
A  used operating r o o m  table arrived. This year 284 operations 
have been performed. Altogether, 538 in-patients were cared for. 
N e w  out-patients totaled 8,412, increasing the total of out-patients 
attended to 78,659.
T h e  Doleib Hill Clinic, carried on hy Dr. Doris Wilson (Mrs. 
Talmadge Wilson), United Preshyterian medical missionary had 
between 5,000 and 6,000 patient visits a month, with 1,000 to 1,500 
n e w  patients. Between 80 to 100 people receive tuberculosis treat­
ment. T h e  kala azar epidemic died down, hut still persists. A  
measles epidemic from N o v e m b e r  to March took the lives of m a n y  
children.
Dr. James West, United Presoyterian medical missionary, has 
carried on alone, pending replacement, the Ler Hospital, doctors 
having forbidden Mrs. West to return. Dr. West’s family is in E n g ­
land. Extensive flooding in Ler and the surrounding areas restricted 
travel to the hospital for m a n y  months. Unrest has also restricted 
visits. Very few Dinka came from Bahr-el-Ghazal Province. But 
numbers of Baggara Arabs came and added interest to life. During 
6 months 350 operations were performed. T h e  total attendance was 
20,590, with 3,892 n e w  cases.
T H E  M I S S I O N  T H R O U G H  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S
T h e  broadcasts of the world’s largest Christian broadcasting 
station, Station E T L F ,  the Radio Voice' of the Gospel, are intended 
for the specific target areas of Southern Asia, Africa and the Middle 
East. But the signal from the transmitter in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
was heard during 1963 in 60 countries around the world.
In Asia the R V O G  signal is received as far away as Japan, 7,000 
miles from the station site. Ships at sea often receive the Christian 
broadcasts. Listeners in almost every country in Europe have re­
ported receiving them.
Letters are n o w  coming in daily from listeners in the Middle 
East, one of the main target areas. F r o m  these Mrs. Evelyn M. 
MacNeill, Reformed Church missionary w h o  is Director of Audience 
Relations for the Middle East, has been able to draw a profile of 
the average listener there.
“H e  (or she) is not an urban dweller; he comes from a fairly 
large village or town,” she reports. “H e  is Christian in training if 
not in name, and in background. H e  is conversant with m a n y  dif­
ferent countries through the radio, having absorbed a great deal of 
their thought and ideas.
“H e  is fond of and proud of his Christian hymns, mainly be­
cause he is familiar with them. H e  prefers eastern music to western 
music in m a n y  ways, although he respects and is impressed by some 
western music, especially music that is semi-classical or c o m m o n l y  
known. H e  is proud of Arabic literature and appreciates both the 
Christian and the non-Christian writers that have been chosen.”
T h e  typical listeners, Mrs. MacNeill believes, are 80 per cent 
Christian and 20 per cent Muslim. Of the Christians, 60 per cent 
are Christians in n a m e  only but 40 per cent are church goers. This 
venture in radio evangelism can play an important role in minister­
ing to the 60 per cent of nominal Christians. As the station becomes 
better k n o w n  m o r e  and m ore Muslims are expected to tune in, m a k ­
ing this institution a m ore and m ore valuable means of reaching 
out to multitudes w h o  cannot be contacted by any other approach.
A  Sunday school teacher in Muscat, O m a n ,  on the Arabian 
Gulf writes: “Y our R V O G  broadcasts are definitely a strengthening 
force for our Christians in Muscat. Jokha was fascinated to get the 
P a l m  Sunday broadcast only two weeks ago, w h e n  you sang the 
same three songs w e  had sung in church that morning.
“Azzu (the only Christian convert in her family) was thrilled 
to hear familiar songs and the message in Arabic. She said that her 
whole family gathers around her radio to hear R V O G . ”
In Jerusalem, blind girls in school clapped their hands and 
cheered w h e n  they heard the songs and stories on the R V O G  pro­
g ram “Calling All Children.” A  troubled soul in Syria writes: “I 
sought to find G o d  by reading m a n y  books but all in vain. I a m  
perplexed: I want to k n o w  whether there really is a God. C a n  you 
help m e  and others like m e ? ”
R V O G  is o w n e d  and operated by the Lutheran W o r l d  Federa­
tion under franchise from the Ethiopian Government. O n e  half 
the broadcasting time is shared with the Coordinating Committee 
for Intercontinental Broadcasting (CCIB) which provides half the 
financial support.
C C I B  will eventually be responsible tor eight, hours’ program­
m i n g  daily. Represented on it are the Near East Christian Council, 
the All Africa Conference of Churches, the East Asia Christian C o n ­
ference and-the Division of Wor l d  Mission and Evangelism of the 
World Council of Churches.
T h e  R eformed Church in America contributes funds to the pro­
ject through the Radio, Visual Education and Mass C o m m u n i c a ­
tion Committee of the Division of Foreign Missions of the National 
Council of Churches in the U S A  ( R A V E M C C O ) .
T h e  Reformed Church also has provided personnel. T h e  Rever­
end E d w i n  M. Luidens, w h o  will take over the general secretaryship 
of the R.C.A. Board of Worl<j Missions in the Spring of 1964, has been 
doing the preparatory work for the station since m o r e  than a de­
cade ago. H e  has been serving as General Director for the Middle 
East and carrying responsibility for Asia and Africa as well for a 
considerable part of tbe time. H e  has trained Mr. William Haddad,
w h o  was born in the Middle East, to succeed him. Mrs. MacNeill’s 
services also are provided, as are the services of Mrs. Ruth S. Luidens.
Reformed Church missionaries in the Middle East and Africa 
have been helping provide Christian programming since the station 
began broadcasting on the 31 meter band on February 26, 1963. 
T h e  total investment in the station is $1,600,000. T h e  area covered by 
its signal includes a population of a billion people.
A  missionary in Arabia reports that the broadcasts are being 
received in the heartland of the Middle East where no open or 
overt Christian witness m a y  be given. In Tanganyika, without any 
special promotion, 600 persons enrolled in the broadcast Bible Cor­
respondence Course. This program brought 3,100 letters in 26 weeks. 
In Madagascar 200 are enrolled.
F r o m  B u r m a  Pastor Tin reports: “Following the broadcasting of 
‘the Gospel from East and West’ w e  have bad over 200 inquiries 
asking about ‘T h e  Son of G o d  w h o  is tbe Light of the World.’”
Ownership by a Christian denomination and control and fi­
nancial support from a group of cooperating denominations permit 
this station, day by day, to engage in forthright evangelism as no 
commercially-owned and financed broadcaster could possibly do.
O n e  of the younger critical voices in Protestantism said recently 
that in attempting to please everyone and offend no one, presen­
tations of religion through the mass media m a y  end u p  offering 
no religion at all.
But the Christian religion can be presented without offense to 
non-believers. Eyes can be opened by a compassionate speaker —  
but not by one w h o  gloats over the prospect— to the fact that m e n  
are lost and are certainly d o o m e d  if they do not reciprocate G o d ’s 
love through co m m i t m e n t  to Jesus Christ.
Acceptance of tbe Christian w a y  of life m a y  be asking the list­
ener to undergo a revolution in his habits, customs and ways of living 
and thinking. Yet Jesus man a g e d  to do it. A n d  even those w h o  found 
what was d e m a n d e d  of them was beyond what they were willing to 
do to be saved left the Master sadly, not angrily.
O n e  commentator I a minister of the same denomination as the 
owner of R V O G ! )  has written: “ Religion'is not a fruitful category 
for Christian approach in tbe employment of mass media of c o m ­
munication.” T h e  Radio Voice of tbe Gospel is proving otherwise.
With the microphone before the larynx of the skilled, experi­
enced Christian missionary, conscious of the pluralism in religious 
belief of his audience and respectful of its allegiances and of the 
contributions from tbe viewpoint of natural religion and universal 
culture that other faiths and cultures have made, the message can be 
delivered and witness to its truth and its uniqueness as the sole means 
of salvation presented in all its clarity and attractiveness to the 
stranger.
T h e  same attitude, inculcated by our Lord and Master himself, 
which m a d e  the G o o d  Samaritan a figure of holiness in the Christian 
tradition, can m a k e  Christian truth understandable without arousing 
the hostility that some ways of presentation arouse.
This is being shown by the experience of R V O G .  It will take 
m u c h  w o r k  to develop established broadcasting techniques so this 
instrument can be used to its highest effectiveness. But it m a y  be 
that this Christian-owned and subsidized station will pioneer in de­
veloping programs that can be used by commercial and by non-profit 
outlets in other parts of the world.
T h e  Reverend R o d n e y  A. Sundberg, United Presbyterian mis- 
,ion board secretary for the Middle East, spent nine months in the 
Middle East and Africa in 1963. H e  reported on his return that 
R V O G  has been a unifying factor a m o n g  the evangelical Christians 
of the area and its contribution will continue to grow.
Mr. Sundberg predicts it will have a very real impact on the 
life of the Christian congregations and will be helpful to t hem in 
reaching out to their Muslim neighbors, as well as to Muslims and 
others in areas closed to their approach. R V O G ’s broadcasts provide 
an opening for discussions by Christians with Muslims of questions 
of religious import. T h e  Christian broadcasts also provide public serv­
ice programs in a context different from any to which the c o m m u n ­
ity is accustomed. These m a y  be the opening wedge in a situation 
where other presentation of the Gospel is almost impossible.
T h e  problems facing R V O G  were also outlined by Mr. S u n d ­
berg. T h e  n u m b e r  one problem will always be, he believes, the 
achievement and maintenance of quality programming. A  second 
problem is meaningful followup of the broadcasts by and through 
the churches. This means that w e  must develop a significant and 
responsible involvement of the local churches in the area in the 
radio project and maintain this throughout the years. Finally, w e  
must recognize, Mr. Sundberg believed, that R V O G  is an educational 
as well as an evangelistic tool. It is a mea n s  of helping millions to 
acquire a Christian .education as well as a Christian commitment.
In the South Sudan, the Spearhead Press is engaged in magazine 
evangelism by publishing the Christian monthly magazine, Light. 
T h e  press also published the books of Matthew and Acts in the 
language of the N uer people, a Bor Dinka Song Book, a Padang 
Dinka Song Book, a book of Bible stories in the language of the 
A n u a k  people-and various smaller jobs.
In mid-year E n o k  M a d i n g  de Garang returned from a two- 
year course in press training in England. T h e  Reverend Talmadge 
Wilson, United Presbyterian missionary w h o  has been acting as 
manager, took Mr. de Garang in hand to finish his training so that 
the conduct of the press could be turned over to h i m  early in 1964.
At Nasir the Adult Literacy W o r k  is an evangelistic outreach 
that is proving effective. It is under the faithful direction of an 
h u m b l e  Christian worker. Thr o u g h  it people are not only taught 
to read; they receive a devotional message as well.
T h e  Reformed Church contributes both personnel and funds 
to the Literacy Centre, Gujranwala, West Pakistan. Serving there are
I lie Reverend Paul E. Hostetler and Mrs. Winifred H. Hostetler, w h o  
established the centre and direct it under the LIT-LIT Program and 
the program of the West Pakistan Christian Council.
In Japan two Reformed Church missionaries, the Reverend Glenn 
Bruggers and Mrs. Phyllis V. Bruggers are engaged in newspaper 
evangelism through the publication of the K y u s h u  newspaper, Shin- 
Svi-Kan.
Engaged in literature evangelism at the office of the Near East 
Christian Council in Beirut, Lebanon, the Arabian Gulf is the Rever­
end Donald R. MacNeill.
T H E  M I S S I O N  T H R O U G H  A G R I C U L T U R E
T h e  mission through agriculture is carried on in several areas 
of tbe world. At Katpadi in South India the R e formed Church in 
America helps to maintain Katpadi Agricultural Institute, a training 
center where Christian farmers of the Church of South India and 
their sons, m a n y  of w h o m  have been able to eke out only a marginal 
existence, can learn scientific agriculture as it is practiced under 
Indian conditions.
T h e  Church of South India, to whose programs the Reformed 
Church in America makes substantial contributions, maintains 
Rural Life Centers in a n u m b e r  of rural pastorates. A t  these centers 
are plots for demonstration farming, as well as church structures, 
educational facilities and provision for meditation and retreats and 
for recreation.
Wor k i n g  in the Arabian Mission on assignments in the mission 
through agriculture are two Reformed Church missionaries, Mr.
Jeffrey Garden and Mrs. N a n c y  Garden.
T h e  Presbyterian Church of Formosa (of which the Reformed 
Church in America is a partner in mission), working with the in­
digenous tribes in the mountains of Taitvan also carries on w o r k  in 
the mission through agriculture.
T H E  M I S S I O N  T H R O U G H  S P E C I A L  S E R V I C E S
S o m e  are called to serve in mission in ways that have been 
traditional since the apostle Paul first preached in the street. Others 
are called to serve in ways that are peculiar to our time. T w o  of 
these latter is a Reformed Church missionary couple assigned to the 
Arabian Mission, Mr. Cornelius D e  Jong and Mrs. Marjorie D e  Jong, 
whose field of operations is the Arabian Gulf. H e  is a builder. H e  
builds church structures and other facilities for the Arabian Mission 
and for the United Mission in Iraq. In this area, living in the middle 
ages until recently, building is a challenge. Mr. D e  Jong meets the 
challenge.
Miss Madeline A. H o l m e s  serves a special ministry to an or­
phanage in Bahrain in the Arabian Gulf.
Scientific agriculture could help these handworkers in Basheeqa, Iraq, to improve 
their lot (Taylor Photo)
L E O N A  V A N D E R  L I N D E N
Leona Vander Linden (October 20, 1963) was a missionary in 
China from 1901 to 1941. Longing to spend her life in service for 
Christ wherever H e  needed her she prepared herself for teaching 
and was appointed to the A m o y  Mission to w ork with w o m e n  and 
children in education and evangelism. She started w o m e n ’s Bible 
schools, and in her faithful touring of the districts aroused great 
interest in these important ventures. Recognizing the urgent need 
for voluntary workers in the South Fukien Church she helped de­
velop courses for lay workers’ training institutes. H e r  assignments 
took her into schools and churches and homes, in large cities and 
country villages. She found great joy in having a share in the train­
ing and preparing of young people to go out to do the evangelistic 
w o r k  “so m u c h  better than I ever could.” H e r  prayers for the youth 
of China were unceasing.
After thirty-one years of active service Miss Vander Linden re­
turned to her h o m e  in Pella, Iowa for what proved to be her final 
furlough. Failing health and the withdrawal from China of all R e ­
formed Church missionaries led to her retirement in 1947. At h o m e  
she continued to serve in the Second R eformed Church.
Miss Vander Linden is said to have had a master key to the 
hearts of the w o m e n  and girls with w h o m  she worked. A  systematic 
Bible teacher and efficient administrator, she was especially gifted 
in pergonal evangelism.
W I L H E L M I N A  N O O R D Y K
Whilhelmina Noordyk (February 12, 1964) pioneered in the 
advancement of the nursing profession in India, where for thirty- 
eight years her high standards and inspired leadership were devoted 
to the development of nurses’ training. After early service in medical 
units at Tindivanam and Vellore she was assigned to Ranipet as 
nursing superintendent of the General Hospital, working under ex­
tremely difficult conditions. Undaunted, Miss Noo r d y k  undertook 
to train both girls and boys in medical and nursing arts, beginning 
with four eighth grade students and using the Tamil tongue.
W h e n  the bright and shining Scudder Memorial Hospital was 
completed, excellent conditions were provided for the Nurses’ Train­
ing School. Miss N o o r d y k ’s enthusiasm and devotion overcame all
obstacles, including the resistance of cultured and educated Christian 
families, *and attracted better qualified students. T h e  m e n  and w o m e n  
w h o  studied under her are today in important positions in India, 
in southeast Asia, and in America.
Miss Noordyk gave her students spiritual inspiration as well as 
high professional standards. T hey were her devoted friends, realiz­
ing that her firm discipline was administered with love and was 
fundamentally responsible for their acquiring exceptional profes­
sional ability.
After retirement in 1955 Miss Noordyk shared her wide experi­
ence and great knowledge with her alma mater, the Nurses’ Training 
School of Brooklyn Methodist Hospital.
T H E  R E V E R E N D  J O H N  D I R K  M U Y S K E N S
John Dirk Muyskens (October 4, 1963), husband of Dora J ohn­
son Muyskens, spent over forty years in ministry to the people of 
India. As a short-term teacher and principal in H o p e  High School at 
Madanapalle he devoted himself to the hoys both Christian and non- 
Christian whose education for living was his continuing concern. 
W h e n  his three-year term ended he decided to prepare for career 
appointment to India as an ordained missionary. Following studies 
in Princeton and Edinburgh Mr. Muyskens with his wife returned 
to the Arcot Mission, where he was assigned to w ork in the Telegu 
speaking area as a district missionary with residence in Madanapalle. 
H e  toured the villages in a wide rural area, preaching the Gospel and 
helping organize the Christians in congregations, leading and encour­
aging the pastors and catechists.
Mr. Muyskens lived through an important and challenging period 
in India, w h e n  there was devolution of control from foreigners to 
Indians in hoth church and state. H e  was committed to the practice 
of the principle “T hey must increase and w e  must decrease.’’ H e  
took an active part in the deliberations that resulted in the formation 
of the Church of South India in 1947. W ith grace Mr. Muyskens 
m a d e  the m a n y  necessary and difficult adjustments required of 
missionaries in the rapidly changing'times following the inaugura­
tion of the united church. H e  continued to exert his Christian influ­
ence for the general good, retaining the affection of the people to 
w h o m  he ministered.
G E R A L D  H. N Y K E R K ,  M.D. —  T H E  R E V .  W I L L I A M  H. F A R R A R
While this report was in press, word was received of the death 
of Dr. Gerald H. Nykerk, Reformed Church missionary serving at 
the American Mission Hospital at Kuwait, Arabian Gulf; and of 
the Reverend William H. Farrar, retired Reformed Church mission­
ary w h o  had served in India. Biographies will appear in the annual 
report for 1965.
O n e  of the best ways to obtain an overall pieture of tbe pro­
gram of any organization is to examine tbe trends of expenses over 
several years. T b e  following s u m m a r y  provides sueh a picture of tbe 
Board’s Operating program:
A m o u n t  (in thousands) Perrent
Actual Actual
1962 1963
Program ............ *1,123 *1.187
Program Development:
Recruitment ....... S 59 * 71
Interpretation ...... 86 91
Administration ..... 192 187
$ 337 * 349
Total ............ *1,460 *1,536
Budget Actual Actual Budget
1964 1962 1963 1964
*1,383 76.9% 77.3% 78.2%
* 69 4.0% 4.6% 3.9%
112 5.9 5.9 6.3
206 13.2 12.2 11.6
$ 387 23.1% 22.7% 21.8%
*1,770 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
T h e  above s u m m a r y  reveals a clear trend in the disproportionate 
increase of Program expenses (76.9% to 78.2%) over the expenses 
for Program Development (23.1% to 21.8%). Within Program D e ­
velopment expenses Recruitment and Administration are decreasing, 
while Interpretation has increased slightly. Further details of 
these expenses for 1963 m a y  be found in the financial statements 
following on pages 78 through 87. Similar details for 1962 m a y  be 
found on pages 60 through 70 of the Board’s Annual Report pre­
sented to the 1963 General Synod.
T h e  financial results of the Board’s Operating and Capital Pro­
grams for 1963, w h e n  taken with all sources of income, produced 
a net deficit of $115,900, the major portion of the deficit being in 
the Operating program. T h e  Operating program of the Board is 
primarily support of missionaries and other ongoing, or recurring, 
programs. O nce commitments have been m a d e  for the Operating 
program, such commitments cannot be sharply curtailed without 
serious impairment to the morale and effectiveness of the overseas 
Christians and missionaries involved. T h e  Capital program, on the 
other hand, is primarily for the construction of churches, schools, 
hospitals and missionary houses. Because of the non-recurring nature 
of such transactions, the Capital program of the Board in the future 
can m o r e  easily be tailored to “fit” Capital income by limiting con­
struction. Therefore, the most serious factor in the results for 1963 is 
the deficit in the Operating program.
H o w  did this happen? Has the giving of the Denomination to 
its General Synod Benevolence Programs fallen off? Has the Board 
extended its Operating program irresponsibly? T h e  following para­
graphs are an attempt on the part of the Board to provide answers 
to these questions.
T h e  annual increases in the General Synod Benevolences for 
both Operating and Capital programs for all boards and agencies 
over the past five years have averaged 8.7% each year. In 1963 
the Operating and Capital contributions toward the General Synod 
Benevolence Programs amounted to 8.7% m o r e  than in 1962. T h e  
Denomination, therefore, has not fallen off in its total contributions 
toward its General Synod Benevolence Program. Does this mean, 
then, that the Board has been irresponsible in establishing its 
Operating program?
T h e  General Synod Benevolence Goal for 1963 for its Operat­
ing programs was established on the basis of 10.8% increase over 
the actual Operating income received in 1962. T h e  General Synod 
Benevolence Goal for 1964 for its basic Operating programs was 
established on the basis of a 5.4% increase over the goals for 1963. 
Therefore, if the past pattern of giving h a d  continued, the goals for 
1963 should have almost been attained and the 1964 goals exceeded. 
T h e  Board planned its Operating program in 1963 on the basis that 
these goals would be attained, counting on the anticipated overage 
in 1964 to m a k e  u p  any shortage in 1963. T h e  deficit in the Board’s 
Operating program in 1963 is primarily a result of the fact that 
there was n o increase in Operating income in 1963, in a year w h e n  
there was every reason to believe there would at least have been 
an increase of $110,000, had the past trend of Denominational giv­
ing continued. T h e  Board, therefore, has not been irresponsible in 
the establishment of its program. What, then, has happened?
T h e  Board believes the following two schedules illustrate the 
factors underlying the present serious financial situation:
General Synod Benevolence Program (Operating and Capital)
Approved Actually
Goals Received Difference
1959 $3,815,200 $3,224,611 $ 590,589
1960 4,334,870 3,413,377 921,493
1961 4,884,855 3,867,628 1,017,227
1962 4,809,855 3,970,374 839.481
1963 5,080,610 4,316,145 764,465
1964 5,545,000 ? ?
General Synod Benevolence Program — Actually Received
Operating Capital Total
1959 $3,105,200 $ 119,411 $3,224,611
1960 3,286,916 126,461 3,413,377
1961 3,681,190 186,438 3,867,628
1962 3,682,410 287,964 3,970,374
1963 3,706,444 609,701 4,316,145
T h e  above schedules document two basic facts: that the G e n ­
eral Synod Benevolence Program that is approved is substantially 
beyond the actual giving of the Denomination; and, that there has 
been a tremendous increase in the giving toward Capital during 
the last three years while the giving toward Operating has virtually 
leveled off. It would appear, therefore, that General Synod, by con­
tinuing to approve General Synod Benevolence Programs substan­
tially in excess of income actually received, the excess being prim­
arily for Capital programs, has created a situation whereby its O p ­
erating programs have been almost levelled-off over the past three 
years as boards and agencies drive for attainment of their Capital 
programs approved by General Synod. T h e  result is that the exist­
ing General Synod Benevolence Operating Programs are not receiv­
ing sufficient increases to even meet the present increases in cost-of- 
living, to say nothing of increases to meet n e w  Operating programs. 
Although the Stewardship Council has taken some definite steps to 
remedy the situation, the Board believes the present trend m a y  not 
be substantially adjustable for several years, because of the m o m e n ­
t u m  of the present Capital commitments within goals approved by 
General Synod. This will be true, unless there is a tremendous in­
crease in the overall giving of the Denomination to its General Synod 
Benevolence Programs.
T h e  Board is in the process of attempting economies in areas 
that do not affect its primary overall goals. However, the Board does 
not believe it can substantially reduce its present level of Operating 
expenses without serious impairment to its Operating program. A c ­
cordingly, the Board will attempt to meet the present financial dif­
ficulty over the next several years from its reserve resources, but can­
not do so for a longer period without seriously jeopardizing the 
necessary flexibility of its Operating program through loss of its 
financial strength.
T h e  Board encourages and invites questions and comments on 
any phase of its financial reporting.
A U D I  T O R S '  C E R T I F I C A T E ’
To the Board of World Missions of 
the Reformed Church in America
We have examined the hooks of account of the BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS of 
the REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA for the year ended December 31> 1963.. and have
prepared therefrom the following statements:
EXHIBIT I 
EXHIBIT II 
Schedule I-a 
Schedule 1-b 
Schedule Il-a 
Schedule Il-b
Schedule II-c 
Schedule Il-d 
Schedule Il-e
Schedule Il-f
- Statement of Income and Expenses
- Balance Sheet
- Schedule of Expenses - Program
- Schedule of Expenses - Program Development
- Unexpended Commitments and Accruals
- Unexpended Designated Non-Budget
Gifts and Legacies
- Summary of Changes in Interim Operating Reserve
- Summary of Changes in General Endowment Fund
- Specific Endowment Funds - Principal and
Income Balances
- Trust Funds - Principal and Income Balances
Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards and, accordingly, included such tests of the accounting records and 
such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in each circumstance.
In our opinion, the accompanying Statement of Income and Expenses and 
Balance Sheet present fairly the operating results of the BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
of the REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA for the year ended December 31, 1963, as well 
as its financial position as at the same closing date. They were prepared in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis 
consistent with that of the preceding year except that during 1963 the accrual 
method of providing for the replacement of office equipment and overseas 
automobiles was adopted. During the current year approximately $12,500.00 was 
charge'd to operating expenses as the proportionate cost of future replacement 
of such equipment.
Lambrides St Lambrldes 
Certified Public Accountants
New York, N. Y. 10036 
March 12, 19 6A
STATEMENT OF IHCOME AMD EXPENSES 
For the Year Ended December 31; 1963
Operating Capital Total
INCOME:
General Synod Benevolences:
$ 61,836.20Living Donors $1,325,396.27 $1,387,232.47
Service Projects - 34,220.79 34,220.79
February Emphasis 16,388.01 - 16,388.01
Baby Roll - 2,387.50 2,387.50
$1,3A1,7»4.2» $ 9^,444.49 $1,440,228.77
Other Sources:
Investments $ 68,312.87 $ - $ 68,312.87
Legacies - 37,915.72 37,915.72
Church World Service 15,000.00 - 15,000.00
Miscellaneous ' 219.37 61.88 281.25
$ 83,532.24 $ 37,977.60 $ 121,509.84
Total Income $1,425,316.52 $136,422.09 $1,561,738.61
EXPENSES:
Program - Joint Action
in the Christian Mission Overseas: 
Support of Missionaries $ 804,934.61 $ 46,138.59 $ 851,073.20
Share in Programs 
of Sister Churches & Others 382,511.83 142,155-56 524,667.39
Schedule I-a $1,187,446.44 $188,294.15 $1,375,740.59
Program Development:
Recruitment, Selection
Sc Training of Missionary Candidates 70,959*82 $ - $ 70,959-82
Interpretation & Church Relations 91,145.03 - 91,145.03
Administrative Services 187,078.13 - 187,078.13
Schedule I-b $ 349,182.98 $ _ $ 349,182.98
Total Expenses $1,536,629.42 $188,294.15 $1,724,923.57
EXCESS OF EXPENSES
OVER INCOME FOR THE YEAR ($ 111,312.90)($ 51,872.06)($ 163,184.96)
Recovery of Balances Treated as
Expensestin Prior Years 27,840.30 1 9 f444.00 47,284.30
NET DEFICIT - Exhibit II ($ 83,47g.40)($ 32,4g8.o6)($ 115,900-46)
BALANCE SHEET 
December 31, 1963
A S S E T S
GENERAL FUND: 
Cash $ 28,985-791963 Income in Transit from 
Living Donors 286,048.29
Advances to Overseas Treasurers 172,957.77
Miscellaneous Receivables 91,201.20
Investments (See below) 644,435-98
Other Assets:
Missionary Furlough Residences, 
recorded at a nominal value 
of $1,000 each $ 4,000.00
Participating Interest in the 
Interchurch Center, at cost • 5,000.00
Total Assets - General Fund
ENDOWMENT Sc TRUST FUNDS:
Cash $
9,000.00
63,184.60
Investments, at cost:
Bonds (market value $1,413,705) $1,422,395.51
Stocks (market value $1,436,931) 988,195-95
Mortgages 53,033.47
Federal Savings & Loan Shares 35,000.00
R.C.A. Extension Foundation,Inc. Notes 30,000.00
$2,528,624.93
Less General Fund Investments(See above) 644,435.98
Total Investments 1,884,188.95
Total Assets - Endovment & Trust Funds
$1,232,629.03
1,947,373.55
TOTAL ASSETS $ 3,180,002.58
BAIAHCE SHEET 
December 31, 1963
LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES
GENERAL FUND:
1963 Expenses Payable $
Unexpended Commitments & Accruals - 
Schedule Il-a
Unexpended Designated Non-Budget 
Gifts & Legacies - Schedule XI-b
General Fund Balance:
Interim Operating Reserve - Schedule II-c $ 5321000-00
Missionary Emergency Reserve 
Program Planning Reserve:
r 275,000.00
Balance, January 1, 1963 
Add-Unrestricted General Fund Balance
$ 205,000.00
Transferred as of January 1,1963 16,285.61
Transfers from Other Funds 86,514.57
Less-Transfer to Interim
V 36?,806.18
Operating Reserve $ 9,515.55NET DEFICIT - Exhibit I 115,900.46
125,416.01
Balance - December 31, 1963 r lb2,3«4.17
25,243.00
71,962.34
146,039.52 
2^3'244.tt6
Total General Fund Balance 989,364.17
Total Liabilities & Fund Balance - General Fund $1,232,629.03
ENDOWMENT & TRUST FUNDS:
Undistributed Income
General^Endowment Fund - Schedule Il-d
Specific Endowment Fund - Schedule Il-e:
Principal Balances $583,557.01
Accumulated Income 103,652.70
1 80.00
1,059,709.86
687,209.71
Trust Funds - Schedule Il-f:
Principal Balance $178,073•59
Accumulated Income 22,300.39
200,373.98
Total Fund Balances - Endowment & Trust Funds 1,947,373.55
TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES $3,180,002.58
S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  F I N A N C I A L  D A T A
Page No.
Schedule 1-a— Schedule of Expenses— Program 83
Schedule 1-h— Schedule of Expenses— Program Development 84
Schedule 2-a— Unexpended C o m m i tments &  Accurals 85
Schedule 2-h— Unexpended Designated Non-Budget
Gifts &  Legacies 85
Schedule 2-c— S u m m a r y  of Changes in
Interim Operating Reserve 85
Schedule 2-d— S u m m a r y  of Changes in
General E n d o w m e n t  F u n d  86
Schedule 2-e— Specific E n d o w m e n t  Funds—
Principal & Income Balances 86
Schedule 2-f— Trust Funds— Principal & Income Balances 87
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Schedule I-b
Schedule of Expenses - Program Development 
For the Year Ended December 31) 19?>3
Recruitment Interpretation 
Selection and and Church Administrative
Staff Salaries: 
Executives:
John E. Buteyn
Training 
$ -
Relations 
$ -
Services
$ 9,958.33 $
Total
9,958.33
James P. Ebbers - 9,958.33 - 9,958.33
J. Robert R. Harrison - - 9,958.33 9,958.33
Ruth E. Holdersma 9,958.33 - - 9,958.33
James J. Thomas - - 9,958.33 9,958.33
? 9,958-33 $ 9,958.33 $ 29,074.99 $ 49,791.85
Administrative 1,399-99 14,309.63 12,705.00 28,414.62
Office >*,977.92 4,420.23 42,357-77 51,755.92
PensionsjMedical Insurance,etc. - - 14,730.41 14,730.41
Pensions to Retired Office 
Staff - - 2,187.27 2,187.27
Travel:
Board Members 12,290.98 12,290.98
Staff 2,U53.25 3,031.94 5,823.57 11,308.76
Administrative Expenses:
Office Supplies,Equipment,etc. . . 11,755.68 11,755.68
Postage, Telephone & Cables - - 9,808.57 9,808.57
Office Rent - - 17,008.96 17,008.96
Audit & Special Accounting 
Services . _ 3,000.00 3,000.00
Insurance " - 939-23 939.23
Recruitment, Selection & Training 
of Missionary Candidates:
Personal and Medical 
Evaluation 1,1*34.28 1,434.28
Domestic Travel of Candidates 4,030.96 - - 4,030.96
Candidate Salary and Allowances! 8,331.18 - - 8,331.18
Missionary Orientation Program 31,044.06 - - 31,044.06
Candidate Preparative Study 2,322.61 - - 2,322.61
Recruitment -
19th quadrennial - NSCF: 
Attendance 1,423-51 1,423.51
Administration 3,583.73 - - 3,583.73
Interpretation & Church Relations:
Publications and Postage - 19,520.90 19,520.90
Advertising in Church Herald - 4,136.75 - 4,136.75
Annual Report - 4,615.25 - 4,615.25
Missionary Travel for Speaking - 10,655.62 10,655.62
Summer Conferences, etc. 268.95 - 268.95
Cooperation within the Denomination: 
Stewardship Council - 14,830.00 7,413.00 22,243.00
Central Services - - 15,208.36 15,208.36
Audio Visual Office - 5,397.43 - 5,397.43
Overseas Travel - Stated Clerk - - 1,724.34 1,724.34
General Synod Archival Program - - 250.OO 250.00
TOTALS - Exhibit I $70,959.82 $91,145.03 $187,078.13 $349,182.98
General Fund
Unexpended Commitments & Accruals Schedule IX-a
December 31> 1963
Arabia
India
- Commitment for Laundry Facilities 
Commitment to Arcot Theological Seminary $ 1,721.44
Iraq
Commitment to Wandiwash Clinic 
Commitment to Madanapalle Middle School 
Commitment to Rayalase^ma - Relief 
Accrual for Cars
- Commitment for Basrah Employee Pensions
2,000.00
3.500.00
3.500.00
7,9^3.00
$22,411.55
Japan
Commitment for Basrah Car 
- Commitment to Educational Institutions
2,500.00 
$ 1,450.00
Taiwan
Accrual for Cars
- Commitment to Hospitals - Relief
1,302.78 
$ 1,600.00
Commitment for M. Tai MinT Fu Travel 
Commitment for Mt. Morrison Institute Car 
Commitment for Language Lab. Equipment
1,500.00
1,000.00
512.70
Southeast Asia - Accrual for Cars
Fund for Emergency Medical Expenses of Retired Missionaries 
Accrual for Office'Equipment
$ 8 ,000.00
18,66I+.IA
£*,911.55
2,752.78
4,612.70
1,291.99
9,417.08
2,311.80
Total Unexpended Commitments and Accruals - Exhibit II £ 71.962.34
General Fund
Unexpended Designated Non-Budget Gifts & Legacies Schedule II-b 
December 31, 1963
Gifts Legacies Total
Africa $ 5,255-58 $ 3,333.33 $ 8,588.91
Arabia 6,710.78 58,958.93 65,669.71
China 9,818.58 - 9,818.58
India 28,107.44 - 28,107.44
Iraq .2,515.00 - 2,515.00
Japan * 1,072.83 - 1,072.83
Southeast Asia:
Hong Kong 100.00 100.00
Philippines 405.00 405.00
Singapore 40.00 40.00
Taiwan 1,527.05 1,527.05
Mass Communications 30,000.00 30,000.00
Church World Service 5,000.00 5,000.00
Miscellaneous Films, Etc. (6,805.00) (6,805.00)
Total Unexpended Designated Non-Budget
Gifts & Legacies - Exhibit II $83,747.26 $62,292.26 $146,039.52
General Fund
Summary of Changes in Interim Operating Reserve Schedule II-c 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1983
Balance, January 1, 1963 $520,000.00
Add - General Purpose Legacies rec’d during year $38,IS1!-.**-?
Adjustment for Interim Operating
Reserve to be 30$ of 1964 Operating Budget 9,515.55 48,250.00
$568,250.00
Less - Transfer to income - l/lO of General Purpose
Legacies received for ten years ending 12/31/61 36,250.00
Balance, December 31, 1963 - Exhibit II $532,000.00
Endowment & Trust Funds Schedule Il-d
Summary of Changes In General Endowment Fund 
For the Year Ended December 31» 1963
Balance, January 1, 1963 $1,046,490.19 
Add - Share of Profits on Sales of Investments 13ic!9■6$ 
Balance, December 31, 1963 $1,059■709-86
Endowment & Trust Funds Schedule Il-e
Specific Endowment Funds 
December 31, 1963
Principal Accumulated
Balances Income
Designated for use in China:
Amoy Hospital Fund $ 3,643.26 $ 3,197.05
Elizabeth H. Blauvelt Memorial Hospital Fund 5,0 0 0 . 0 0 6,530.14
C.H.U. Bed Endowment Fund - Blauvelt Hospital 500.00 654.88
Mary B. Doolittle Fund 2 ,0 0 0 . 0 0 1,310.00
G. J. Kooiker Endowment Fund - Amoy Hospital 700.00 915.60
Netherlands Committee Fund 1,105.01 1,174.20
John H. Oerter Memorial Fund 1,950.00 2,547.43
Martha Schaddelee Fund - Sio Khe Hospital 785.00 1,021.97
Mary E. Talmage Fund 5,362.19 5,407.24
Jasper Westervelt Fund - Bed in Heerbosch
Hospital 1 ,0 0 0 . 0 0 1,302.00
$ 22,045.46 $ 24,666.51
Designated for use in India: 
General:
Arcot Industrial School Fund $ 20,000.00 $ 14,833.63
Children's Home - Vellore 5,864.36 5,542.04
Mary Lott Lyles Hospital Fund „ 11,59a.09 458.26
Scudder Memorial Hospital - Ranipet 67,000.00 10,293.94
Mary Taber Schell Hospital Fund 42,704.49 8,527.01
Elizabeth R. Voorhees College Fund 16,269.87 2,273.96
Cornelius Low Wells Memorial Fund 15,316.54 3,054.00
Ministerial Education:
William R. Gordon Fund 2 ,0 0 0 . 0 0 1,268.04
Christiana Jansen Fund 12,555.36 7,936.60
Joseph Scudder Fund 2 ,0 0 0 . 0 0 1,268.03
G. B. Walbridge Fund 5,000.00 3,161.46
$200,302.71 § 58,616.97
Designated for use in Arabia: 
General Medical:
Medical Missionary Fund $ 90,889.34 $ 7,597-40
Oliver J. Hayes Memorial Fund - Medical
Missionary Work 25,000.00 4,003.67
Bahrain Hospital Funds:
General Purpose 7,259-00 1,010.51
Alfred De Witt Mason, Jr. Fund 5,000.00 693-22
Fanny W. Mason Fund 3,000.00 419.30
Lewis D. Mason Fund 9,801.87 1,365.32
Lewis D. Mason Fund for Surgical Supplies 2 ,0 0 0 . 0 0 277.73
Van Rensselaer Burr, Jr. Fund 1 ,2 0 0 . 0 0 157.15
Basrah Provident Fund 796.19 161.03
Schedule Il-e (Cont.)
Endowment & Trust Funds 
Specific Endowment Funds (Cont.) 
December 31* 1963
Principal Accumulated
Balances Income
Designated for use in Arabia: (Cont.): 
Amarah Hospital Funds:
Lansing Memorial Fund $ 2;ooo.oo $ 517.73
Anna M. T. Van Santvoord (Amarah Lansing
Hospital) 1 ,0 0 0 . 0 0 257.52
Cantine Guest House Endowment Fund 3,9 5 4 .h5 467.37
Anna F. Bacon Fund 2 ,3 3 7 . 1 3 7 8 6 . 4 6
Hannah Moore Bishop Memorial Fund 9 1 7 .51* 3 1 7 . 2 7
Marion Wells Thoms Bahrain Women's Hospital Fund 1,0 0 0 . 0 0 1 4 4 . 1 2
Margaret L. Tunnard Fund 1 ,0 0 0 . 0 0 3 4 2.30
$157,155.52 $ 18,518.10
Designated for Education:
Stegeman Fund - Essay Contest Prizes at Hope,
Central and Northwestern $ 2,515.00 $ 9 7 4 . 8 1
Nellie B. Verhage Fund - Designated for Study by 
Foreign Students and Ministers in Need of
Financial Assistance 6,612.13 1 ,4 8 2 . 3 1
$ 9,127.13 $ 2,457.12
Total Specific Endowment Funds feya, 6 3 0 . 6 2 $1 0 3,6 5 2 . 7 0
Accumulated Profit on Sales of Investments 194,926.19 -
Total - Exhibit II - (see below) $583,557.01 $103,652.70
Summary of Changes
Balance, January 1 , 19&3 $575,275.83 $ 87,868.77
Add - Share of Profits on Sales of Investments 8,281.18 -
Investment Income - 25,458.70
$5 8 3,5 5 7 . 0 1 $1 1 3,3 2 7 . 4 7
Less - Disbursements for the Year - 9,674.77
Balance, December 3 1> 1 9 6 3 - (see above) $583,557.01 $103,652.70
Endowment 8c Trust Funds Schedule Il-f
Trust Funds 
December 3 1  ^ 19&3
Principal Accumulated
Balances Income
Arabia Pensions $ 7 3,5 8 7 . 1 7 $ 8,451.97
China Reserves 4 0 ,5 7 1 . 4 7 13,254.03
Conditional (jifts (Annuity Agreements) 51,200.00 -
New Bahrain Church 1 2,6 4 5 . 1 3 594.39
Mortgage Escrow 69.82 -
Total - Exhibit II $1 7 8 ,0 7 3 . 5 9 $ 22,300.39
GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS
“A  Friend” .................S 2.00
“A  Friend” ................. 50.00
“A  Friend” ................. 100.00
“A  Friend” ................. 100.00
“A  Friend” ................. 1,000.00
“A  Friend” ................. 1,000.00
“A  Friend” ................. 1,000.00
“A  Friend” ................. 2,010.00
“Friends” ...................  200.00
“Friends” ...................  750.00
Allison, Dr. Mary B .......... 100.00
Artesia, First Christian
Reformed Church ........  50.00
Atwell, Mr. &  Mrs. Ralph .... 4.00
Baarda, Mr. &  Mrs. Davd .... 10.00
Baby Roll ................... 2,387.50
Bethany Temple
Presbyterian Church ...... 250.00
Black, Rev. & Mrs. T. Donald 100.00 
Boote, Mr. & Mrs. William, Sr. 10.00
Bos, Mr. Si Mrs. H. C ........ 100.00
Broekema, Miss Ruth ...... 20.00
Brookshire, Mrs. Franklin .... 5.00
Bruggers, Mr. Ralph H .......  12.50
Burton, Miss Nancy ........  5.00
Chicago Mission Committee
Classis-Camp Manitoqua .... 35.00
Chicago Missionary
Committee ................ 150.00
C o m munity Church of
Little Neck, N. Y .......... 828.75
D e  Graff. Mr. & Mrs. Herbert 250.00 
Dell’Amore, Mr. & Mrs.
Joseph ....................  2.00
D e  Free, Rev. Henry P ......  100.00
de Velder, Rev. & Mrs. Walter 10.00 
D e  Vries, Mr. & Mrs. Roscoe 3.00 
Dhahran Protestant Fellow­
ship, Dhahran Saudi Arabia 275.00 
D u nham, Margaret, Huber,
Lydia &  Nedler, Frances .... 15.00
Dykstra, Miss Minnie .......  10.00
Dykstra, Mrs. C. Neal .......  17.00
East & West Sioux
Missionary Conference .... 167.55
Eleazarian, Miss P ............ 20.00
Fiero, Mrs. Winifred Wardle 100.00 
First Baptist Church
Mason, Michigan ..........  50.00
First Methodist Church,
A n n  Arbor, Michigan .... 40.00
Fliss, Mr. Si Mrs. Virgil 
&  Family ................. 10.00
Gaston, Mrs. John ...........  50.00
Greene, Mrs. Benjamin ...... 10.00
Habink, Miss Jane ..........  3.00
Hakken, Rev. B. D., Jr...... 33.02
Harrison, Mrs. Paul .........  100.00
Heinecke. Mrs. Margaret M. 5.00 
Henry, Mr. &  Mrs. Warren .... 5.00
Herdina, Mr. & Mrs.
Frederick E ................  100.00
Hoffman, Dr. & Mrs. James E. 25.00
Hondelink, Miss A n n e  ...... 100.00
Hondelink, Miss Margaret E. 200.00
Hoogeveen, Miss Lavina G ... 60.00
Hotaling, Mrs. Clifford ...... 250.00
Hull, Dr. D. B ..............  10.00
Ing, Mr. William J...........  5.00
Knowles, Dr. George M .....  40.00
Korteling, Rev. & Mrs.
Ralph G .................... 25.00
Krauss, Mr. Si Mrs. Walter ... 5.00
Krygsheld, Mrs. Clara ....... 1,000.00
Kuite, Miss Helen R ......... 700.00
Le Cocq, Mrs. Irwin 1.......  10.00
Marquis, Miss Sarah ........  235.00
Martin, Rev. &  Mrs. Edwin A. 5.00 
Miedema, Mr. & Mrs. Harold 2.50 
Missionary Conference
W a u p u n  Area ............. 701.93
Nettinga, Rev. Cathrinus ... 50.00
Nevins, Miss Mildred ...... 50.00
N e w  Centre Missionary
Society ....................  85.00
N e w  Jersey T i m e  Out ......  60.00
Nielsen, Dr. Arthur .........  40.00
Nielsen, Dr. Bernhard ...... 50.00
Nieuwsma, Family ..........  22.00
Nilson, Miss Olga M .........  10.00
Noordhoff, Miss Jeane ......  28.00
Noordyk, Miss Wilhelmina .... 100.00
Nurge, Mrs. Catherine H ....  25.00
Nyack Clergy Association .... 25.00
Oilman, Dr. Theodore V .....  50.00
Park Street Church
Boston, Mass............... 400.00
Peacock, Mr. & Mrs.
Charles A ................... 1.50
Peale, Dr. &  Mrs.
N o r m a n  Vincent ..........  582.21
Pennings, Bert & Marion .... 5.00
Peterman, Mrs. Alice .......  40.00
Piehl, Mr. &  Mrs. Walter .... 6.00
P o mmer, Mr. Lawrence ....  2.50
Poppern, Miss Marcella M ... 250.00
Punt, Mrs. Arie, Sr..........  250.00
Pyle, Mrs. H. William ...... 100.00
Ratcliff, Mrs. Trina ........ 150.00
Ratmeyer, Mr. Luther ......  10.00
Rave, Mrs. Mattie ..........  10.00
GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS -  (Continued)
Reformed Churrli Bible
Conf.-Chicago & Uliana .... 175.00
Rens, Mrs. Johanna ........  35.00
Rensink, Mrs. Aleida ...... 1.00
Renzema, Mr. &  Mrs.
Richard J...........   125.00
Reynen, Mr. Lawrence K .....  10.00
Rock Rapids Ministerial
Association ................ 390.00
Rozendaal, Mrs. Tracie ..... 20.00
Saxsma, Mr. & Mrs. A l m a n  .... 50.00
Schade, Rev. &  Mrs.
H o w a r d  C .................. 50.00
Shafer, Mrs. A m y  K .......... 3.34
Shafer, Mrs. L u m a n  J........ 50.00
Sikkenga, Mr. &■ Mrs. John .... 100.00
Snedecor. Ur. Spencer T ....  100.00
Society of Inquiry— N. Bruns­
wick Theological Seminafy2,049.49
Struyk, Rev. John A. D . D ...  90.00
Stryker, Miss Elsie B ........ 25.00
Sundberg, Mr. &  Mrs. E. A. .. 200.00
Sybesma, Miss Adeline ..... 20.00
Synodical Council —
Albany Synod ............  40.61
Taggart, Miss Mabel C ....... 25.00
ten Zythoff, Rev. & Mrs. G. J. 40.00
T e  Winkel, Miss Sarella .... 96.00
Thoms, Capt. &  Mrs.
N o r m a n  W ................. 100.00
Thoms, Dr. &  Mrs. Peter S... 25.00
Thoms, Dr. &  Mrs. W .  Wells 500.55 
Twarosch, Rev. & Mrs. George 60.00 
Twiest, Miss Cheryl ........  5.00
United Brethren Casco 
Church, Glens, Michigan .. 12.25
United Brethren Church.
Willis, Michigan ..........  30.00
United Church of Los
Alamos, N. Mexico .......  50.00
United Church W o m e n ,
Boonton Area ............  20.00
Van Eck, Dr. &  Mrs.
Edward A ..................  100.00
V a n  Peursem, Rev. & Mrs.
Gerrit D ...................  25.00
Vanderlinde, Mr. & Mrs.
Frederic .................. 100.00
Vander Meer, Mrs. Al m a  .... 55.00
Vander Veen, Mrs. J. P. H ... 317.48
Vande Wege, Miss Jean .... 300.00
Vogelaar, Rev. Harold J.....  100.00
Wagner, Mrs. Gertrude A ...  10.00
Wayer, Rev. & Mrs. James ... 100.00
W o m e n ’s Classical Union,
Spring Conf. Off—
Florida East Coast .......  18.58
W o m e n ’s Classical Union,
East Coast Florida—
Fall Conf. Off ...........  14.82
W o men's Classical Union 
Spg. Conf. Off— Florida
West Coast ............... 23.25
W o m e n ’s Classical Union—
West Coast Florida
Fall Conf. Off..............  23.36
W o m e n ’s Day Fu n d  at Synod 112.07
Yonkman, Dr. & Mrs.
Frederick F ................ 100.00
Y O U T H  C O N F E R E N C E S :
Alpine ..................... $ 9.60
Brewton .....................  16.67
Calvin .......................  26.00
Chesley Lake ................ 30.17
Fowler ......................  148.06
H o p e  .......................  86.00
Huron ......................  62.21
Manitoqua ...................  216.38
Okaboji, Senior High ...    33.53
Okoboji, Jr. High ...........  97.69
Pioneer Bible C a m p  ........  25.00
Presbyterian Pine ..........  74.31
Sparta ......................  21.43
Trail Blazer Bible
Conference ................ 39.44
Youth Rally-Metro
Jersey Classis ............  25.00
Warwick ....................  381.81
Y ’s Menettes Club of
Santa Monica .............. 10.00
Zeeland Bowl Mission Fest .... 10.00
Directory
DIRECTORY
*Speeial term appointees 
**Service intermitted
■^Continuing members of Arabian Mission 
Addresses as of March 15, 1964
AFRICA
(In association with the Church of Christ in the l pper Nile) Sent
Hoekstra. Rev. Harvey T.. American Mission. Box 1111 Addis Ababa. Ethiopia 1948 
Hoekstra, Mrs. Lavina H.. American Mission. Box 1111 Addis Ababa. Ethiopia 1948 
Huisken. Miss Lillian. R.N., R m .  1831. 475 Riverside Dr., N e w  York. 10027 1949
Kats. Miss W i l m a  J.. Hickman. Nebraska .................................... 1948
Schuiteman. Miss Arlene. R.N.. 527-2nd Ave.. S. E. Sioux Center. Iowa ..... 1955
Sikkema. Mr. La\ erne A.. 917 S. Westnedge. Kalamazoo. Michigan (leave) 1952
Sikkema, Mrs. Lorraine. 917 S. Westnedge. Kalamazoo. Michigan (leave) ... 1952
Swart. Rev. J. Robert. American Mission. Box 1111. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. .. 1948
Swart, Mrs. Morrell W.. American Mission. Box 1111. Addis Ababa. Ethiopia .... 1948
ARABIAN MISSION
Allison, Mrs. Mary Bruins, M.D.. St. Joseph's Hospital. A n n  Arbor, Michigan 1934 
Boersma, Miss Jeanette H.. R.N.. 11304 S. St. Louis Ave., Chicago 60655. 111. 1944
Bosch. Donald T.. M.D.. 290 E. Franklin Turnpike. Hohokus. N e w  Jersey .... 1951
Bosch. Mrs. Eloise B„ 290 Franklin Turnpike. Hohokus. N e w  Jersey ........  1951
* D e  Jong. Mr. Cornelius. Box 11. Muscat, Oman. Arabian Gulf ............  1959
^De Jong. Mrs. Margie. Box 11, Muscat. O man. Arabian Gulf ............... 1959
D e  Jong, Rev. Garrett E.. Missionary H ome. Orange City. Iowa ............... 1926
D e  Jong. Mrs. Everdene K.. Missionary H o m e .  Orange City. Iowa ..........  1926
Dekker, Mr. Wilbur G.. 11134 S. Michigan Avenue. Chicago 60628, Illinois .... 1951
Dekker. Mrs. An n a  M a e  H.. 11134 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 60628. Illinois 1951 
D e  Young, Miss A n n e  R.. R.N.. Box 11. Muscat. O man. Arabian Gulf (Service
India 1945-46; China 1946-51) ...........................................  1945
Draper, Bernard L., M.D.. 19155 Greenlawn, Detroit 21. Michigan (leave) .... 1956
Draper. Mrs. Jacqueline B.. R.N.. 19155 Greenlawn. Detroit 21, Michigan (leave) 1956
Du n h a m .  Rev. James W., Box 11, Muscat, O man. Arabian Gulf ............  1953
Du n h a m .  Mrs. Joyce DeB.. Box 11. Muscat. O m a n .  Arabian Gulf ............  1953
Franken. Rev. Darrell V., P.O. Box 1. Bahrain. Arabian Gulf ............... 1963
Franken. Mrs. Marilyn J., P.O. Box 1, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf .................  1963
Garden, Mr. Jeffrey. Box 11. Muscat. O man. Arabian Gulf ...................  1963
Garden. Mrs. Nancy. Box 11, Muscat. O man. Arabian Gulf ...................  1963
Heusinkveld. Maurice M.. M.D.. P.O. Box 1. Bahrain, Arabian Gulf ..........  1946
Heusinkveld. Mrs. Elinor 0.. R.N.. 1\0. Box 1. Bahrain, Arabian Gulf ..... .
Holler, Rev. G. Jacob, Jr.. 229' Livingston Ave.. N e w  Brunswick. N e w  Jersey 1946 
Holler. Mrs. Louise E„ R.N.. 229 Livingston Ave., N e w  Brunswick. New' Jersey 1947 
Holmes. Miss Madeline A.. R o o m  1831. 475 Riverside Drive. N e w  York 1(1027 1952
Kapenga, Rev. Jay R.. Pendle Hill. Wallingford. Pennsylvania ... ......... . 1944
Kapenga. Mrs. Marjory l ., Pendle Hill. Wallingford. Pennsylvania ..........  1947
Lee, Mr. W. Leonard, P.O. Box 5376. Beirut. Lebanon ..................... . 1964
Lee, Mrs. Allene S., P.O. Box 5376. Beirut. Lebanon ......... ..............  1962
Luidens, Rev. Edwin M.. R m .  1831. 475 Riverside Dr.. N e w  York. 10027 .... 1944
Luidens, Mrs. Ruth S., R m .  1831, 475 Riverside Dr.. N e w  York. 10027 .....  1944
M a c  Neill, Rev. Donald R., P.O. Box 5376, Beirut. Lebanon ...........   1951
M a c  Neill, Mrs. Evelyn M., P.O. Box 5376, Beirut, Lebanon ................ 1951
Nykerk, Mrs. Rose W., P.O. Box 80, Kuwait, Arabian Gulf ....................  1941
Pennings, Alfred G., M.D., 180 E. Delaware Place, Chicago 60611, Illinois .... 1957
Pennings. Mrs. Margaret S., R.N., 180 E. Delaware Place, Chicago 60611. Illinois 1952
Scudder, Lewis R., M.D., P.O. Box 80. Kuwait, Arabian Gulf ............... 1937
Scudder, Mrs. Dorothy B., R.N., P.O. Box 80, Kuwait. Arabian Gulf ..........  1937
Sluiter, Miss Elaine, R.N., M.E.C.A.S., Shemlan. Lebanon ........ ........... 1961
Storm, W. Harold, M.D., P.O. Box 1, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf ................. 1927
Storm, Mrs. Ida P., R.N., P.O. Box 1. Bahrain. Arabian Gulf ............... 1936
Teumer, Miss L aDonna Mae, c/o Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Teumer. 1716 N. 20th
Street, Sheboygan, Wisconsin ............................................  1958
Thoms, W. Wells, M.D., Box 11, Muscat, O man, Arabian Gulf ............... 1931
Thoms, Mrs. Ethel S., Box 11, Muscat, Oman. Arabian Gulf ................. 1931
Vander AartJ^, Rev. Robert, P.O. Box 80, Kuwait, Arabian Gulf ............  1962
Vander Aarde, Mrs. Marjorie, P.O. Box 80, Kuwait. Arabian Gulf ............  1962
’Vander Werff, Rev. Lyle, A m .  Mission, P.O. 80. Kuwait. Arabian Gulf .... 1961
’Vander Werff, Mrs. Phyllis J.. A m .  Mission. P.O. Box 80. Kuwait. Arabian Gulf 1961
van der Zwaag. Miss Alice. M.D.. Box 11. Muscat. Oman. Arabian Gulf ........  1961
Veldhuizen, Mr. Elmer, P.O. Box 1, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf ...................  1964
Veldhuizen, Mrs. Carolyn J.. P.O. Box 1, Bahrain. Arabian Gulf ............  1964
Veldman, Miss Jeannette. R.N.. American Mission. P.O. Box 1, Arabian Gulf
(Service in €hina 1930-1951 ; India 1937-1938) ........................... 1930
Vogelaar, Rev^ Harold. P.O. Box 1. Bahrain, Arabian Gulf ............  1963
Vogelaar, Mrs. Neva, P.O. Box I, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf .     1963
Weiss, Rev. R a y m o n d  E., P.O. Box 1, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf .................  '1957
Weiss, Mrs. A. Dorothy, P.O. Box 1, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf ................. 1957
INDIA
(In association with the Church of South India)
Anderson, Miss Vivian. R.N., Ranipet. North Arcot District. South India .... 1960
Biegel, Miss Albertha J., R.N., Madanapalle. Chittoor Dist., Andhra. South India 1946
Boomstra, Miss Dora, Ranipet, North Arcot District. South India ..........  1949
Brumler, Miss Harriet, R.N., 1940 Philadelphia, S. E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 1923 
D e  Bruin, Rev. Cornie A., 13 Filter Bed Rd., Vellore, No. Arcot Dist., S. India 1926 
D e  Bruin, Mrs. Frances L., 13 Filter Bed Rd.. Vellore. No. Arcot Dist., S. India 1926
D e  Jong, Mr. C. Keith, Highrlerr School, Kodaikanal. South India ..........  1958
D e  Jong, Mrs. Marcine R „  Highrlerr School. Kodaikanal, South India ...... 1958
D e  Vries, Mr. Benjamin, Katpadi, North Arcot District, South India ........  1929
D e  Vries, Mrs. Mildred V., Katpadi, North Arcot District, South India ........  1929
D e  Weerd, Miss Esther J., Chittoor, Chittoor District, Andhra, South India .... 1928
Heideman, Rev. Eugene P., Ph.D., Mission Compound, Vellore, North Arcot
District, South India ......................................................  I960
Heideman, Mrs. Mar y  Jane, Mission Compound, Vellore, North Arcot District,
South India ............................................................... 1960
Hoffman, Rev. William H., 17 Miller Road. Bangalore 6, South India ........  1963
Hoffman, Mrs. Ma r y  Jane, 17 Miller Road, Bangalore 6, South India ..........  1963
Kooy, Miss Gladys M., Palmaner, Chittoor District, Andhra, South India.
(Service in China 1946-51) ................................................  1946
Marsilje, Miss Lois M „  R.N., Ranipet, North Arcot District, South India ...... 1939
Pofahl, Mr. Harry C., Jr., Creston, Woodville Compound, Kodaikanal, Madurai
District, Madras State, South India ....................................... 1963
Pofahl, Mrs. Janet C., Creston, Woodville Compound, Kodaikanal, Madurai
District, Madras State, South India ........................................  1963
Smies, Miss Lillian, R.N., Oostburg, Wisconsin ..............................  1939
T e n  Brink, Rev. Eugene L., Ph.D., R o o m  1831, 475 Riverside Drive, N e w  York,
N e w  York, 10027 .........................................................  1946
Ten Brink, Mrs. Ruth L., R m .  1831, 475 Riverside Dr., N e w  York, 10027.... 1946
Vande Berg, Rev. Harold J., 49 Congers Ave., Haverstraw, N e w  York ........  1946
Vande Berg, Mrs. B. Yvette, 49 Congers Ave., Haverstraw, N e w  York ........  1946
Vander Aarde, Stanley B., M.D., Mary Lott Lyles Hospital, Madanapalle, Chit­
toor District, Andhra, South India ........................................ 1961
Vander Aarde, Mrs. A. Darlene, Mary Lott Lyles Hospital, Madanapalle, Chit­
toor District, Andhra, South India ........................................ 1961
Wells, Miss Doris A., 283 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, Massachusetts ...... 1930
Zwemer, Frank L., M.D., Scudder Memorial Hospital, Ranipet, North Arcot
District, South India ......................................................  1962
Zwemer, Mrs. A n n  R., R.N., Scudder Memorial Hospital, Ranipet, North Arcot
District, South India ......................................................  1962
JAPAN
(In association with the United Church of Christ in Japan)
Bogard, Miss F. Belle, Kob e  Jogakuin. Okadayama, Nishinomiya, Japan .... 1936
Bonnema, Miss Beth J., 37 Yamate hCo, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan ..........  1962
Brink, Miss Suzanne H., 75 Okada Machi, K u m amoto, Japan ................. 1950
Bruggers, Rev. Glenn, 174 West 15th St. Holland, Michigan ....................  1952
Bruggers, Mrs. Phyllis V., 174 West 15th St., Holland, Michigan .................  1952
de Maagd, Rev. John C., R o o m  1845, 475 Riverside Drive, N e w  York, N e w
York, 10027 **(1934-37) ...................................................  1928
de Maagd, Mrs. Marian M „  R o o m  1845, 475 Riverside Drive, N e w  York, N e w
York 10027 **(1934-37) ..................................................  1928
Flaherty, Mr. Theodore E., 37 Yamate Cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan ...... 1949
Flaherty, Mrs. Mary W., 37 Yamate Cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan ........  1953
Harris, Rev. T h o m a s  J., R o o m  505, Santoku Building 3098, Naka-Cho, 1-Chome,
Musashino-Shi, Tokyo, Japan .............................................  1962
Harris, Mrs. Barbara, R o o m  505, Santoku Building 3098, Naka-Cho, 1-Chome,
Musashino-Shi, Tokyo, Japan .............................................  1963
Hesselink, Rev. I. John, Jr„ Th.D., 1-136, 5 Chome, Higashimaohi, Koganei
Shi, Tokyo, Japan ........................................................  1953
Hesselink, Mrs. Etta T-, 1-136, 5 Chome, Higashimachi, Koganei Shi, Tokyo,
Japan .....................................................................  1953
Kleinjans, Everett, Ph.D., International Christian University, 1500 Osawa,
Mitaka, Tokyo, Japan ...............   1948
Kleinjans, Mrs. Edith K., International Christian University, 1500 Osawa,
Mitaka, Tokyo, Japan ....................................................  1948
Korver, Mr. Ronald G., Missionary H o m e ,  Orange City, Iowa ................. 1948
Korver, Mrs. R u b y  B., Missionary H o m e ,  Orange City, Iowa ................. 19-52
Kuyten, Rev. Rudolf, 23 Chome, 5-Jo, Asahikawa Shi, Hokkaido, Japan .... 1960
Kuyten, Mrs. Trina, 23 Chome, 5-Jo, Asahikawa Shi, Hokkaido. Japan ........  1960
Laman, Rev. Gordon D., 270 College Avenue, Holland, Michigan ............  1959
Laman, Mrs. Evon S., 270 College Avenue, Holland, Michigan ............... 1959
Magee, Rev. George, 37 Yamate Cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan ............  1963
Magee, Mrs. Joyce, 37 Yamate Cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan ............... 1963
Norden, Rev. Russell L., 174 West 15th Street, Holland, Michigan ............  1953
Norden, Mrs. Eleanore S., 174 West 15th Street. Holland, Michigan ..........  1953
Rozeboom, Mr. James P., R o o m  1831, 475 Riverside Drive N e w  York 10027 .... 1961
Tigelaar, Miss Agatha C^ Interboard House, 4 of 12 Shiba Koen, Minato-ku,
Tokyo, Japan .............................................................. 1962
Unzicker, Rev. William, R o o m  506— Santoko Bldg., 3098 Naka-Cho, 1-Chome,
Musashino-Shi, Tokyo ...................................................  1963
Unzicker, Mrs. Sarah, R o o m  506— Santoko Bldg., 3098 Naka-Cho, 1-Chome,
Musashino-Shi, Tokyo ..    1963
V a n  Wyk, Rev. Gordon J., 180 West 18th Street, Holland, Michigan ..........  1946
V a n  Wyk ,  Mrs. Bertha V., IBO^West 18th Street, Holland, Michigan ..........  1946
Zander, Miss Helen R., 1946 Wabash Ave., Schenectady, N e w  York, 12306 .... 1928
Zwyghuizen, Rev. John, 761 1-Chome, Kami-Osaki, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo, Japan 1963 
Zwyghuizen, Mrs. Helen, 761 1-Chome, Kami-Osaki, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo, Japan 1963
SOUTHEAST ASIA 
TAIWAN (FORMOSA)
(In association with the Presbyterian Church of Formosa)
Bechtel, Rev. O w e n  T., 180 Swei Tsu Lane, Hsin Hseng Area, Kaohsiung,
Taiwan, Rep. of China ....................................................  1961
Bechtel, Mrs. Harriet V. H., 180 Swei Tsu Lane, Hsin Hseng Area, Kaohsiung,
Taiwan, Rep. of China .................................................... 1961
Broekema, Miss Ruth, c/o Mrs. Boldt, 16430 Beverly Ave., Tinley Park, Illinois 1924 
Dykstra, Dr. Gerben, Mackay Memorial Hospital, North Chung san Road,
Taipei, Taiwan, Rep. of China ...........................................  1964
Dykstra, Mrs. Ruth, Mackay Memorial Hospital, North Chung san Roa.d,
Taipei, Taiwan, Rep. of China ...........................................  1964
**Estell, Rev. William H., Jr., 411 Lombard St., N e w  Haven, Connecticuti
(Service in Japan 1952-55; Formosa 1958-61) ............................ 1952
Estell, Mrs. Eileen B., 411 Lombard St., N e w  Haven, Connecticut ............  1961
Noordhoff, M. Samuel, M.D., Butterworth Hospital, Grand Rapids, Michigan .... 1959
Noordhoff, Mrs. Lucille B., Butterworth Hospital, Grand Rapids, Michigan ... 1959
Poppen, Rev. Alvin J., R m .  1831, 475 Riverside Dr., N e w  York, 10027 .... 1959
Poppen, Mrs. Geraldine P., R m .  1831, 475 Riverside Dr., N e w  York, 10027 1959 
Schroeder, Rev. Carl J., 221 K u o  K u a n g  Rd., Taichung, Taiwan, Rep. of China 1957 
Schroeder, Mrs. Lucille V., 221 K u o  K u a n g  Rd., Taichung. Taiwan, Rep. China 1957 
Walvoord, Miss Jeane W., R.N., 56 West 18th St., Holland, Michigan ........  1931
H O N G  K O N G
(In association with the H o n g  K o n g  Council of the Church of Christ in China)
D e  Pree, Rev. Gordon, P.O. Box 5915, Kowloon, H o n g  Kong, B.C.C.......... 1964
D e  Pree, Mrs. Gladys, P.O. Box 5915, Kowloon, H o n g  Kong, B.C.C............ 1964
de Velder, Rev. Walter, D.D., Fourseas Hotel, Ltd., 75 Waterloo Road, K o w ­
loon, H o n g  Kong, B.C.C.................................................... 1929
de Velder, Mrs. Harriet B., Fourseas Hotel, Ltd., 75 Waterloo Road, Kowloon,
H o n g  Kong, B.C.C..........................................................  1938
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
(In association with Chinese Churches and the 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines)
Angus, Rev. William R., P.O. Box 718, Manila, Philippines ...................  1925
Angus, Mrs. Joyce B., P.O. Box 718, Manila, Philippines .....................  1925
Bandt, Mr. John, Cebu Christian High School, Cebu City, Cebu, Philippines 1964 
Bandt, Mrs. Phyllis, Cebu Christian High School, Cebu City, Cebu. Philippines 1964
Esther, Rev. Joseph R., 10 Dumaguete R d y Quezon City, Philippines ........  1946
Esther, Mrs. Marion B., 10 Dumaguete Rd., Quezon City, Philippines ........  1946
Hill, Jack W., M.D., 67 Allen Place, Hartford, Connecticut, (leave of absence) 1947 
Hill, Mrs. Joann V., 67 Allen Place, Hartford, Connecticut, (leave of absence) 1947
Howard, Mr. Robert B., R m .  1831, 475 Riverside Dr., N e w  York, 10027 .... 1959
Howard, Mrs. Ardene B., R m .  1831, 475 Riverside Dr., N e w  York 10027 .... 1959
Kragt, Mrs. Hazel V., United Evangelical Church, Naga City, Philippines .... 1955
Muilenburg, Rev. John P., Missionary Orientation Center, Stony Point, N. Y. 1946 
Muilenburg, Mrs. Virginia T., Missionary Orientation Center, Stony Pt., N. Y. 1946
SINGAPORE
(With the Singapore-Malayasia Synod of the Chinese Christian Church)
Lum, Rev. Gilbert, 77 Prinsep St., Singapore 7, Malayasia ................. 19,62
Lum, Mrs. Ruth, 77 Prinsep St., Singapore 7, Malayasia .......................  1962
UNITED MISSION IN IRAQ
(In association with Christian congergations in Iraq)
Block, Rev. Robert J., 2394-4 Bishop St., The University of Michigan, A n n
Arbor, Michigan **(1955-59) ...........................................  1952
Block, Mrs. Lavina S., 23944 Bishop St., The University of Michigan, A n n
Arbor, Michigan ..........................................................  1959
tGosselink, Rev. George, Box 53, Basrah, Iraq .............................  1922
^Gosselink, Mrs. Christina S., Box 53, Basrah, Iraq .......................... 1929
*Jiskoot, Mr. Donald D., P.O. Box 53, Basrah, Iraq ............................ 1963
+Staal, Rev. Harvey, P.O. Box 53, Basrah, Iraq .............................. 1949
tStaal, Mrs. Hilda V., P.O. Box 53, Basrah, Iraq .............................. 1949
WEST PAKISTAN
(In association with the National Christian Council of West Pakistan)
Hostetler, Rev. Paul E., Literacy Centre, Gujranwala, West Pakistan, (Service
in Africa 1955-58) ........................................................  1955
Hostetler, Mrs. Winifred H., Literacy Centre, Gujranwala, West Pakistan,
(Service in Africa 1955-58) .............................................  1955
EMERITUS MISSIONARIES WITH CAREER SERVICE
Beekman, Miss Edna K., (China), 201 West Catharine Street, Milford, Pa. 1914-1953 
Bruce, Miss Elizabeth G. (China), Andes, Delaware County, N e w  York .... 1921-1959 
Dalenberg, Miss Cornelia, R.N., (Arabia), 422 E. 160th Place, South Hol­
land, Illinois ........................................................  1921-1961
D e  Pree, Rev. Henry P., D.D., (China), 200 West 10th Street, Holland,
Michigan .............................................................. 1907-1948
D e  Pree, Mrs. Kate E., (China), 200 West 10th Street, Holland, Michigan 1907-1948 
D e  Valois, John J., D.Sc., (India), 766 West 24th Street, Holland, Michigan 1920-1960
D e  Valois, Mrs. Bernadine Siebers, M.D., (India), 766 West 24th St„ Hol­
land, Michigan ........................................................  1936-1960
Geegh, Miss Mary E„ (India), 263'/4 W.  14th Street, Holland Michigan .... 1924-1962 
Gibbons, Miss Margaret R., M.D., (India), 524 Daniel, Orlando, Florida 1926-1961 
Hakken, Rev. Bernard D „  (Iraq), 3314 Sunny Lane, Lansing, Michigan 1922-1961
Hakken, Mrs. Elda V., (Iraq), 3314 Sunny Lane, Lansing, Michigan .... 1922-1961
Hoekje, Mrs. Annie H „  (Japan), 601 Mayflower Road, Pilgrim Place,
Claremont, California ...............................................  1912-1949
Hofstra, Richard, M.D., (China), 1034 Walsh Street, S.E. Grand Rapids,
Michigan .......   1922-1960
Hofstra, Mrs. Johanna J., (China), 1034 Walsh Street, S. E. Grand Rapids,
Michigan ............................................................... 1922-1960
Holkeboer, Miss Tena, LL.D. (P. L), 2346 Blaine, S. E„ Grand Rapids
Michigan .............................................................. 1920-1961
Honegger, Mrs. Lavina D „  (India), 12 Krishna Nagar, Vellore, North
Arcot District, South India .........................................  1910-1951
Jackson, Miss Rachel, (Arabia), 400 Main Street, Amesbury, Mass......... 1921-1961
Jackson, Miss Ruth, (Arabia), 400 Main Street, Amesbury, Mass.......... 1921-1961
Jongewaard, Miss C. Willamina, (India), 815 Cajon Street, Plymouth Vil­
lage, Redlands, California ............................................  1925-1961
Johnson, Mrs. A n n  M., (Harrison), (Arabia), P.O. Box 441, Penney
Farms, Florida, (1950-1952) .........................................  1917-1954
Kellien, Miss Charlotte B., (Arabia), Olds Hall, 340 South Ridgewood
Ave., Daytona Beach, Florida ........................................  1915-1954
Koeppe, Mrs. Elizabeth M., (China), Columbia Hall, H o p e  College,
Holland, Michigan ....................................................  1919-1955
Korteling, Rev. Ralph G., (India), Memorial H o m e  Community, Penney
Farms, Florida ...................................   1925-1961
Korteling, Mrs. Anna Ruth, M.D., (India), Memorial H o m e  C o m munity
Penney Farms, Florida ...............................................  1925-1961
Kuyper, Rev. Hubert, (Japan), 902 South Euclid Ave., Sioux Falls, S. D. 1911-1946 
Moore, Rev. Boude C., # 5  Kamiyana, Lake Nojiri, Nagano-Ken, Japan
**(1941-50) ............................................................ 1924-1962
Moore, Mrs. A n n e  McA., # 5  Kamiyana, Lake Nojiri, Nagano-ken, Japan
**1941-50)   1924-1962
Muyskens, Mrs. Dora J., (India), 63 We t m o r e  Ave., Morristown, N. J. — .. 1923-1961
Nienhuis, Miss Jean, R.N., (China), 8 East 14th Street, Holland Michigan 1920-1953 
Noordhoff, Miss Jeane, (Japan), 807 Standish Way, Redlands, California 1911-1952 
Oilman, Miss C. Janet, (Japan), 675 Mayflower Road, Claremont, Calif. 1914-1956 
Poppen, Rev. Henry A „  D.D., (China), 1121 Sutter Avenue, Simi, Calif. 1918-1960 
Poppen, Mrs. Dorothy T„  (China), 1121 Sutler Avenue, Simi, California 1918-1960
Rottschaefer, Rev. Bernard, D.D., (India), 63-69 East 10th St„ Holland
Michigan ..............................................................  1909-1954
Rottschaefer, Mrs. Bernice T., (India), 63-69 East 10th St., Holland
Michigan ............................................................... 1910-1954
Rottschaefer, Miss Margaret, M.D., (India), Mail Route #1, Box 280,
Lowell, Indiana ..................................................... 1909-1956
Shafer, Mrs. A m y  H., (Japan), Penney Farms, Fla. **(1935-1951) ..........  1912-1952
Scudder, Galen F., M.D., (India), 7J3 Bedford Rd., Stockton 4, California 1919-1956 
Scudder, Mrs. M a u d e  S., (India), 713 Bedford Rd., Stockton 4, California 1919-1956 
Taylor, Miss Minnie, (Japan), 1018 No. Hobart Blvd., Los Angeles 29, Calif. 1919-1937 
TeWinkel, Miss Sarella, (India), Bradenton Manor, 2001 18th Street, West
Bradenton, Florida, **(1936-1938) ....................................  1909-1947
V a n  Ess, Mrs. John, (Arabia), R m .  1831, 475 Riverside Dr., N e w  York, 10027 
V a n  Peursem, Rev. Gerrit D „  D.D., (Arabia), 104 West High Street, S o m ­
erville, N e w  Jersey ....................................................
V a n  Peursem, Mrs. Josephine S., R.N., (Arabia), 104 West High Street,
Somerville, N e w  Jersey ...............................................
Van Vranken, Rev. Herbert E., (India), 154 Elmer Ave., Schenectady, N. Y. 
V a n  Vranken, Mrs. Nellie S., (India), 154 Elmer Ave., Schenectady, N. Y. 
Veenschoten, Rev. H. Michael, (China), 83?9 S. Division Ave., Byron
Center, Michigan ......................................................
Walvoord, Miss Florence C., (Japan), 1113 North Locust St., Denton, Texas 
Wierenga, Rev. Cornelius R., D.D., (India), 7916 Irwin Grove Drive,
Downey, California **(1920-1923) .....................................
Wierenga, Mrs. Ella K., (India), 7916 Irwin Grove Dr., Downey, Calif. 
Wyckoff, Miss Charlotte C., (India), 203 East High St., B o u n d  Brook, N. J. 
Zwemer, Mrs. Sara W., (India), 533 Bradford Court, Claremont, California
MISSIONARIES W H O  SERVED ABROAD FOR 
MORE THAN FIFTEEN YEARS
Coburn, Miss Clara M., (India), R.R. #1, Box 208, Hudsonville, Michigan 
Conklin, Miss Elisabeth, (India), %  Mrs. E. McLaughlin, County of Los 
Angeles Office of Public Guardian, 437 So. Hill St., Los Angeles, Calif.
Dame, Mrs. L. P., (Arabia), 901 Paris Avenue, Rockford, 111............
Darrow, Miss Flora, (Japan), 1411 Carlos Ave., Burlingame, California ....
Day, Rev. and Mrs. Steward, (China), 416 Guilford Ave., Staunton, V a ...
D e  Boer, Mrs. E m m a ,  (India), 1430 Plimpton Ave., Bronx 52, N e w  York .... 
Holleman, Dr. and Mrs. C. H., (China), 1457 Lincoln Ave., Pomona,
California ................................ :.............................
Moerdyk, Dr. and Mrs. William J., (Arabia), 452 Washington Avenue,
Holland, Michigan ....................................................
Olcott, Mason Ph.D., (India), Westminster Gardens, Duarte, Calif.
**(1917-1923)................................................ 1915-1917;
Olcott, Mrs. Eleanor G., (India), Westminster Gardens, Duarte, Calif., 
(1920-1924 Western Indian Mission, Presbyterian Church in U.S.A.) 
Oilman, Miss Evelyn, (Japan), 675 Mayflower Road, Claremont, California 
Piet, Rev. and Mrs. John H., (India), Western Theological Seminary, Hol­
land, Michigan ........................................................
Pieters, Mrs. Albertus, (Japan), 44 East 15th Street, Holland, Michigan .... 
Renskers, Mr. and Mrs. H., (China), 85 Adelaide, Highland Park, N e w
Jersey .................................................................
Ryder, Dr. and Mrs. S. W., (Japan), P.O. Box 1670, (Bradenton Manor),
Bradenton, Fla., 33506 ...................................... ...........
Stegeman, Mrs. H. V. E., (Japan), 502 Third St., N. E„ Orange City, la. 
Talman, Mrs. Lyman, (China), 132 Stark Avenue, Penn Yan, N e w  York 
TerBorg, Rev. and Mrs. John, (Japan), 601 South Downing St., Denver,
Colorado ...............................................................
VanderMeer, Mrs. William, (China), 629*4 East University, Wooster, Ohio 
V a n  Pelt, Miss Mary C., (Arabia), The Commodore, Apt. 4, 215 East Chest­
nut St., Asheville, N. C .................................................
Walvoord, Mrs. Edith, (Japan), 56 West 18th Street, Holland, Michigan ....
1909- 1955
1910- 1947
1910-1947
1917-1960
1917-1960
1917-1957
1922- 1961
1917-1958
1923- 1958 
1915-1961 
1923-1961
1918-1940
1915- 1934
1918- 1936 
1922-1942
1908- 1930
1922- 1943
1919- 1950
1923- 1949
1923- 1934
1924- 1939 
1914-1933
1940-1960
1891-1925
1909- 1933
1913-1930
1917-1941
1916- 1931
1922- 1944
1923- 1951
1917- 1940 
1905-1920
E X E C U T I V E  STAFF
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Secretary for Promotion 
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